
CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

GRACE HOUSE — 501 SW 1ST AVENUE

DATE:  APRIL 24, 2013

TIME:  4: 00 P. M.

ACTION

4: 00 CALL TO ORDER:

CALL OF ROLL: Present Absent

Commissioner LaPlant

Commissioner powell

Commissioner Freeman, Chair

Commissioner Hall, Vice Chair

Commissioner Learmont

Commissioner Nichols

Commissioner Sanderson

Commissioner Weidendorf

Commissioner Noyce

MEETING PROTOCOL POLICY:

Please be aware that the Council has adopted a Meeting Protocol Policy which
informs attendees of the Council's desire to conduct meetings in an orderly manner
which we/comes all civil input from citizens and interested parties.   If you are

unaware of the policy, copies ( orange color) are available in the wall file by the
Council entrance.

SETTING OF REGULAR AGENDA:

This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as presented or add/ delete an
Agenda item by a majority vote of the Commission members present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     March 27, 2013 regular meeting

FINANCIALS

CORRESPONDENCE:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

OLD BUSINESS:

Work plan update

Update on Ethics training for City staff and Law Enforcement

NEW BUSINESS:

REPORTS ON CALLS AND INQUIRIES:

PENDING COMPLAINTS:

OTHER:

ADJOURNMENT:



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION
CONFERENCEROOM2A – 420NORTHPOKEGAMAAVENUE

WEDNESDAY, MARCH27, 2013 – 4:00P.M.  

CALLTOORDER: Pursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregular meetingoftheGrand
RapidsHumanRightsCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2AofCityHall, 420North
PokegamaAvenue, GrandRapids, Minnesota, onWednesday, March27, 2013at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  OnaCallofRoll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  Commissioners:   
LaPlant, Dowell, Hall, Learmont, Nichols, Sanderson, WeidendorfandNoyce.  Absent
CommissionChairFreeman.  

StaffPresent:  MichelePalkki

CALLTOORDER: ThemeetingwascalledtoorderbyVice-ChairHallat4:00p.m.  
Introductionsweremadeandnewmemberswelcomed.  

SETTINGOFREGULARAGENDA:   Additionstoregularagenda:  
OralHistory
PoliceDepartmentEthicsWorkshop

APPROVALOFMINUTES:    February27, 2013regularmeeting

MOTIONBYCOMMISSIONERSANDERSON, SECONDBYCOMMISSIONER
NOYCE TOAPPROVETHEMINUTESOFFEBRUARY27, 2013 AS
PRESENTED.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

RoundTableDiscussion:  

CommissionerSandersongaveabriefover-viewandpurposeofthecommission.  Wearehereto
helpandnotinvestigate.  Ourjobistohaveacommunityfreeofalldiscrimination.  AttheState
Level, GrandRapidsisseenasamodelcity.  Thenewestmemberswereaskedwhytheychoseto
beontheHumanRightsCommission; thecommonresponsewastheywantedtoseeeveryone
treatedequallyandnotbediscriminatedagainst.  Othermembersstatedthesame.  

Correspondence:  
Thecommissionwouldliketohaveanupdateddirectory
ThecommissionwouldalsolikecopiesoftheCityCalendar (8 ½ x11)  

OldBusiness:  
Updateonsamesexmarriageinformation.  Adiscussionwasheldregardingthisbeing
thelastdaytheSupremeCourtishearingtestimony.  Itwasnotedthatadvocacyneedsto
bestatedatastatelevelandnotjustlocally.   CommissionerDowellnotedshehad
contactedstaterepresentativeSenatorSaxhaugdirectlyandencouragedotherstocontact
theirrepresentativesandopenadialoguewiththem.  
IslamicArtFilmReview – memberswhoattendedreporteditwasagoodfilm
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NewBusiness
CirclesofHealing – CommissionerLaPlantgaveahandouttomemberspresentthatgave
abriefhistoryofwhatCirclesofHealingis.  Thegroupisopentoeveryoneandmeets
monthly.  Thegrouphassetgoalsandplansfor2014, whichincludeanartexhibit, and
signsaroundtown.  ContactCommissionerLaPlantformoreinformation.  
OralHistoryofHomelessness – CommissionerSandersonreportedthattheGraceHouse
isopenforgroupstocome, seethefacility, andmeetsomeoftheirfamilies.  Itwas
proposedthatthenextHumanRightsCommissionMeetingshouldmeetattheGrace
HousefortheirmeetinginApril.  CommissionerSandersonwillcheckintoavailability
andreporttotheCitysotheycanpreparethenoticeofvenuechangeforthismeeting.  

thEthicsTrainingforlawenforcementonApril9 & 10 attheGrandRapidsFireHall.   
Thesessionsarescheduledfrom12:30 – 4:30pmonApril9and8:00 – 12:00noonon
April10.  Commissionersarewelcometoattendeithersession.    

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:25pm.  

Respectfullysubmitted,     MichelePalkki


