
CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
CITY HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM 2B, 420 N. POKEGAMA AVE.

DATE:  WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2019
TIME:  4:00 P. M.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission is to promote
a community of harmony and respect for the rights and dignity of all.

4:00 CALL TO ORDER:

CALL OF ROLL:

Commissioner Ensley, Vice Chair: 3/ 18— 3/21 Commissioner Schirber: 3/ 17— 3/20
Commissioner Learmont: 3/ 19— 3/22 Commissioner Turman: 3/ 19— 3/20
Commissioner Friesen: 3/ 18— 3/ 21 Commissioner Lopez-Cortez: 3/ 19— 3/22
Commissioner Leming-Salisbury:  3/ 19— 3/22 Commissioner Moren, Chair: 3/ 18— 3/21
Commissioner Erickson: 5/ 19— 3/20

SETTING OF REGULAR AGENDA:
This is an opportunity to approve the regular agenda as presented or add/delete an
Agenda item by a majority vote of the Commission members present.

PRESENTATION:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     July 31, 2019 Meeting

FINANCIALS:

PUBLIC COMMENT/ACCOLADES:
This is an opportunity for anyone from the public to address the Commission with
comments, concerns and accolades.

CIRCLE OF HEALING UPDATE:

BIG VIEW UPDATE:

OLD BUSINESS:

Indigenous People' s Day
Consider collaborating with and sponsoring " Colored Lines" production.
Review Commission presentation to Council on August 26th
Nibi Walks— Minnesota Humanities Center

NEW BUSINESS:

Discuss mission statement and review options regarding presentation requests
Interfaith Discussion

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/ INQUIRIES:

ADJOURNMENT:



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:  PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapids
HumanRightsCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2B, GrandRapidsCityHall, GrandRapids,  
Minnesota, onWednesday, July31, 2019at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  OnaCallofRoll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  CommissionersLearmont,  
Schirber, Moren, Lopez-Cortes, Erickson, Turman, Ensley, Friesen, andLeming-Salisbury.  

Staff:   LynnDeGrio

Presenter: EdHorsmann

CALLTOORDER:   ChairMorencalledthemeetingtoorderat4:02p.m.  

SETTINGAGENDA:  
Requestedadditionstoagenda:   

Discussattendancepolicy
ArticlefromBlandinFoundation

MotionbyCommissionerLeming-Salisbury, secondbyCommissionerSchirbertoapprove
theagendawithadditions. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

PRESENTATION
EdHorsmannprovidedinformationtotheCommissionersregardingMuslims, practicesoffemale
genitalmutilation, theQuran, ReligiousMotivationforViolenceofIslamicExtremists, andFastFacts
ontheCrusades.    

ThewritteninformationprovidedwillbedistributedtoCommissionersforreviewanddiscussionat
thenextmeeting.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES:   
CorrectspellingofLopez-Corteswasnoted.    

MotionbyCommissionerEnsley, secondbyCommissionerLopez-Cortestoapprove
minutesfortheJune26, 2019RegularMeetingasamended.  Motionpassedbyunanimous
vote.   

FINANCIALS:    
TheCommissionersreviewedthefinancialsthatwereprovidedintheagendapacket.   

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerEricksontoapprovethe
financials.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:     
CommissionerSchirbernotedthathementorstwoNativeAmericanmenandbelievesthattheBovey
PoliceDepartmenthaveharassedthem.  HeindicatedthathewillbecontactingtheStateof
Minnesotawithacomplaint.  



CIRCLEOFHEALING:    
CommissionerEnsleystatesthatsheattendedthelastmeetingandthankstoCountyCommissioner
BurlIves, theyhaveleadsonbiggrants.  HehasreferredthemtoJohnConnollyfora $50,000grant
thatcouldhelppayfortheBallClubplaygroundandbasketballcourt.  Thereisnofurtherupdateat
thistime.  

BIGVIEWUPDATE:  
CommissionerMorennotessummerfilmseries, “AmericaDivided” consistingofeight (8) sessionshas
continued.  TherewillbeaneventonSeptember10, 2019.  

OLDBUSINESS:   
1) ProposedBudgetfor2020:  Membersrevieweddraftproposalputtogetherbythebudget

committee.  CommissionChairMorenhasbeenaskedtoattendtheCityCouncilWorksession
onAugust26, 2019topresentbudgetrequestandupdateoncommissionactivities.  Following
reviewofdraft, itwasdeterminedthatthe2020budgetrequestbeforwardedtotheCity
Council.  

MotionbyCommissionerFriesen, secondbyCommissionerLeming-Salisburytoapprove
budgetfor2020at $7,500andforwardrecommendationtoCityCouncilforconsideration.  

