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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS

LegislationDetails (WithText) 

File #: Version: Name: 15-16391ApprovetheminutesoftheSeptember3, 2015, 
4:00pmregularmeeting. 

Type: Status: MinutesApproved

Filecreated: Incontrol: 9/21/2015PlanningCommission

Onagenda: Finalaction: 10/1/2015

Title: ApprovetheminutesoftheSeptember3, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

Sponsors: 

Indexes: 

Codesections: 

Attachments: September3, 2015MeetingMinutes

DateVer.ActionByActionResult

10/1/20151PlanningCommissionApprovedasPresentedbyCommission

ApprovetheminutesoftheSeptember3, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

BackgroundInformation: 
Seeattacheddraftmeetingminutes. 

StaffRecommendation: 
ApprovetheminutesoftheSeptember3, 2015, 4:00pmregularmeeting. 

CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSPage1of1Printedon5/20/2021
poweredbyLegistar™ 
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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS

LegislationDetails (WithText) 

File #: Version: Name: 15-16491ConductaPublicHearingtoconsideravariance
petitionsubmittedbyZionLutheranChurch. 

Type: Status: PublicHearingPCPublicHearing

Filecreated: Incontrol: 9/22/2015PlanningCommission

Onagenda: Finalaction: 10/1/2015

Title: ConductaPublicHearingtoconsideravariancepetitionsubmittedbyZionLutheranChurch. 

Sponsors: 

Indexes: 

Codesections: 

Attachments: ZionLutheranChurchVariance: StaffReportw/map
VarianceConsiderations
ZionLutheranChurchVarianceApplication

DateVer.ActionByActionResult

10/1/20151PlanningCommission

ConductaPublicHearingtoconsideravariancepetitionsubmittedbyZionLutheranChurch. 

BackgroundInformation: 
SeeattachedStaffReportandBackgroundInformation. 

StaffRecommendation: 
ConductaPublicHearingtoconsideravariancepetitionsubmittedbyZionLutheranChurch. 

CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSPage1of1Printedon5/20/2021
poweredbyLegistar™ 



PlanningCommission
StaffReport

AgendaItem#2CommunityDevelopmentDate:10/1/2015
Department

ConductaPublicHearingtoconsideravariancepetitionsubmittedbyZionStatementofIssue: 
LutheranChurch. 
ZionLutheranChurchhasappliedforonevariance,whichifgranted,wouldBackground: 
allowforreplacementandreconfigurationoftheirsignlocatedat:2901S. 
USHwy169. 

Thesubjectpropertyis14acresinarea,andlocatedwithinaAG
Agricultural)zoningdistrict.Thepropertyislegallydescribedas: 

S600ft.ofSWNWLYGWofHWY169,SECTION33,TOWNSHIP
55N,RANGE25W,ItascaCounty,Minnesota. 

ZionLutheranChurchhasrequestedthePlanningCommission’s
considerationofonevariancefromSection30-680(f)oftheMunicipalCode, 
whichlistsstructuralrequirementsforsigns,morespecifically,lightedsigns
thatgivetheillusionofmovement.Subpartfrequiresanysuchsigntobe
morethantenfeetabovethegroundandmorethan150ft.fromany
intersectioncontrolledbyatrafficsignal. 

Therequestedvariance,ifapproved,wouldallowfortheChurch’s
replacementoftheirexistingmonumentsignwithasignthathasadigital
readerboard”componenttoit.Asproposedthebottomportionofthe

newsignwouldbe4ft.aboveground,whichisa6ft.reductioninheight, 
aboveground,fromtherequired10ft.minimumheightabovegroundfor
lightedsignsthatgivetheillusionofmovement. 

Theapplicant,withinthevariancepetition,citestheelevationofthesign
location,atapproximately6ft.abovetheelevationoftheroadway,asa
uniquecircumstancetothissituation.Witha4ft.proposedheightabove
theground,atthesignslocation,thereaderboardportionofthesign
wouldbeapproximately10ft.abovetheheightofthedrivingsurface(Hwy. 
169),andfromtheirperspective,wouldmeettheintentoftheZoning
Ordinance’srequiredheightclearanceaboveground,andnotbedirectlyat
eyelevelofmotoristswherethesignmovementwouldbeapotential
distraction. 

Thereplacementandreconfigurationofthesubjectsign,asproposedwithin
thevarianceapplication,wouldrequirethePlanningCommission’sapproval
ofonevariance; 
1.Section30-680(f)oftheMunicipalCodewhichaddressesStructural

Requirementsforsigns: 



f)Flashinglights.Signsshallnotbeerectedormaintainedthat
containanyflashinglightoranylightsthatgivetheillusionof
movementunlesssuchlightorlightsaremorethantenfeetabove
thegroundandmorethan150feetfromanyintersectioncontrolled
byatrafficsignal. 

Whenreviewingarequestforavariance,thePlanningCommissionmustConsiderations: 
makefindingsbasedontheattachedlistofconsiderations. 

StaffrecommendsthatthePlanningCommissionersvisitthesiteandlookatRecommendation: 
thesituation. 

Priortomakingamotiontoapproveordenytherequest,thePlanning
Commissionshouldmakespecificfindingstosupportitsrecommendation
andreferencethosespecificfindingsintheirmotiontoeitherapproveor
denythevariance(s). 

Approveamotiontoeither:approve,approvewithadditionalconditions,orRequiredAction: 
denythepetitionedvariance. 

ExampleMotion: 

Motionby_______,secondby________that,basedonthefindings
offactpresentedheretoday,andinthepublic’sbestinterest,the
PlanningCommissiondoeshereby(grant)(deny)thefollowing
variancetoZionLutheranChurch,forthepropertylegallydescribed
as:S600ft.ofSWNWLYGWofHWY169,SECTION33,TOWNSHIP
55N,RANGE25W,ItascaCounty,Minnesota; 

toallowaone-timewaiveroftherequirementsofSection
30-680(f)oftheMunicipalCodeforthereplacementofa
monumentsignwithasignthathasadigital“readerboard” 
componenttoit,thebottomportionofwhichwouldbe4ft. 
aboveground,ora6ft.reductioninheight,aboveground, 
fromtherequired10ft.minimumheightabovegroundfor
lightedsignsthatgivetheillusionofmovement,asproposed
withinthepetitionersvarianceapplication. 

IfthePlanningCommissionwishestoplaceconditionsupontheir
approval,thefollowingshouldbeaddedtothemotion:) 

andthatthefollowingcondition(s)shallapply: 

Attachments: 
SiteMap
Copyofthevariancepetitionandassociateddocumentation
ListofthePlanningCommissionsVarianceConsiderations
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PLANNINGCOMMISSION

Considerations

VARIANCE

1.Isthisan“Area”varianceratherthana“Use”variance? 

2.Doestheproposalputpropertytouseina
Why/Whynot- 

3.Istheowner’splightduetocircumstanceswhichareuniquetothepropertyand
whicharenotself-createdbytheowner? 

Why/Whynot- 

4.Isthevarianceinthepurposesandintentofthe
Why/Whynot- 

5.Willthevariance,ifgranted,altertheofthelocality? 
Why/Whynot- 

6.Isthevariancethe? 
Why/Whynot- 


















