
CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION
CITYHALL, CONFERENCEROOM2B, 420N. POKEGAMAAVE.  

DATE:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER25, 2019
TIME:  4:00P.M.  

MISSIONSTATEMENT
TheMissionoftheGrandRapidsHumanRightsCommissionistopromote

acommunityofharmonyandrespectfortherightsanddignityofall.  

4:00 CALLTOORDER:             

CALLOFROLL:     

CommissionerEnsley, ViceChair:  3/18 – 3/21 CommissionerSchirber:  3/17 – 3/20
CommissionerLearmont:  3/19 – 3/22 CommissionerTurman: 3/19 – 3/20
CommissionerFriesen:  3/18 – 3/21 CommissionerLopez-Cortes:  3/19 – 3/22
CommissionerLeming-Salisbury:   3/19 – 3/22 CommissionerMoren, Chair:  3/18 – 3/21
CommissionerErickson:  5/19 – 3/20

SETTINGOFREGULARAGENDA:        
Thisisanopportunitytoapprovetheregularagendaaspresentedoradd/deletean
AgendaitembyamajorityvoteoftheCommissionmemberspresent.  

PRESENTATION: BarbSanderson – ProjectIdea

APPROVALOFMINUTES:  July31, 2019 & August28, 2019Meeting

FINANCIALS:      

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:   
ThisisanopportunityforanyonefromthepublictoaddresstheCommissionwith
comments, concernsandaccolades.   

CIRCLEOFHEALINGUPDATE:    

BIGVIEWUPDATE:  

OLDBUSINESS:    
IndigenousPeople’sDay
Continueddiscussionon “ColoredLines” production.  
CommissionerOn-Boarding & Training
2020BudgetDiscussion
WorkplanDiscussion2020
InterfaithDiscussion
SecurityIssues

NEWBUSINESS:  
ConsidersponsorshipofspeakerMichaelLyons

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:    

ADJOURNMENT:  



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:  PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapids
HumanRightsCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2B, GrandRapidsCityHall, GrandRapids,  
Minnesota, onWednesday, July31, 2019at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  OnaCallofRoll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  CommissionersLearmont,  
Schirber, Moren, Lopez-Cortes, Erickson, Turman, Ensley, Friesen, andLeming-Salisbury.  

Staff:   LynnDeGrio

Presenter: EdHorsmann

CALLTOORDER:   ChairMorencalledthemeetingtoorderat4:02p.m.  

SETTINGAGENDA:  
Requestedadditionstoagenda:   

Discussattendancepolicy
ArticlefromBlandinFoundation

MotionbyCommissionerLeming-Salisbury, secondbyCommissionerSchirbertoapprove
theagendawithadditions. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

PRESENTATION
EdHorsmannprovidedinformationtotheCommissionersregardingMuslims, practicesoffemale
genitalmutilation, theQuran, ReligiousMotivationforViolenceofIslamicExtremists, andFastFacts
ontheCrusades.    

ThewritteninformationprovidedwillbedistributedtoCommissionersforreviewanddiscussionat
thenextmeeting.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES:   
CorrectspellingofLopez-Corteswasnoted.    

MotionbyCommissionerEnsley, secondbyCommissionerLopez-Cortestoapprove
minutesfortheJune26, 2019RegularMeetingasamended.  Motionpassedbyunanimous
vote.   

FINANCIALS:    
TheCommissionersreviewedthefinancialsthatwereprovidedintheagendapacket.   

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerEricksontoapprovethe
financials.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:     
CommissionerSchirbernotedthathementorstwoNativeAmericanmenandbelievesthattheBovey
PoliceDepartmenthaveharassedthem.  Heindicatedthatifthiseverhappensagain, hewouldbe
contactingtheStateofMinnesota.  



CIRCLEOFHEALING:    
CommissionerEnsleystatesthatsheattendedthelastmeetingandthankstoCountyCommissioner
BurlIves, theyhaveleadsonbiggrants.  HehasreferredthemtoJohnConnollyfora $50,000grant
thatcouldhelppayfortheBallClubplaygroundandbasketballcourt.  Thereisnofurtherupdateat
thistime.  

