
Agenda
GrandRapidsPoliceCommunity

AdvisoryBoard
MeetingofNovember14, 2019

rdCityHallRoom2B3 Floor
4:30 – 5:30pm

1. CalltoOrder
2. RollCall
3. ApprovaloftheMinutesSept. 12, 2019
4. PublicComment
5. BoardMemberReports

6. OldBusiness

a. 29Surveyswerereceivedoutof150sentovera3-monthperiod.    
b. StoryaboutK-9OfficerGaryO’BrienandRadar.  
c. StorywithReserveOfficer – InvestigatorBrianMattson

7. NewBusiness

8. OtherBusiness

9. Adjournment



PoliceCommunityAdvisoryBoardMeeting
Thursday, September12, 2019

GrandRapidsCityHall – ConferenceRoom
4:30 – 5:30pm

BoardMemberWendyUzelaccalledthemeetingtoorderat4:35pm.  

Present:  JackieDowell, PamDowell, WendyUzelac, MeganPhillips, TomNeustrom, ScottJohnsonand
SteveSchaar.  

Absentwithnotice:  JohnNalan, WeldonBraxton, LaurieTurman

Absent: GayleAdams

MotionmadebyPamDowell, secondedbyMeganPhillips, forapprovaloftheminutesforJuly11, 2019.  

PublicPresent:  None

BoardMemberReports:  

PamDowell:  InquiryaboutGRPDFacebookpage/socialmedia/policy/publiccomments
followingasocialmediaissuewithItascaCountyAttorneyFBpage.  

WendyUzelac:  ToldPCABaboutherclose-callsituationattheSuper8motelwhilelocalRotary
clubwassellingpeaches.  Aseniorladymistookhergaspedalforthebrakeandranintothe
peachstand.  Discussionaboutdriverevaluations – whentoreportandrecommend.  Wendy
reportssheisstilllookingintofooddonationand/orfundingforK9Radar (FeedStoreandDan
Nielsen, HometownHeroesProgram).  

MeganPhillips:  Meganattendedacommunityprogramregarding “demystifyingracism”  
sponsoredbyCirclesofSupport.  Theprogramcalled “ActingBlack” waspresentedbyCarlyle
Brown. Megandiscussedthepresentation, participation, andencouragedmemberstowatchfor
eventslikethesebeingpresentedlocally.   

JackieDowell: Noreport

TomNeustrom:  SpokeaboutthebearscomingoutontheAirportRoadanddamagedoneathis
ownhomeproperty.  Advised – don’tengagewithroamingbears – theyareoutscouringfor
foodpriortohibernation.   

ScottJohnson:  HandedoutPSA – Releaseoncitizensightingsofbearsinthearea

OldBusiness:  
1) Surveyshavebeenprinted.  Firstmail-outhasgoneout.  Asurveyismailedoutforevery15- 

20ICR’s.  Atcurrent, responsehasbeengoodwithpositivefeedback.  
2) Continueddiscussionaboutboardmemberabsenteeism, attendance (bylawsread75%  

attendancerequired = 4of6meetingsperyear) andhowtoaddressthisissue.  Members
presentdiscussedpreferenceforboardpeopletobepresentinpersonvsSkype.  Pam



mentionedknowingpeoplethatwouldliketoapplynowthatmeetingtimehasbeen
changed.  SteveS. andWendywillfollow-upwithTomPagelregardingfullmemberboard
compliance.   

NewBusiness:  

1)  Samplesofreturnedsurveyspresentedtoboard
2)  Riding-AlongstorywithGary, RadarandWendyhadbeenbumpedforlocal

seasonalevents.  StorieswillbeprintedinWednesdayeditionsasspacepermits.   
3) RidingAlongfuturestories: TomwithGRPDInvestigators – sharedexperiences, Jackiewith

TroyScott, PamwilltalktoRickMoen – PoliceReserves, Meganwillspendaday (whenher
scheduleallows) withGregLeaseJr. – SRO – GRSeniorHigh.   

OtherBusiness:   

1) NationalNightOut/TallTimberDaysandCountyFairallwentwell – noissues.  
2) SwapMeetandCarShow – agroupgathersataresidenceonRidgewoodRoadannually

wheredrinkingandloudbehavioroccurstoincludedrivingissuessuchasburn-out’s,  
excessiveacceleration.  GRPDhasbeenaskedtoprovidetrafficassistanceforalocalcar
group.  Duetotheiractionsandlackofrespectforthepublic – GRPDdeniedany
assistancethisyearandgroupwaswarnedabouttheirbehaviors/drivingactions.   

3) Therewasasmallplanecrash.  Pilotwasokayandresponsetoincidentwentwell.  
4) ICCHomecomingisapproachingonFriday.  MeganmentionedICCOrientation, that

Scottattended, andthediscussiononsexualassaultswithcollegestudents.  Scottand
Stevesaidfromtheirworkingknowledge, sexualassaultreports/incidentsfromICC
wereverylow.   

5) Schoolhasbegun – keepawatchforbusesandstudents.  Oneschoolbusdriverwas
overzealouswithhisreportingofstop-armviolations.  Tomrecommendedwiththenew
schoolbeingbuiltoffGolfCourseRoad – thattheGRPDcreateaplantogoover
recommendedparent-studentpickupanddrop-off’s – correlatingwithstudent
orientationinthefall.   

6) KidnappingfromSt. CloudtoGrandRapids – multi-agencyinvolvementandanother
incidenthandledverywell.  

7) Sofar, theHands-Freelawseemstobeworkingfromvisualofficeraccounts.  
8) 2020budgetislookinggoodwithnewsquadcarcamerasfiguredin.    

BoardChairWendyUzelacadjournedthemeetingat5:40pm.  Availablememberswereinvitedtotour
theremodeledpolicedepartmentafterthemeeting.   

NextMeeting:  Thursday, November7, 2019, 4:30 – 5:30pmCityHallRoom2B

Respectfullysubmitted: PamDowell, PCABSecretary


