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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS

LegislationDetails (WithText) 

File #: Version: Name: 15-15801ApprovetheminutesoftheJuly7, 2015, 4:00pm
regularmeeting. 

Type: Status: MinutesApproved

Filecreated: Incontrol: 8/25/2015PlanningCommission

Onagenda: Finalaction: 9/3/2015

Title: ApprovetheminutesoftheJuly7, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

Sponsors: 

Indexes: 

Codesections: 

Attachments: July7, 2015MeetingMinutes

DateVer.ActionByActionResult

9/3/20151PlanningCommissionApprovedasPresentedbyCommission

ApprovetheminutesoftheJuly7, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

BackgroundInformation: 
Seeattacheddraftmeetingminutes. 

StaffRecommendation: 
ApprovetheminutesoftheJuly7, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSPage1of1Printedon4/30/2018
poweredbyLegistar™ 
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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS

LegislationDetails (WithText) 

File #: Version: Name: 15-15831ConsiderarecommendationtotheCityCouncil
regardingthevacationofcertainportionsofpublic
right-of-wayandpubliceasementslocatedwithin
theCityofGrandRapids. 

Type: Status: AgendaItemGeneralBusiness

Filecreated: Incontrol: 8/26/2015PlanningCommission

Onagenda: Finalaction: 9/3/2015

Title: ConsiderarecommendationtotheCityCouncilregardingthevacationofcertainportionsofpublic
right-of-wayandpubliceasementslocatedwithintheCityofGrandRapids. 

Sponsors: 

Indexes: 

Codesections: 

Attachments: StaffReport: CityInitiatedVacations
MemofromEngrDept. RE: ProposedVacationsw/Exhibits
ExhibitE-1
R-O-WVacationConsiderations
EasementVacationConsiderations

DateVer.ActionByActionResult

9/3/20151PlanningCommission

ConsiderarecommendationtotheCityCouncilregardingthevacationofcertainportionsofpublicright-of-wayand
publiceasementslocatedwithintheCityofGrandRapids. 

BackgroundInformation: 
SeeattachedStaffReportandBackgroundInformation. 
MemofromEngineeropensonpage #3ofdocument. 

StaffRecommendation: 
ConsiderarecommendationtotheCityCouncilregardingthevacationofcertainportionsofpublicright-of-wayand
publiceasementslocatedwithintheCityofGrandRapids. 

CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSPage1of1Printedon4/30/2018
poweredbyLegistar™ 



PlanningCommission
StaffReport

AgendaItem#2CommunityDevelopmentDate:9/3/2015
Department

ConsiderarecommendationtotheCityCouncilregardingthevacationofStatementofIssue: 
certainportionsofpublicright-of-wayandpubliceasementslocatedwithin
theCityofGrandRapids. 
WiththecompletionofthePokegamaAvenueSouthreconstructionprojectBackground: 
early2013-bridgeto10thSt.S.),andtheCrystalLakeBoulevardproject
2014),therearenowseveralsectionsofRight-OfWay(ROW)whicharenot

neededfortransportationpurposes,andcanbeconsideredforvacation. 

Theattachedmemo,fromCityEngineer,JulieKennedy,identifiessix
proposedvacations(5-partialright-of-wayand1-partialeasement),aswell
aseasementstoberetained.Theproposedvacationsaresummarized
below: 

ExhibitA:Portionof3rdAvenueNE–Southof12thStreetNE, 
stKearney’s1AdditiontoGrandRapids. 

rdoIn2009,350’ofWinnepegAve.(3AvenueNE)through
petitionandfurtherexpandedbythePlanningCommission. 
UponcompletionoftheCrystalLakeBoulevardprojectin
2014,thenorth50’ofthisright-of-wayisnolongerneeded, 
withtheexceptionoftheNW1/3oftheR-O-W,overwhich
aneasementwillberetainedforutilitiesandstreet. 

ExhibitB:Portionof2ndStreetSW–WestofPokegamaAvenueS., 
TownofGrandRapids. 
oWiththereconstructionofPokegamaAvenuein2012-13, 

ndthe2St.SWaccesstoPokegamaAvenuewasclosedoff. 
Theeast115’oftheR-O-Wisnolongerneededfor
transportationpurposes.Autilityeasementwillberetained
overtheentireareaproposedtobevacatedto
accommodateexistingstromwaterandsanitarysewer
infrastructure. 

