
I CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
CITY HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM 2B, 420 N. POKEGAMA AVE.

DATE:  JANUARY 29, 2014

TIME:  4:00 P. M.

4: 00 CALL TO ORDER:

CALL OF ROLL: Present Absent

Commissioner LaPlant

Commissioner powell

Commissioner Freeman, Chair

Commissioner Hall, Vice Chair

Commissioner Learmont
Commissioner Nichols

Commissioner Sanderson

Commissioner Weidendorf

Commissioner Noyce

MEETING PROTOCOL POLICY:

P/ease be aware that the Council has adopted a Meeting Protocol Policy which informs attendees of
the Council' s desire to conduct meetings in an orderly manner which welcomes all civil input from
citizens and interested parties.  If you are unaware of the policy, copies (orange co/or) are available
in the wall file by the Council entrance.

SETTING OF REGULAR AGENDA:

This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as presented or add/delete an
Agenda item by a majority vote of the Commission members present.

PRESENTATION:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     January 8, 2014 regular meeting

FINANCIALS:

Review Revenue & Expenditures for period ending January 31, 2014
Approve payment of invoice for Brewed Awakenings in the amount of$ 183.00

CORRESPONDENCE:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

CIRCLE OF HEALING UPDATE:

OLD BUSINESS:

Bukata Hayes  Review presentation of January 28, 2014
March Homeless Exhibit

NEW BUSINESS:

Letter of support for Why Treaties Matter and funding

REPORTS ON CALLS AND INQUIRIES:

PENDING COMPLAINTS:

OTHER:

ADJOURNMENT:



CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof a regular meeting of the Grand Rapids
Human Rights Commission was held in Conference Room 2B of City Hall, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, on
Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 4:00 p. m.

CALL OF ROLL: On a Call of Roll, the following members were present: Commissioners:  Freeman,
Dowell, LaPlant, Nichols, Noyce, Sanderson, Weidendorf, and Hall. Absent: Commissioner: Learmont.

Staff Present: Lynn DeGrio, Kimberly Johnson- Gibeau

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 4: 00 p. m.

ADDITIONS:  Oral History of Homelessness Exhibit
Children' s Mental Health

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER NOYCE, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER HALL TO

APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH NOTED ADDITIONS. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:      November 27, 2013 meeting

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HALL, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER NICHOLS TO

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 27, 2013 AS PRESENTED. Motion passed by
unanimous vote.

FINANCIALS: Noted that plaques for the Flag Installation on September 12, 2013 were paid, $ 500, from

the 2013 budget.

CIRCLE OF HEALTNG UPDATE:

Commissioner LaPlant discussed exhibit" Why Treaties Matter," which will be moved to the Itasca

County area for a period of one to two years.

OLD BUSINESS:

Bukata Ha, Mr. Hayes will speak on Growing Diversity in Rural Minnesota on January 28, 2014 at
the local library from 12PM— 2PM. Commissioner Freeman will prepare a flyer for the afternoon event

at the library. Commissioner powell will set up refreshments.

NEW BUSINESS:

2014 Dues for League of MN Human Ri hts Commission:

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SANDERSON, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER DOWELL TO
APPROVE PAYMENT OF 2014 DUES FOR LEAGUE OF MN CITIES HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSION. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

LMHRC Annual Meeting— Saturdav Februarv 23 2014
Tlle meeting will take place in Riclifield, MN and is open to Commissioners. No action required.



Oral History of Homelessness
Commissioner Sauderso states that tl e i teractive homelessness exhibit will open Marcl 7, 2014 from

SPM to 7PM. The Commission will be able to do several events during the month at MacRostie, in
conjunction with tl e exllibit.

Children' s Mental Health

A SK fundraiser for Children' s Mental Health has made funds available for education. A request has

been made to the Commission to assist in recommending speakers, programs, etc. to help educate tlie
community on mental health issues. Commission members will take this under consideration.

Reports on calls& inquiries: None

Pending Complaints None

Other:  The Commission acknowledges the 80`' birthday of Commissioner Jackie Dowell. Happy
Birthday Jackie!

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4: 45 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Kimberly Johnson-Gibeau, City Clerk
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Brewed Awakenings Coffeehouse
NE `

f' 
Strect, Grand Rapi ls, VIN 5744

H zman Rights C' ommi sion

Jackie Dowell 212- 413?