BIGVIEWUPDATE:  
CommissionerMorennotessummerfilmseries, “AmericaDivided” consistingofeight (8) sessionshas
continued.  TherewillbeaneventonSeptember10, 2019.  

OLDBUSINESS:   
1) ProposedBudgetfor2020:  Membersrevieweddraftproposalputtogetherbythebudget

committee.  CommissionChairMorenhasbeenaskedtoattendtheCityCouncilWorksession
onAugust26, 2019topresentbudgetrequestandupdateoncommissionactivities.  Following
reviewofdraft, itwasdeterminedthatthe2020budgetrequestbeforwardedtotheCity
Council.  

MotionbyCommissionerFriesen, secondbyCommissionerLeming-Salisburytoapprove
budgetfor2020at $7,500andforwardrecommendationtoCityCouncilforconsideration.  

2) IndigenousPeoplesDay:   Membersrequestaprogressreporttobemadeatthenextregular
meetingonAugust28, 2019witharequestforadditionalfundsupto $1,500.  

CommissionerFriesenleftat5:27pm.  

NEWBUSINESS:  

ColoredLines” - perCommissionerLopez-Cortes, theproductionisinPhaseII.  Thiswillbe
broughtbacktotheCommissionattheAugustmeetingtovoteonanamount.  Questionwasasked
whetheracontributioncouldbemadeforthefilmcompanyifitisnotanon-profit.  

NibiWalks – MinnesotaHumanitiesCenter – Dougindicatedthatattendeesmustgotothe
traininginAugusttoparticipateinSeptember.  

MotionbyCommissionerLeming-Salisbury, secondbyCommissionerSchirbertosponsor
HavenPrideEventintheamountof $500.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

BlandinFoundationArticle – DiscussionwasheldonarticlewrittenbyKathyAnnette,  
President/CEOoftheBlandinFoundation.  

AttendancePolicy:  ChairMorenindicatedthattheattendanceatthemeetingshasnotbeen
enforced.  CommissionerLopez-Cortesinquiredaboutanattendancesheetandofferedtocreateoneto
beusedatfuturemeetings.  

ITEMSFORNEXTAGENDA:  
Discusspossiblecollaborationandsponsorshipwith “ColoredLines” production, a
communityawarenessprogramandpossiblefunding.  
NibiWalks – MinnesotaHumanitiesCenter
InterfaithDiscussion



CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:   
None.  CommissionerLeming-Salisburyindicatedthatshewillnotbeatthenextmeeting, asshewill
beinBelgium; however, shewouldliketoSkype.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:37PM.    

Respectfullysubmitted:  

LynnDeGrio, ActingRecorder



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:  PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapids
HumanRightsCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2B, GrandRapidsCityHall, GrandRapids,  
Minnesota, onWednesday, August28, 2019at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  Thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  CommissionersLearmont, Schirber, Moren,  
Lopez-Cortes, Erickson, Turman, EnsleyandFriesen.  CommissionerLeming-Salisburywasabsent.  

Staff:  CynthiaLyman

Presenter: None

CALLTOORDER:  ChairMorencalledthemeetingtoorderat4:00p.m.  

SETTINGAGENDA:  
Requestedadditionstoagenda:   

AddtoNewBusiness:   
o NewCommissionerOn-BoardingProcessandTraining
o CommissionSafetyandSecurity

MotionbyCommissionesrLearmont, secondbyCommissionerLopez-Cortestoapprovethe
agendawithadditions. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

APPROVALOFMINUTES:   
RequestwasmadebyCommissionerSchirbertostrikethesentencefromtheJuly31, 2019Minutes:   
HeindicatedthathewillbecontactingtheStateofMinnesotawithacomplaint., andreplacewith
whathestatedhesaid:  HesaidthatifthiseverhappensagainhewouldbecontactingtheStateof
Minnesota.  TheseMinuteswillbetabledforapprovaluntilthenextCommissionmeetingon

thSeptember25, 2019.  

MotionbyCommissionerEnsley, secondbyCommissionerLopez-Cortestotablethe
approvaloftheMinutesfromtheJuly31, 2019, RegularCommissionMeetinguntilthenext
RegularCommissionMeetingonSeptember25, 2019.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

FINANCIALS:    
TheCommissionersreviewedthefinancialsprovidedintheagendapacketandnotedthatthe
IndigenousPeopleDayfundswillbediscussedlaterinthismeetingunderOldBusiness.   