ExhibitC:Portionof3rdStreetSW–WestofPokegamaAvenueS., 
TownofGrandRapids. 
oWiththereconstructionofPokegamaAvenuein2012-13, 

rdthe3St.SWaccesstoPokegamaAvenuewasclosedoff. 
Theeast100’oftheR-O-Wisnolongerneededfor
transportationpurposes.Autilityandsidewalk/trail
easementwillberetainedovertheentireareaproposedto
bevacatedtoaccommodateexistingutilityinfrastructure



andpedestriantraffic. 

ExhibitD:Portionof3rdStreetSE–EastofPokegamaAvenueS., 
TownofGrandRapids. 
oWiththereconstructionofPokegamaAvenuein2012-13, 

rdthe3St.SWaccesstoPokegamaAvenuewasalsoclosed
off.Thewest70’oftheR-O-Wisnolongerneededfor
transportationpurposes.Autilityandsidewalk/trail
easementwillberetainedovertheentireareaproposedto
bevacatedtoaccommodateexistingutilityinfrastructure
andpedestriantraffic. 

ExhibitE:Portionsof4thStreetSouth/PokegamaAvenue,Central
Div.ofGrandRapidsandTownofGrandRapids.*Thisvacationproposal
willbesummarizedseparately:SWquadrantofintersectionandNEquadrantof
intersection; 

thoSWquadrantof4St.S./PokegamaAve.S.intersection:As
thpartofthePokegamaAvenuereconstructionproject,4

thStreetSWand4StreetSEwerealignedatacommon
intersectiononPokegamaAvenue.Asaresultofthe

thalignment,thereareportionsof4StreetS.right-of-way
thatarenotneededfortransportationpurposes. 
CommunityDevelopmentDept.Staffidentifiedseveral
existingutilitieswithintheareaidentifiedforvacationon
ExhibitE(overheadpower,baseofstoplightstructure,fire
hydrant).Inanefforttoallowforsomefuturedevelopment
intheproposedvacatedarea,andnotrequesttheretention
ofautilityeasement(structuresmaynotbeplacedwithina
publicallyheldeasement),staffhasdraftedascaleddown
areaofvacationforconsiderationbythePlanning
Commission,excludingtheexistingutilities.Thisrevisedarea
ofvacationisdepictedinExhibitE-1. 

thoNEquadrantof4St.S./PokegamaAve.S.intersection: 
CommunityDevelopmentDept.Staffhasidentifiedaunique
situationwiththeproposedportionofR-O-Wtobevacated

thwithintheNEquadrantofthesubjectintersection.4
StreetS.,eastofLelandAve.(PokegamaAve.),wasoriginally
platted,whollywithinGarlandsAddition,andisthenorthern
edgeoftheplat.Whenright-of-wayisvacated,½oftheR-O- 
Wrevertstoabuttingpropertyownerswithintheplat.In

ththisinstance,withthenorthernedgeof4StreetS.being
theplatboundary(thePlatofTownofGrandRapidsis

thdirectlynorth)anyandallvacated4StreetR-O-Winthis
areawouldreverttotheadjacentpropertyownertothe
south.TheCityofGrandRapidscurrentlyownssaid
property(Lots18-20,Blk.1,GarlandsAdd).Thisproperty



thwaspurchasedinanticipationofthe4Streetalignment
project,andtheCitycurrentlymaintainstheportionsof
propertyandR-O-Wnotcurrentlybeingusedforroadwayor
sidewalk/trail. 

ConclusionofExhibitEsummary:Uponreviewby
thePlanningCommission,staffwouldrecommend
thattherevisedareaofvacationintheSWquadrant
oftheintersection,ExhibitE-1,beforwardedonto
theCityCouncil.Additionally,asthereisnogainin
property,oruseof,byadjoiningpropertyownersin
theNEquadrantoftheintersection,staffwould
recommendthatitisnotnecessaryforthisarea(NE
quadrant)ofproposedvacationtomoveforwardfor
considerationbytheCityCouncil. 