I.,ocation: Grand Rapids Library Meeting Room
Uate:    1 1 : 30am, Tuesday, January 14, ? 014

5 air pots f r wed wakenings Drip Coffee 69.47

100 cups, cream and sugar, stir st icks

dozen Gran ma Irene G ingersnaps 33. 50

1 dozen Oatmeal Rai in Cookies 1 F. 75

l dazen M c ch Lava Cookies ( gluten f-ee) 21 . 00

1 dozen Peanut Butter Coakies ( gluten free)      1. 00

Cookies to be baked '/ 2 size giving you 120 cookies rather than the 60 billcd
Delivery Fee l 0. 00

Total l 71 . 7?



CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 31 , 2014

With Comparative Totals for the Period Ending December 31, 2013

Actual Actual

1/ 31/ 2014 12/ 31/ 2013

Human Rights Budgeted Expenditures    $    3, 000 3, 000

Brochures

Poster, Letterhead & Reprints

Supplies

Copy Supplies 37

Video/Books 513

Advertising
Dues 100 100

Postage 9

Seminars/Meetings/ Schools 183 237

SpeakerExpenses

Healing Journey Deficit 632

Flag Installation Placques 500

City Staff Training
Contracted Services- Legal 228

Balance Available 2, 717 744

Healing Journey Sponsorships 2, 150

Healing Journey Expenditures
Amazon- Kind Hearted Woman 34

Brewed Awakenings 248

Robin Poor Bear      ,     2, 500

Total Expenditures 2, 782

Surplus/ Deficit)  632)
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Payroll 5 30 PM

Housing/ Redevelopment Authority     Flex Benefds Deadline
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2014 Diversity Holidays
The United States is rich with diversity, which is reflected in the observances celebrated by its various

cultures and populations. Knowledge of the following diversity holidays and celebrations can enhance your

diversity and inclusion efforts. (Please note: All dates are for 2014.)

JANUARY

January 6 is Epiphany, a holiday recognizing the visit of the three wise men to the baby Jesus 12 days after his birth.

The holiday is observed by both Eastern and Western churches.

January 14 is Makar Sankranti, a major harvest festival celebrated in various parts of India.

January 14 is also Eid Milad Un Nabi, an Islamic holiday commerating the birthday of the prophet Muhammad.

During this celebration, homes and mosques are decorated, large parades take place, and those observing the

holiday participate in charity events.

January 15 ( sunset) — January 16 ( sunset) is Tu B' shvat, a Jewish holiday recognizing " The New Year of the

Trees." It is celebrated on the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month of Shevat. In Israel, the flowering of the almond tree

usually coincides with this holiday, which is observed by planting trees and eating dried fruits and nuts.

January 16 is Mahayana New Year celebrated on the first full- moon day in January by members of the Mahayana
Buddhist branch.

January 19 is World Religion Day. This day is observed by those of the Baha' i faith to promote interfaith harmony

and understanding.

Third Monday in January (January 20) is Martin Luther King Day, commemorating the birth of Martin Luther King,
Jr., the recipient of the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize and an activist for non- violent social change until his assassination in

1968.

January 18- 25 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. During the week, Christians pray for unity between all
churches of the Christian faith.

January 26 is Republic Day of India. This day recognizes the date the Constitution of India came into law in 1950,

replacing the Government of India Act of 1935.  This day also coincides with India' s 1930 declaration of
independence.

January 31 is the birthday of Guru Har Rai, the seventh Sikh guru.

January 31 also marks the start of the Asian Lunar New Year, celebrated by many Asian groups including Chinese,
Vietnamese, and Koreans. This year is the Year of the Wooden Horse.

January 31- February 14 marks the Chinese New Year. This year is the Year of the Wooden Horse. Chinese New

Year is the most important holiday in the Chinese lunisolar calendar and is recognized by gift giving, parades,

decorations, and feasting. The celebration culminates with the Lantern Festival on February 14.

FEBRUARY

February is Black History Month in the United States and Canada. Since 1976, the month has been designated to

remember the contributions of people of the African Diaspora.

February 8 is Nirvana Day, the commemoration of Buddha' s death at the age of 80, when he reached the zenith of

Nirvana. February 15 is an alternative date of observance.

February 17 is PresidenYs Day, originally established to honor Presidents Washington and Lincoln, it now serves as
a reminder of the contributions of all U. S. presidents.