MotionbyCommissionerSchirber, secondbyCommissionerFriesentoapprovethe
financials.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:     
CommissionerEnsleycommentedthattheHumanRightsCommissionwasaskedifwecoulddo
anythingtoassistwiththe2020Census.  ThereisaneedtocontactgroupssuchastheBlandin
FoundationandotherGrassRootsgroups, todevelopaplan.  The2020Censusneedspeopletowork
andwillbefocusingtheirenergyonmakingsurethelow-incomeresidentsarecounted.    



CIRCLEOFHEALINGUPDATE:    
CommissionerEnsleystatedthatwewereinvitedtothe $50,000grantmeetingfortheplayground.   
Thereweredonationandauctionitemsaswellasthankyou’sfromthekids.  Thereisabidonthe
curbinganditmaybedonebeforewinter.    

stOnthe21, ofOctober, theBlandinFoundationissponsoringaspeakernamedBecky, whoisa
fantasticlanguageteacher (draftflyerhandedout) andwillbespeakingabout “7Grandfather’s
Teachings”.  TheeventishostedbytheCircleofHealing, ICCandourCommissionontheflyer.  Since
thisisadraft, theywouldlikeourpermissiontoincludetheHumanRightsCommissionontheflyer,  
atnocost.  

MotionbyCommissionerFriesen, secondbyCommissionerEricksontoallowtheuseofthe
stHumanRightsCommissionasasponsorontheBlandinFoundationeventonOctober21,  

2019andletthemknowthispassed.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

BIGVIEWUPDATE:  
Theregistrationforthesummerfilmseries, “AmericaDivided” fortheeventtobeheldonSeptember
10, 2019isgoingwell.  Duetothefoodsupplyetcandthesensitivetopicmatter, weaskedfor
registrationforthisevent.  

CommissionerLearmontsuggesteda “ProcedureThought” thatwhentheCommissionauthorizes
something, thatitshouldberelevanttotheHumanRightsCommission’sobjectivesandmission,  
providingasoundbasishowitrelatestoourmission.  Commissionmembersagreedthatthiswasa
goodidea, thatithelpstostrengthenthebasisofwhywedowhatwedoanditwouldmakethe
Chair’sjobeasier.  

OLDBUSINESS:   
1) IndigenousPeople’sDayUpdate:  

DiscussionregardinganemailreceivedfromKaylaAubidregardingtheLGBTQACommunity,  
2Spirits, hasaroleinOjibwayandparticipatedintheGrandForksIndigenousPeople’sDay, is
nativeandattheMacRostie.  Shehasbasicinfo, askedformoredetailsandalistofwhois
confirmedforthemonth.  PossibleafternoonatthelibraryorwithNorthernLightsSchool
and/orsomethingintheevening.  Jonathonfromthe “WordoftheDay”, wouldbeagoodperson
tocontact.  It’snotconfirmedyet, lookingatthebudget, theyaremaxedoutwithspeakingfees
andperdiem.  CommissionerLeming-Salisburywillbebackinacoupleofweeksandwewill
talktoKaylanextweek.    

Therequestfor $1,500.00moremoneywhere $500.00totheMacRostieontopofthe $1,500.00
aswedonotknowthecostyet.  The $1,500requestwasalreadypostedintheminutessowe
needtovote.  

Motionwasmadetoapprovespeakerfeesandperdiemupto $1,500.00foruptothree
speakersonMonday, October14, 2019forIndigenousPeople’sDay.  Notapproved –  
amendedbelow.  