ExhibitF: Portionofretainedutilityeasementovervacated11thSt
rdNEfrom3AveNEtothealleyadjacenttoBlock9,Kearney’sFirst

Addition. 
oInAugustof1985,theCityCounciladoptedRes.#85-50

thrdRecordNo.427940)vacating11St.NEfrom3Ave.NEto
stthealleyadjacenttoBlock9,Kearney’s1Add.Withinthe

resolution,autilityeasementwasreservedovertheentire
area,duetoanexistingoverheadpowerlineand
undergroundtelephonecable.Thepropertyownerofthe
subjectlothasinquiredastotheneedforafullutility
easement(excludingtheareaneededtoaccommodatethe
overheadpower)overtheentirearea,astheywouldliketo
utilizeaportionoftheyardareaforanaccessorybuilding. 
ThePublicWorksDepartmenthasconductedautilitylocate
whichconfirmednoundergroundutilitiesexistinthe
proposedareatobevacated. 

Therewerenoconcernsorobjectionsregardingthevacations,asproposed
andamended)fromthestaffreviewcommitteewhichconsistsofthePublic

WorksDepartment,EngineeringDepartment,CommunityDevelopment
Department,andtheGrandRapidsPublicUtilitiesCommission. 

PursuanttoMinnesotaStatute412.851,theCityCouncilinitiatedthe
processtoconsidertheseright-of-wayandeasementvacationsattheir
August24,2015meeting. 

Whenconsideringthevacationofpublicright-of-wayandpubliceasements, Considerations: 
thePlanningCommissionmustmakefindingsoffactbasedontheattached
listofconsiderations. 
StaffrecommendsthatthePlanningCommissionersvisitthesites,reviewRecommendation: 
thecommentssubmittedbytheReviewCommittee,andreviewtherelevant



sectionsoftheComprehensivePlan. 

PriortomakingarecommendationtotheCityCounciltoapprove/not
approvetheproposedvacations,thePlanningCommissionshouldmake
specificfindingstosupportitsrecommendationandreferencethosespecific
findingsintheirmotiontoeitherapproveornotapprovetheright-of-way
andeasementvacations. 
PassamotionforwardingarecommendationtotheCityCouncilforapprovalRequiredAction: 
ornon-approvaloftheproposedpublicright-of-wayandpubliceasement
vacations. 

ExampleMotion: 

Motionby_______,secondby________that,basedonthefindings
offactpresentedheretoday,andinthepublic’sbestinterest,the
PlanningCommissiondoesherebyforwardtotheCityCouncila
recommendationto(approve)(notapprove)thevacationofpublic
right-of-waysandpubliceasementidentifiedas: 

Exhibits:A,B,C,D,E-1,F

Contingentonthefollowingstipulation(s)/recommendations: 

Attachments: 
MemofromCityEngineer-SiteMaps/Exhibits
ListofthePlanningCommissionsVacation
Considerations



MEMORANDUM

Date:   August13, 2015

To: RobMattei, CommunityDevelopmentDirector
CC: JeffDavies, PublicWorksDirector

From: JulieKennedy, CityEngineer

Re: RoutineCityInitiatedVacations

WiththecompletionoftheCrystalLakeBoulevardandPokegamaAvenueSouthReconstruction
projects, therearenowsectionsofRight-OfWay (ROW) thatcanbevacated.  Thefollowingare
recommendedbytheEngineeringDepartmentforvacation.  

rdth3AvenueNE Southof12StreetNE (ExhibitA)  
rdththSeveralyearsback3AvenueNEbetween11StreetNEand12StreetNEwasvacated.   

However, inthatvacationprocess, aportionoftheROWwasretainedonthenorthernend,  
thadjacentto12StreetNE, untiltheareathatwouldbeneededfortheCrystalLakeBoulevard

projectcouldbedetermined.  NowthattheCrystalLakeBoulevardprojectiscomplete, the
EngineeringDepartmentisrecommendingthattheROWbevacatedasdepictedinthefollowing
picture. Theredcrosshatchedtriangle, generallylocatedonthewestandnorthernportionofthe
rightofway, shouldberetainedasautilityandstreeteasement.   

nd2StreetSW (ExhibitB)  
ndWiththeaccessclosureof2 StreetSWtoPokegamaAvenue, theEngineeringDepartmentis

recommendingthattheEasterly115feetbevacated, butretainutilityeasementsovertheentire
vacation.   