February 26— March 1 are Intercalary Days for people of the Baha' i faith. At this time, days are added to the Baha' i

calendar to maintain their solar calendar. Intercalary days are observed with gift giving, special acts of charity, and

preparation for the fasting that precedes the new year.

February 27 is Mahashivratri, a Hindu holiday that honors Shiva, one of the Hindu deities.

MARCH

March is Women' s History Month. Started in 1987, Women' s History Month recognizes all women for their valuable

contributions to history and society.
March is also National Mental Retardation Awareness Month, which was established to increase awareness and

understanding of issues affecting people with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities.



March is National Multipie Sclerosis Education and Awareness Month. It was established to raise public awareness

of the autoimmune disease that affects the brain and spinal cord and assist those with multiple sclerosis in making
informed decisions about their health care.

March 2 is Losar, the Tibetan Buddhist New Year. Losar, which means new year in Tibetan, is considered the most

important holiday in Tibet.

March 5 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent in the Christian faith. As a display of atonement, ashes are marked

on worshippers. Lent, which is observed during the seven weeks prior to Easter, is a time of reflection and

preparation for the Holy Week and is observed by fasting, charitable giving, and worshipping.
March 8 is International Women' s Day. First observed in 1911 in Germany, it has now become a major global
celebration honoring women' s economic, political, and social achievements.
March 13 — April 15 is Deaf History Month. This observance celebrates key events in deaf history, including the
founding of Gallaudet University and the American School for the Deaf.
March 15 ( sunset)- March 16 ( sunset) is Purim, a Jewish celebration that marks the time when the Jewish

community living in Persia was saved from genocide. According to the Book of Esther, King Ahasuerus' s political

advisor planned to have all the Jews killed; however, his plot was foiled when Esther, one of the king' s wives,
revealed her Jewish identity. On Purim, Jewish people offer charity and share food with friends.

March 16 is Magha Puja Day, a Buddhist holiday that marks an event early in the Buddha' s teaching life when a
group of 1, 250 enlightened saints, ordained by the Buddha, gathered to pay their respect to him.

March 17 is St. Patrick' s Day, a holiday started in Ireland to recognize St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, who

brought Christianity to the country in the early days of the faith.

March 17 is also Holi, a Hindu and Sikh spring religious festival observed in India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, along with
other countries that have large Hindu and Sikh populations. People celebrate Holi by throwing colored powder and
water at each other. Bonfires are lit the day before in the memory of the miraculous escape that young Prahlad
accomplished when Demoness Holika carried him into the fire.

March 29 is Good Friday, celebrated by Christians to commemorate the execution of Jesus by crucifixion and is
recognized on the Friday before Easter.

APRIL

April is Celebrate Diversity Month, started in 2004 to recognize and honor the diversity surrounding us all. By
celebrating differences and similarities during this month,  organizers hope that people will get a deeper

understanding of each other.

April is Autism Awareness Month, established to raise awareness about the developmental disorder that affects

children' s normal development of social and communication skills.

April 2 is World Autism Awareness Day, created to raise awareness of the developmental disorder around the globe.

April 8 is Ram Navami, a Hindu festival commemorating the birth of Lord Rama, a popular deity in Hinduism. People
celebrate the holiday by sharing stories and visiting temples.

April 14 ( sunset)- April 22 ( sunset) is Passover, a Jewish holiday celebrated each spring in remembrance of the
Jews' deliverance out of slavery in Egypt in 1300 B. C. On the first two days of Passover, a traditional Seder is eaten

and the story of deliverance is shared.

April 18 is Palm Sunday, a holiday recognized by Christians to commemorate the entry of Jesus in Jerusalem. It is
the last Sunday of Lent and the beginning of the Holy Week.

April 20 is Easter, a holiday celebrated by Christians to recognize Jesus' return from death after the crucifixion. It is

considered to be the most important Christian holiday.

MAY

May is Asian-American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in the United States. The month of May was chosen to
commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to the United States on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary
of the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. The majority of the workers who laid the tracks on
the project were Chinese immigrants.

May is also Older Americans Month, established in 1963 to honor the legacies and contributions of older Americans

and to support them as they enter their next stage of life.

May 21 is World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development, a day set aside by the United Nations as
an opportunity to deepen our understanding of the values of cultural diversity and to learn to live together better.