Motionwasmadetoincludethefollowing:  Motionwasmadetoapproveadditionalfunds
upto $1,500.00foruptothreespeakers, onOctober14, 2019forIndigenousPeople’sDay,  
with $500alreadygoingtotheKieslerHouse, whereoneofthespeakerswouldbe
specificallyLGBTQACommunity, relatedtotheirmeeting.  MotionbyCommissioner
Friesen, secondbyCommissionerLopez-Cortes.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  



2) “ColoredLines” Discussion:  
CommissionerLopez-CortesbeganthediscussionthatfocusedaroundA+BProductionsnot
beinga “NotforProfit” companyandwhethertheHumanRightsCommissioncanhelp
fund/donatetotheirbudgetneedof $70,000.00tocompletetheirfilmwithin4years.  The
CommissionersstatedthattheywouldlikemoreresearchorevenaviewingofthePhaseI
portionofthefilm.  TheCommissionwantstomakesurethattheissueofthefilmfallsinline
withtheHumanRightsCommissionMissionStatement.  TheCommissionerswouldliketo
tableuntilthenextmeetingandwouldliketomakearequesttoseetheirbudget.  Nomotionat
thismeeting.  

th3) ReviewofCommissionPresentationtotheCityCouncilAugust26, 2019:  
CommissionerMorenstatedthatitwasherunderstandingthattheCityCouncilwouldhave
timetoreviewwhattheHumanRightsCommissionisaskingfor.  Shestatedthattheydidnot
receivethedocument. TheHRCommissionisaskingformoremoney, anOn-BoardingProcess
andformalizedcommissionertraining.  SitingtherolesandresponsibilitiesasaHumanRights
Commissioner.  TheCommissioneralsostatedthatpeopledonotunderstandhowtheHuman
RightsCommissiongoesaboutwhattheydotheneedforcommunityeducationand
partnershipsforwhatwewouldliketodo.    

ThecityofGrandRapidswelcomesmany, buttherearepeoplethatdonotfeelwelcomehere.   
WeneedcitizeninputforourworkplanandtheCouncildoesunderstandthatweareoperating
onashoestringbudget.  

4) NibiWalks – MinnesotaHumanitiesCenterUpdate:   
ThereisanexhibitattheReifCenterandparticipationinthetwo-dayfieldtour.  

NEWBUSINESS:  

1) DiscussMissionStatementandOptionsforpresentationrequests:  
CommissionerMorenstatedthatweneedaDraftBudgetanddetailsfortheHumanRights
Commission’sMissionStatement – thewho, whatwedoandwhatitimplies.  Weneeda2020
WorkPlanforthenextagendaandneedtoworkoutthesubcommittees; theycanmeetwithout
beingaquorum.  TherearedifferentprojectsthattheCommissioncanbegintoworkonwith
lowcostinvolved.  

2) Added:  Action/Homework:  
o Bringideastoputtogetherthe2020plan
o HowaCouncilworks – 1,3, 5 & 7YearPlans
o 2020beingagreatyear – volunteers, newideas, thecommunityisconstantlychanging,  

Example – Aaron, wewillhaveroomforhimandputhimontheschedule
o MissionandObjectives, beingsentout – checkwithKimtoseeiftheyweresentout.  
o Requestacopyoftheordinance/documentthatestablishedtheHumanRights

Commission, anditsbylaws, sothateverymemberhasthesamedocumentsintheir
folderinfrontofthem

3) InterfaithDiscussion:  
o Programmingofthecommunitychurchesofdifferentfaiths, tohelppeopleknowand

understandourmissionandtogetitfromthesource.  
o Allfaithsarewelcomeandopentowhomeverwantstocome, weneedtoputacalloutto

allandthismayneedasubcommittee – cangettogetherforameetingbutfornowgather
info.  



4) NewCommissioner/OnboardingProcess:  
o CommissionerMorenstatedthatthereisnotreallyaprocesswhennewcommissioners

come “OnBoard”.  Weneedsomethingmoreconcrete, likeinformationinthefolder, of
thebylawsetc.  Thereneedstobeaprocess, throughthecity, thatallnewcommissioners
wouldgothrough.  WeneedtoasktheClerkandCityAdministratorforsomekindof
structureapplicabletoallcommissions.  ItwillbeagoalofMarch2020togetsomething
togetherwithanewformatandformaltraining.  PossiblycheckintotheStatelevelfor
assistanceandalsoputtheMNStateHumanRightsInformationintotheOnBoard
folderforthecommissionmembers.  

o MeetwithTomPagel, CityAdministrator, PoliceChiefScottJohnsonandAssistant
PoliceChiefSteveSchaartodiscusstheCityHallBuildingsecurityitself.  Theywere
receptiveandhadgoodideasaboutusinganotherroomwithpanicbuttonsorevena
silentofficeratthemeetings.  Alsoanotherroomcanrecordthemeetings.  Arethereany
thoughtsorideasonhowtoenhancesecurity.  Exploreoptionofgettinganofficerincase
oftrouble.  