3rdStreetSW (ExhibitC)  
Withtheaccessclosureof3rdStreetSWtoPokegamaAvenue, theEngineeringDepartmentis
recommendingthattheEasterly100feetbevacated, butretainutilityandsidewalk/trail
easementsovertheentirevacation.   



3rdStreetSE (ExhibitD)  
Withtheaccessclosureof3rdStreetSEtoPokegamaAvenue, theEngineeringDepartmentis
recommendingthattheWesterly70feetbevacated, butretainutilityandsidewalk/trail
easementsovertheentirevacation.   

4thStreetSouth/PokegamaAvenue (ExhibitE)  
thTheintersectionof4StreetSouthandPokegamaAvenueismorecomplicatedwhenitcomesto

whatpropertyinterestsshouldtheCityretain.  TheCityownsthreelotsoutlinedinredonthe
followingdrawing.  Thetanareashowsthe80ROWthatshouldberetainedforthere-aligned
th4St.  WearerequestingthatthePlanningCommissionreviewtheCity-ownedlotsanddecide

whatportionsoftheproperties, outsideofthe80requiredROW, shouldberetained, ifany, for
publicpurpose.  Oncethathasbeencompleted, itwilllikelybenecessarytohavealegalsurvey
completedpriortorecommendingpotentialvacationsofrightofwaysandsaleofexcess
properties.  

11thStreetNE (ExhibitF)  
thrdOnAugust14, 1985, theCityCounciladoptedResolution85-50vacating11StNEfrom3

AveNEtothealleyadjacenttoBlock9, KearneysFirstAddition. (attachedafterExhibits) The
resolutiondedicatedtheentirevacatedROWasautilityeasementbecauseofunderground
telephonecable.  Atthistime, theEngineeringDepartmentisrecommendingvacatingtheportion
oftheutilityeasementintheredcrosshatchedarea, whichisgenerallylocatedasthenorthern
portionoftheeasement.  ThePublicWorksDepartmenthasconductedautilitylocatethat
confirmednoundergroundutilitiesexistintheproposedarea. (attachedafterResolution85-50)  































areaofrevisedvacation) ExhibitE-1

Revisedareaof
proposedvacation. 

5025050Feet



thS½ofUnionSt.(4St.SW),asrepresentedinthePlatofCentral
DivisionofGrandRapidsLYGADJtotheE½ofLot6&Lots7-10,Block
21&LYGsoutheasterlyofthefollowingdescribedline:Beginningata
pointalongtheNlineofBlock21LYG11.5ft.easterlyoftheNWcorner
ofLot4,Block21,thencenortheasterlytoapointofintersectionofthe
NlineoftheS½ofUnionSt.LYG62ft.Wofthenortherlyextensionof
theEastlineofLot10,Block21&thereterminating.AndLesstheS11
ft.thereof,allinthePlatofCentralDivisionofGrandRapids,Itasca
County,Minnesota



PLANNINGCOMMISSION

Considerations

RIGHT-OF-WAYVACATIONS

1.Istheright-of-wayneededfortrafficpurposes? 
Why/Whynot? 

2.Istheright-of-wayneededforpedestrianpurposes? 
Why/Whynot? 

3.Istheright-of-wayneededforutilitypurposes? 
Why/Whynot? 

4.Wouldvacatingtheright-of-wayplaceadditionallandonthetaxrolls? 
Why/Whynot? 

5.Wouldvacatingtheright-of-wayfacilitateeconomicdevelopmentinthe
City? 
Why/Whynot? 



PLANNINGCOMMISSION

Considerations

EASEMENTVACATIONS

1.Istheeasementneededfortrafficpurposes? 

Why/Whynot? 

2.Istheeasementneededforpedestrianpurposes? 

Why/Whynot? 

3.Istheeasementneededforutilitypurposes? 

Why/Whynot? 

4.Wouldvacatingtheeasementplaceadditionallandonthetaxrolls? 

Why/Whynot? 

5.Wouldvacatingtheeasementfacilitateeconomicdevelopmentinthe
City? 

Why/Whynot? 


