
CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

CITY HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM 2B, 420 N. POKEGAMA AVE.
DATE:  JANUARY 2, 2019

TIME:  4:00 P. M.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission is to promote

a community of harmony and respect for the rights and dignity of all.

4: 00 CALL TO ORDER:

CALL OF ROLL:

Commissioner Hall Commissioner Schirber

Commissioner Ensley-Vice Chair Commissioner Noyce
Commissioner Learmont Commissioner Weidendorf
Commissioner Friesen Commissioner Moren- Chair

Vacant

SETTING OF AGENDA:

This is an opportunity to approve the agenda as presented or add/ delete an
Agenda item by a majority vote of the Commission members present.

PUBLIC FORUM:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     November 28, 2018 Regular Meeting

2019 Work Plan Development

ADJOURNMENT:



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:  PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrand
RapidsHumanRightsCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2B, GrandRapidsCityHall,  
GrandRapids, Minnesota, onWednesday, November28, 2018at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  OnaCallofRoll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  CommissionersAlice
Moren, DeannaEnsley, DougLearmont, MelissaWeidendorf, KarenNoyce, LeaFriesen, and
JohnSchirber.  

Absent:  FriedaHall

CALLTOORDER CommissionerEnsleycalledthemeetingtoorderat4:00pm.  

SETTINGAGENDA
Addition:    

DiscussionwithArts & CultureCommission
MeetingdatechangeforDecembermeeting

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerEnsleytoapprovethe
agendaasamended. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

APPROVALOFMINUTES October31, 2018 RegularMeeting

MotionbyCommissionerNoyce, secondbyCommissionerSchirbertoapprove
minutesforOctober31, 2018aspresented.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

PRESENTATION:  
SonjaMerrild & KathyDodge, representingtheArts & CultureCommission, discusstheArt
AdoptionandAcquisitionplanfortheCity. InanswertotherequestfortheA&CCommissionto
purchasetheBusticoganpaintingbyTomPagecreatedfortheIndigenousPeoplesDayevent,  
therearenoremainingfundsfor2018, andtheprocessfortheA&Ctopurchaseartmustgo
throughanacquisitionprocess.        

FINANCIALS
Invoicesinthetotalamountof $30.00submittedforImmigrationEducationseriesexpense:  

RapidsPrinting  $ 30.00

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerLearmonttoapprovethe
paymentofinvoicefromRapidsPrintingforexpensesrelatedtoImmigration
EducationSeriestobepaidoutofBlandinGrantinthetotalamountof $30.00and
acceptthefinancialstatementaspresented.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES
ItisnotedthattherewasverygoodfeedbackontheIPDevent.  

CIRCLEOFHEALING
WorkingwithschoolsandICCforhiringmoreNativeAmericanteachers.  
LeechLakeTribalCouncilhasagreedtohelpfundplaygroundproject.    



WorkingonplantofostercollaborationwithForestServiceandLeechLakeBandin
managementplanfornationalforest.  

BIGVIEWUPDATE
PlansareunderwayforannualJourneydinnerawardsandrecognitionprogramtobeheldatthe

thlibraryonDecember5.  UpcomingeventinJanuary2019tohostBigViewinconjunctionwith
Children’sDefenseFund.  

OLDBUSINESS
IndigenousPeople’sDay:  CommissionerEnsleypresentscorrespondencefromKatie
Marshall, MacRostieArtCenter, regardingcollaborationforthe2019IndigenousPeoples
Day.  MacRostiemayco-sponsoratwo-monthexhibit; costis $900.00.  Thisfallsinline
withtheplanfor2019focusonNativeAmericanartists.  Othersponsorswillbesoughtto
helpcoverexhibitexpense.  CommissionerEnsleywillcontactKatietoindicateinterest,  
butneedtofinalizebudgetplanatJanuary2, 2019meeting.  ThepaintingbyTomPageof
Busticogandoneforthe2018eventisavailabletobepurchasedbytheCityfor $650.00.   
Astherewillberoominthisyears’ funds, thefollowingmotionwasmade.  

MotionbyCommissionerFriesen, secondbyCommissionerLearmontto
purchasethepaintingofBusticoganbyTomPageforatotalamountof $650.00.   
Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

Discussworkplandevelopment: Memberswillsubmitsuggestionsforworkplanitems
totheCityClerknolaterthanDecember20, 2018.  Thesewillbecompiledandreturned
forrankingbyeachmemberandbroughttotheworkplanmeetingforconsideration.  
Recommendationismadetoreviewby-lawsandordinancetoensureplanideasarein-line
withgoalsandresponsibilitiesoftheCommission.     

AdvocatesforHumanRightsPresentation: Discussedexpensesrelatedtothe
presentation “Refugees, ImmigrantsandtheLaw.”    

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerLearmontto
approvedexpensesrelatedto “Refugees, ImmigrantsandtheLaw” foran
amountnottoexceed $700.00. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

GreenCardVoices:  AdditionalpresentationhasbeenscheduledforTuesday, December
4, 2018at10:00amattheReifCenter.  Thiswillbeopentothepublicandcontacthas
beenmadewiththeGrandRapidsHighSchooltoencourageattendancebystudents.  

NEWBUSINESS
DiscusspossibilityofchangingdateofDecembermeeting: Duetotheholidays,  
staffrequestedthatthemeetingbemovedtoJanuary2, 2019fortheWorkPlan
discussion.    

MotionmadebyCommissionerWeidendorf, secondbyCommissionerFriesento
rescheduleDecember26, 2018meetingtoWednesday, January2, 2019.  Motion
passedbyunanimousvote.  



CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:  
None.  

Itemsfornextagenda:  
WorkPlanDevelopment

Withnootherbusiness, CommissionerMorenadjournedthemeetingat5:23p.m.  

Respectfullysubmitted:    

KimberlyGibeau, CityClerk
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