ITEMSFORNEXTAGENDA:  
DiscusspossibleviewingofPhaseIof “ColoredLines” andrequestabudgetfromA+B
ProductionsforapossiblecontributionoftheirPhaseIIProject
Reviewdocumentsfromthecityandpossiblythosefromthestateregardingthe
establishmentoftheHumanRightsCommissionforOn-Boardmembers
SecurityIssues
Budgetfor2020
WorkplanDiscussionfor2020
InterfaithDiscussion

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:   
NotedthatCommissionerLopez-Cortes’ namewasmisspelledintheAgendaforthismeeting.  

MotionbyCommissionFriesen, secondbyCommissionerEnsleytoadjournthemeetingat
5:37pm.  Motionpassedunanimousvote.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:37pm.    

Respectfullysubmitted:  

CynthiaLyman, ActingRecorder



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS
HUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

SCHEDULEOFCHANGESINREVENUEANDEXPENDITURES
FORTHEPERIODENDINGSEPTEMBER30,2019

Actual
9/30/2019

HumanRightsBudgetedExpenditures$ 5,000

HavenCommunityEventSponsorship500
KootascaBigViewActingBlack:DemystifyingRacism9/10500
KootascaBigViewTheLGBTQCommunity&Poverty10/17500
MacRostieBeyondBordersIndigeniousInvitationalExhibitSupport500

IndigeniousPeople'sDay (encumbered)                                                                                  1500

GrantsReceived- 

BalanceAvailable$ 1,500



HUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION
2020WORKPLAN

InitialSubmittalForm
Descriptionof Ordinanceor 2020BudgetGoal:  Estimatedcost, $  
program/activity/training/etc: Bylaws

Reference



ABRIDGEDANDRELEVANTSECTIONSOFRULESRELATEDTO
ACTIVITIESOFTHEGRANDRAPIDS, MINNESOTAHUMANRIGHTS

COMMISSION
AsofSeptember18, 2019

DIVISION6 - HUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

Sec. 2-301. - Establishmentandcomposition

a)  Ahumanrightscommissionisherebyestablishedforthepurposeofsecuringforallcitizensfreedom
fromdiscrimination:  

1)  Inemploymentbecauseofrace, color, creed, religion, nationalorigin, sex, maritalstatus,  
disability, statuswithregardtopublicassistance, sexualorientation, andage;  

2)  Inhousingandrealpropertybecauseofrace, color, creed, religion, nationalorigin, sex,  
maritalstatus, disability, statuswithregardtopublicassistance, sexualorientation,, and
familystatus;  

3)  Inpublicaccommodationsbecauseofrace, color, creed, religion, nationalorigin, sex, sexual
orientation, anddisability;  

4)  Inpublicservicesbecauseofrace, color, creed, religion, nationalorigin, sex, maritalstatus,  
disability, sexualorientation, andstatuswithregardtopublicassistance; and

5)  Ineducationbecauseofrace, color, creed, religion, nationalorigin, sex, maritalstatus,  
disability, statuswithregardtopublicassistance, sexualorientation, andage. Such
discriminationthreatenstherightsandprivilegesoftheinhabitantsofthisofthisstateand
menacestheinstitutionsandfoundationsofdemocracy.   

b)  Itisalsothepurposeofthehumanrightscommissiontoprotectallpersonsfromwhollyunfounded
chargesofdiscrimination. Nothinginthissectionshallbeinterpretedasrestrictingthe
implementationofpositiveactionprogramstocombatdiscrimination.  

c)  Itisalsothepurposeofthehumanrightscommissiontosecureforallcitizensfullparticipationinthe
affairsofthecitybyassistingtheMinnesotaDepartmentofHumanRightsinimplementingstatelaws
againstdiscriminationandbyadvisingthecouncilinlong-rangeprogramstoimprovecommunity
relationsinthecity………  

Sec. 2-303. - Purposeandduties

Thehumanrightscommissionshallhavethefollowingpurposeanddutiesandshallcomplywiththe
following:  

1)  Toinitiate, implement, andadministerthepoliciesandregulationsofthecitywithrespectto
preventingandprohibitingallunfairdiscriminatorypracticesbasedonrace, color, creed, religion,  
nationalorigin, sex, maritalstatus, anddisabilitystatuswithregardtopublicassistance, sexual
orientation, andage.  