May 25 is Lailat al Mairaj. On this day, Muslims celebrate Prophet Muhammad' s night journey from Makkah to
Jerusalem and his ascension to heaven.

JUNE

June is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, established to recognize the impact that gay, lesbian,

bisexual, and transgender individuals have had on the world. Gay, lesbian, and bisexual groups celebrate this special

time with pride parades, picnics, parties, memorials for those lost to hate crimes and HIV/AIDS, and other group

gatherings. The last Sunday in June is Gay Pride Day.

June 12 is Lailat al Bara' a, celebrated as the night of forgiveness by Muslims.

June 14 is Flag Day in the United States. This day is observed to celebrate the history and symbolism of the
American flag.

June 15 is Native American Citizenship Day. This observance commemorates the day in 1924 when the United

States Congress passed legislation recognizing the citizenship of Native Americans.
On June 16, Sikhs observe the Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev. Guru Arjan Dev was the fifth Sikh guru and the first

Sikh martyr.

June 19 is Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day. It is observed as a public holiday in 14

U. S. states. This celebration honors the day in 1865 when slaves in Texas and Louisiana finally heard they were free,

two months after the end of the Civil War. June 19, therefore, became the day of emancipation for thousands of
Blacks.

June 19 is also Corpus Christi, a Catholic celebration in honor of the Eucharist.

The last Sunday in June( June 29) is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender( LGBT) Pride Day in the United States.
June 29 marks the beginning of Ramadan, the Islamic month of fasting. Muslims abstain from eating, drinking, and

sexual activity from dawn until sunset, in efforts to teach patience,  modesty, and spirituality. This year, the

observance lasts until July 29.

JULY

On July 9, the Martyrdom of the Bab, Baha' is observe the anniversary of the Bab' s execution in Tabriz, Iran, in 1850.

July 11 is World Population Day, an observance established in 1989 by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme. The annual event is designed to raise awareness of global population issues.

July 13 is Asala—Dharma Day, which celebrates the anniversary of the start of the Buddha' s teaching.
July 23 is the birthday of Haile Selassie I, the Emperor of Ethiopia, who the Rastafarians consider to be God and
their Savior.

July 26 is Disability Independence Day, which marks the anniversary of the 1990 signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

July 29 is Eid al Fitr, the Muslim celebration commemorating the ending of Ramadan. It is a festival of thanksgiving to

Allah for enjoying the month of Ramadan. It involves wearing one' s finest clothing, saying prayers, and nurturing
understanding of other religions.

AUGUST

August 4 ( sunset) - August 5 ( sunset) Tisha B' Av, an annual fasting day, is observed to commemorate the
tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people.

August 6 is Transfiguration, a holiday recognized by Orthodox Christians to celebrate when Jesus became radiant,
and communed with Moses and Elijah on Mount Tabor. To celebrate, adherents have a feast.

August 9 is International Day of the World' s Indigenous Peoples. The focus this year is " Indigenous peoples building

alliances: Honouring treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements."

August 10 is Raksha Bandhan, a Hindu holiday commemorating the loving kinship between a brother and a sister.

Raksha means protection in Hindi, and symbolizes the longing a sister has to be protected by her brother. During the

celebration, a sister ties a string around her brother's ( or brother-figure' s) wrist, and asks him to protect her. The

brother usually gives the sister a gift and agrees to protect her for life.

August 12 is Pioneer Day, observed by the Mormons to commemorate the arrival in 1847 of the first Latter Day
Saints pioneer in Salt Lake Valley.



August 17 is Marcus Garvey Day, which celebrates the birthday of the Jamaican politician and activist who is

revered by Rastafarians. Garvey is credited with starting the Back to Africa movement, which encouraged those of

African descent to return to the land of their ancestors during and after slavery in North America.
August 26 is Women' s Equality Day, which commemorates the August 26, 1920 certification of the 19th Amendment

to the United States Constitution, which gave women the right to vote. Congresswoman Bella Abzug first introduced a
proclamation for Women' s Equality Day in 1971. Since that time, every president has published a proclamation
recognizing August 26 as Women' s Equality Day.

August 28 is Janmashtami, a Hindu holiday recognizing Krishna' s birthday. Krishna is the highest god in the Hindu
faith.

