
CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
CITY HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM 213, 420 N. POKEGAMA AVE. 

DATE: WEDNESDAY, June 24, 2015

TIME: 4: 00 P. M. 

4: 00 CALL TO ORDER: 

CALL OF ROLL: 

Commissioner Becky LaPlant
Commissioner Jackie Dowell

Commissioner Mary Jo Wimmer
Commissioner Frieda Hall, Chai

Commissioner Doug Learmont
Commissioner Barb Sanderson, 

Commissioner Karen Noyce

Commissioner Alice Moren

Commissioner John Schirber

MEETING PROTOCOL POLICY: 

Present AAbsent
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Please be aware that the Council has adopted a Meeting Protocol Policy which informs attendees of
the Council' s desire to conduct meetings in an orderly manner which welcomes all civil input from
citizens and interested parties. if you are unaware of the policy, copies (orange color) are available
in the wall file by the Council entrance. 

TTING OF REGULAR AGENDA: 

This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as presented or add /delete an
Agenda item by a majority vote of the Commission members present. 

PRESENTATION: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

FINANCIALS: 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

CIRCLE OF HEALING UPDATE: 

May 27, 2015 Regular Meeting

OLD BUSINESS: Indigenous People' s Day
Tracks in the Snow

Bukata Hayes

Human Rights Office in Duluth — Letter of Support

Accessibility Meeting

NEW BUSINESS: 

REPORTS ON CALLS AND INQUIRIES: 

IONDING COMPLAINTS: 

OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: 



CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

CALL TO ORDER: Pursuant to due notice and call thereof a regular meeting of the Grand
Rapids Human Rights Commission was held in Conference Room 2B of City Hall, Grand
Rapids, Minnesota, on Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 4:00 p. m. 

CALL OF ROLL: On a Call of Roll, the following members were present: 
Commissioners: Barb Sanderson, Jackie Dowell, Doug Learmont, Alice Moren, John
Schirber, Karen Noyce

Absent Commissioners: Mary Jo Wimmer, Frieda Hall and Becky LaPlant

Staff: Michele Palkki, Administrative Assistant

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order 4:00 pm by vice -chair Sanderson. 

SETTING AGENDA Nothing to add

APPROVAL OF MINUTES April 29, 2015 Regular Meeting

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER DOWELL, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MOREN

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF APRIL 29, 2015 with the following corrections: 

At the bottom of page 1 where City Administrator Pagel spoke of the City of Grand Rapids
introducing a new ADA Sub Committee; Commissioner' s Sanderson, Schirber and Moren
would like to be part of the ADA subcommittee once it becomes established. Motion
passed by unanimous vote

For the benefit of the new members, Commissioner Sanderson explained the role of the
Commission. When there are problems /complaints that should arise these should be
directed to the Minnesota Department of Human Rights. 

FINANCIALS Financial Statements were distributed to the Commission. Commissioner
Sanderson reported that Human Rights Commission is a line item in the City
Administration Budget. 

CIRLCE OF HEALING UPDATE

Commissioner' s Sanderson and Noyce reported that they are moving forward on projects. 

0
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OLD BUSINESS

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE' S DAY

Commissioner Sanderson reported that the committee is putting together the activities
surrounding indigenous people' s day on October 12. There will be music, dance, 

refreshments, and an educational component. The next meeting will be held on June 15 at
4:00 pm. Anyone is invited to attend. A notice of quorum will be posted. 

TRACKS IN THE SNOW

Commissioner Learmont reported that the exhibit is traveling to outstate Minnesota as
well as being displayed in the Twin Cities. The preferred location suggested earlier by the
Commission is at the Grand Rapids Public Library. There are 25 panels each with a
picture and description plus some large banners. Co- sponsors need to be identified for this, 

project and possible other activities or events to be associated with the exhibit. The library
program committee will be meeting soon to look at their schedule and display space issues
and there will be a report to the Commission as details are clarified." 

BUKATA HAYES

Commissioner Sanderson reported that Bukata Hayes is scheduled to come to the Timber
Lake on September 17 with a breakfast at no cost. The Blandin Foundation has agreed to
sponsor part of this event and the program committee will be working with the Chamber
for other possible sponsors. There is some flexibility to possibly have him speak at the
College depending upon availability. Commissioner Noyce will work with ICC to see if
there is something that can be worked for the college students. 

NEW BUSINESS

HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE — DULUTH

Commissioner Sanderson reported briefly regarding the need to have a Human Rights
Office in Northern Minnesota. There is a request for the Minnesota Department of
Human Rights open an office in Duluth. Duluth Human Rights Commission is seeking
support to make this request happen. If the Human Rights Commission would favor this
they would like a letter of support. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE — DULUTH

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER NOYCE, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER

SCHIRBER TO WRITE A LETTER OF SUPPORT ON BEHALF OF THE GRAND

RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION TO OPEN A REGIONAL OFFICE IN

DULUTH. Motion passed by unanimous vote

The letter will be available at the next meeting on June 24, 2015. 

OTHER

Commissioner Dowell reported that there has not been any activity on the state web site
regarding human rights issues. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5: 00 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for June 24, 2015. 

Respectfully submitted, Michele Palkki, Administrative Assistant
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