2)  Toassessthehumanrelationsandcivilrightsneedsofthecommunityandtoadvisethe
administrationandthecitycounciloftheresultsoftheseassessments.  

3)  Tocooperatewithothergroupsandgovernmentalagenciesconcernedwithhumanrights.  
4)  Thehumanrightscommissionwillnotparticipateintheinvestigation, noropinionrenderingof

humanrightsviolationscomplaints. ItwillsimplyrefersuchmatterstotheMinnesotaDepartmentof
HumanRights.  



5)  Totakepositivemeasurestodisseminatethenondiscriminatorypoliciesofthecitywithrespecttoall
unfairdiscriminatorypracticesbyconductingpublicinformationmeetings.  

6)  Toinitiatedatacollectionandevaluationactivitiesthatwillidentifyminorityandlow-income
concentrationswithinthecity, andtopreparerecommendationsforsubmissiontotheplanning
commissionandcouncilthatwillcontributetolesseningsuchconcentrations, strengthenthefair
housingpoliciesofthecity, aneeliminatediscriminationbasedonrace, color, creed, religion,  
nationalorigin, disability, maritalstatus, statuswithregardtopublicassistance, sexualorientation,  
andage.  

7)  Thecommissionshallhavethepowertoseekpublicfundingsourcesinadditiontoanyresource
suppliedbythecitytoassistinitsmission. Alloutsidemoniesorgrantsreceivedbythecommission
aresubjecttoordinance, aswellaswithinthediscretionofthecitycounciltoacceptorreject.  

BYLAWSOFOCTOBER22, 2018

ARTICLETEN

Ayearlybudgetshallbepreparedandestablishedbythetreasurerinaccordancewiththeregularcity
budgetingprocesssubjecttotheagreementofthecommissionataregularorspecialcommissionmeeting
forCityCouncilconsiderationandbesubjecttoCityCouncilapproval. Budgetedfundsmaybeusedfor
thefollowing:  

1.  Workshopsforcommissioners;  
2.  PublicRelations;  
3.  Educationalpurposes;  
4.  GrantsforserviceswiththepurposeofpromotingHumanRightsissues;  
5.  Participationinorganizationalevents;  
6.  Enrichmentsandawards;  
7.  Membershipsandorganizations;  
8.  Perdimesforcommissioners;  
9.  Otheritemsdeemedappropriateandinconformancewiththemunicipalcode.  



GrandRapids, Minnesota, HumanRightsCommission
2020BudgetRequest

2020Goals Estimatedbudgetary
amount

a) Develop, present, orsupportprogramsondiscrimination
basedonrace, ethnicity, sexualorientation, religion, gender,  
orincome, estimatedexpensesandsupportcosts:  $ 2,000

b) Indigenouspeople'sday:     $ 1,000

c) Generaloutreach, partnering, andnetworkingincluding
collaborativetrainingforothergroups, schools,  
communityorganizations, orthegeneralpublic
estimatedcollaborationandpartnershipcosts:   $ 2,000

d) Identifycommunityhumanresourceneeds, promotehuman
rightsawarenessinthecommunity, plan/presentfull
Commissionpaneltodiscusshumanrightsneedswithcity
residents, andheardiscrimination-relatedconcernsexpressed
bycitizensandprovidereferralstostateresources,  
estimatedcost:       $ 1,000

e) CommissionadministrativeexpensesincludingCommission
brochurereprinting, trainingforCommissionmembers,  
participationinandcollaborationwithstatewidehumanrights
organizations, andotherCommissionadministrative
andtrainingexpenses, estimatedcost:    $ 1,500

2020Budgetrequest, total:      $ 7,500



ifi/•      COMMUNITY

110
FOUNDA"T' ION

GRANT) RAPIDS AREA

joining charitable intentions with conununity needs

September 3, 2019

City of Grand Rapids
Tom Pagel

420 N. Pokegama Avenue

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Dear City of Grand Rapids,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to acknowledge your recent gift to the Haven-- A

Place for All Fund, a component fund of the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation. Gifts such as
yours allow us to continue support to important charitable interests and needs of the community. Your
generosity and philanthropic spirit are much appreciated!