2) IndigenousPeoplesDay:   Membersrequestaprogressreporttobemadeatthenextregular
meetingonAugust28, 2019witharequestforadditionalfundsupto $1,500.  

CommissionerFriesenleftat5:27pm.  

NEWBUSINESS:  

ColoredLines” - perCommissionerLopez-Cortes, theproductionisinPhaseII.  Thiswillbe
broughtbacktotheCommissionattheAugustmeetingtovoteonanamount.  Questionwasasked
whetheracontributioncouldbemadeforthefilmcompanyifitisnotanon-profit.  

NibiWalks – MinnesotaHumanitiesCenter – Dougindicatedthatattendeesmustgotothe
traininginAugusttoparticipateinSeptember.  

MotionbyCommissionerLeming-Salisbury, secondbyCommissionerSchirbertosponsor
HavenPrideEventintheamountof $500.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

BlandinFoundationArticle – DiscussionwasheldonarticlewrittenbyKathyAnnette,  
President/CEOoftheBlandinFoundation.  

AttendancePolicy:  ChairMorenindicatedthattheattendanceatthemeetingshasnotbeen
enforced.  CommissionerLopez-Cortesinquiredaboutanattendancesheetandofferedtocreateoneto
beusedatfuturemeetings.  

ITEMSFORNEXTAGENDA:  
Discusspossiblecollaborationandsponsorshipwith “ColoredLines” production, a
communityawarenessprogramandpossiblefunding.  
NibiWalks – MinnesotaHumanitiesCenter
InterfaithDiscussion



CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:   
None.  CommissionerLeming-Salisburyindicatedthatshewillnotbeatthenextmeeting, asshewill
beinBelgium; however, shewouldliketoSkype.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:37PM.    

Respectfullysubmitted:  

LynnDeGrio, ActingRecorder



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS
HUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

SCHEDULEOFCHANGESINREVENUEANDEXPENDITURES
FORTHEPERIODENDINGAUGUST31,2019

Actual
8/31/2019

HumanRightsBudgetedExpenditures$ 5,000

HavenCommunityEventSponsorship500

IndigenousPeople'sDay (encumbered)                                                               500
BigViewEventsSponsorship (encumbered)                                                      1000

GrantsReceived- 

BalanceAvailable,                                                                                                     $3,000



https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/islamic-agenda/  

AdvancementofIslamicAgendaforAmerica’ Sign
AphotographseeminglycapturesasignbearinganominousthreatfromanIslamic
group.          DAVIDMIKKELSON

PUBLISHED21AUGUST2014

Claim
Aphotographshowsasignbearinganominousthreatfromthegroup "AdvancementofIslamic
AgendaforAmerica."  
Rating

False

Origin
Aphotographofanoutdoorsignhasbeenidentifiedinsocialmediapostingsas
belongingtoamosque (orsomeotherIslam-associatedadministrativebuilding) with
thecumbersometitleof “AdvancementofIslamicAgendaforAmerica.” Thesign
advertisestoviewersthatorganization’sominousthreat “AMERICAWEWILLKILLYOU
ALLANDNOTHINGYOUCANDOTOSTOPIT,” bracketedbyinvocationsofthe
exaltation “ALLAHBEPRAISED”:  



ThisphotowaspostedonFacebook, withadescriptionsayingitwasasignoutsideofa
DearbornMichiganMosque. Isuspectitisacaseofhatefulphotoshopping! Canyouverifyif
thisphotoislegit?  

Neitherthesignnortheorganizationisreal, however. Thephotographwasafake
createdusingtheChurchSignMaker, awebsitethatalloweduserstocreaterealistic- 
lookingimagesofchurchsignsbearingmessagesoftheirchoosing:  

Everseenthosesignsinfrontofchurcheswiththemoveableletters? Everwantedto
rearrangetheletterstomakeyourownchurchsign? Well, nowyoucan. Chooseadesign
below, addyourtext, andapersonalizedchurchsignphotowillbecreatedforyou! Saveit,  
sendittoafriend, putonyourwebsite, oruseithoweveryoulike. Enjoy!  

Note: thesechurchsignsaren’treal, theydon’texistintherealworld. You’llbemakinga
fakephotoofachurchsign.  

Inthiscasethe “AdvancementofIslamicAgendaforAmerica” signwasclearlyan
alteredversionoftheChurchSignMaker’s “ClassicDesign #5” offering (asindicated
bytheidenticalnatureofthetwosigns’ sizes, shapes, andbackgroundobjectsintheir
photos):  