SEPTEMBER

September 10 is Paryushana, the most revered Jain festival comprising eight or ten days of fasting and repentance.
September 11 is the Ethiopian New Year. Rastafarians celebrate the New Year on this date and believe that Ethiopia

is their spiritual home, a place they desire to return to.
September 15— October 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month. This month corresponds with Mexican Independence Day,
which is celebrated on September 16, and recognizes the revolution in 1810 that ended Spanish dictatorship.
September 24( sunset)—September 26 ( nightfall) is Rosh Hashanah, a holiday recognizing the Jewish New Year.
It is the first of the Jewish High Holy Days, and is marked by abstinence, prayer, repentance, and rest.

OCTOBER

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month. This observance was launched in 1945 when
Congress declared the first week in October as " National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week." In 1998, the

week was extended to a month and renamed. The annual event draws attention to employment barriers that still need

to be addressed.

October is also LGBT History Month, a U. S. observance started in 1994 to recognize lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender history and the history of the gay rights movement.

October 3 ( sunset)- October 4( sunset) is Yom Kippur. This holiday is the holiest day on the Jewish calendar and is

a day of atonement marked by fasting and ceremonial repentance.
October 4 marks the beginning of Dussehra ( Dasera), a ten day festival celebrated by Hinus to recognize Rama' s
victory over evil.

October 8 ( sunset)- October 15 ( sunset) is the Jewish holiday of Sukkot.  It is a time of rememberance of the

fragile tabernacles that Israelites lived in as they wandered the wilderness for 40 years. The first day of the holiday is
celebrated with prayers and special meals.

October 11 is National Coming Out Day. For those who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, this day

celebrates coming out and the recognition of the 1987 march on Washington for gay and lesbian equality.
Second Monday in October is National Indigenous People' s Day, which recognizes 500 years of resistance and the

continued existence of North American Indigenous people. This is celebrated in lieu of Columbus Day.
October 20 is Birth of the Bab, a holiday celebrated by the Baha' i recognizing the birth of the founder of the Baha' i
faith.

October 23 marks the beginning of Diwali ( the festival of lights), celebrated by Sikhs, Hindus, and Jains. The holiday
is observed with decorating homes with lights and candles, setting off fireworks, and distributing sweets and gifts.

NOVEMBER

November is National Native American Heritage Month, which celebrates the history and contributions of Native
Americans.

November 3 is Ashura, a holiday recognized by Muslims to mark the martyrdom of Hussain. It also commemorates

that day Noah left the ark and Moses was saved from the Egyptians by God.

November 11 is Veterans Day, an annual U. S. federal holiday honoring military veterans. The date is also celebrated

as Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other parts of the world and commemorates the ending of the first World
War in 1918.

November 12 is the Birth of Baha' u' llah, a day on which members of the Baha' i faith celebrate the birthday of the
founder of the Baha' i religion.



November 20 is Transgender Day of Remembrance, established in 1998 to memorialize those who have been killed

as a result of transphobia and raise awareness of the continued violence endured by the transgender community.

November 23 is Feast of Christ the King, the last holy Sunday in the western liturgical calendar. This day is observed

by the Roman Catholic Church, as well as many Anglicans, Lutherans, and other mainline Protestants.

DECEMBER

December 1 is Worid AIDS Day, which was created to commemorate those who have died of AIDS, and to

acknowledge the need for a continued commitment to all those affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

December 8 is Bodhi Day, a holiday observed by Buddhists to commemorate Gautama' s enlightenment under the
Bodhi tree at Bodhgaya, India.

December 10 is International Human Rights Day, established by the United Nations in 1948 to commemorate the

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

December 12 is Feast Day at Our Lady of Guadalupe. This day commemorates the appearance of the Virgin Mary
near Mexico City in 1531.

December 16- 24 is Las Posadas, a nine- day celebration in Mexico commemorating the trials Mary and Joseph

endured during their journey to Bethlehem.
December 16 ( sunset) - December 24 ( sunset) is Hanukkah ( Chanukah). Also known as the Festival of Lights, it is

an eight-day Jewish holiday recognizing the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. It is observed by lighting

candles on a Menorah— one for each day of the festival.

December 25 is Christmas, the day that Christians associate with Jesus' birth.
December 26 – January 1 is Kwanzaa, an African- American ho iday started by Maulana Karenga in 1966 to

celebrate universal African-American heritage. It is observed by lighting candles to represent each of the holiday' s

seven principles, libations, feasting, and gift giving.

http://www.diversitybestpractices.com/ 2014-diversity-holidays