Please contact us if you have any questions or wish to learn more about creating a lasting legacy
through your Community Foundation.

Sincerely,

Christopher T. Fulton, Executive Director

Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation

Haven-- A Place for All Fund

A Component Fund of the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation

Donor:      City of Grand Rapids

Gift Date:   08/ 30/ 2019

Gift Amount:      500.00

As required by law, the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation has exclusive legal control over the
contributed assets. No goods or services were provided by the Foundation in exchange for this

charitable donation.

350 NW 1st Avenue, Suite E Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744

218) 999- 9100 www.grac£ org



m      -dike i` c

y
i HU_ 611 C Z

Q- r, Zt I S C GAl1 yet t\ S' S i' cel 1

1iq
f

eti1/k yc lA S c:.->    t " 4 LI.0 tr1 1/

1c,cTrc 1'' elk),e/t A),  .  
r

F

IM CN'tt''k.-61 i Yt

t V ri (1,   1-(4vt y&  -
yr S I )cc  

A)-q a- / Q LA)- Q. ( 1 cit

ic e tr-e(y,

Imir  ' AVE 49/6"'"

A

C.:'



To: Members of the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission

From: Barb Sanderson

Date: September 25, 2019

At the University of Wisconsin (Madison) campus, members of the Ho-
Chunk Nation along with students and officials of the university, held a
ceremony in June to dedicate a plaque that recognizes campus land as the
ancestral home of the Ho-Chunk people.

The attached article explains the project and its importance to the

participants as well as the campus and community.

I would propose that a similar plaque be commissioned by the Grand Rapids
Human Rights Commission this year and that after a dedication ceremony,
be placed at temporary sites around the city for a perhaps a month at a time
to increase its visibility and share this important message. Included in the
locations might be Central School, Itasca County Courthouse, Reif Center,
Grand Rapids Area Library, 318 schools, Itasca Community College,
Blandin Foundation, Public Utilities/Public Works, others.

Following its travels around the community, the plaque will return to the
City Hall for its permanent placement. Various teachings and programs
would take place throughout the year to accompany the plaque.
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The Ho-Chunk's Ancestral Home
They gathered near the top ofBascom Hill, the hushed mood signaling the
gravity of the occasion.

At a June ceremony,
leaders of UW-Madison and the Ho-Chunk Nation

N_

dedicated a plaque that recognizes campus land as the ancestral home of
the Ho-Chunk. The installation, called a heritage marker, acknowledges the

THE PLAQUE READS IN FULL:
circumstances that led to the Ho-Chunk's forced removal and honors their

The University ofWisconsinMadison
history of resistance and resilience.       

occupies ancestral Ho-Chunk a

It is time for this campus to be more intentional in telling this story,"    
place

theiresa
cenastoa has called

land,

Chancellor Rebecca Blank told the crowd, adding that the plaque is an
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important step in furthering a respectful, collaborative relationship with the

daI an 1832

tceatime theme
immemorial.

hunk

Ho-Chunk Nation.
The plaque's message is brief.But it addresses centuries ofhard truths.  were forced to cede this territory.

For most non-Native people, the easiest way around these hard truths is
Decades ofethnic cleansing fol-

to just ignore the real history ofWisconsin and the real history of the people
lowdwhen both

the
federale

but u

and state

who first lived here," said Wilfrid Cleveland, who was completing his term government
c-

as president of the Ho-Chunk Nation at the time of the ceremony." My hope is cessfully, sought to forcibly remove

that this plaque will cause them to dig a little deeper, that it will be a spark for the Ho- hunkk from
ofco

iWisconsin.

them to learn about the Ho-Chunk people and the sacredness we hold for this This

informs our

sharedry
ofcolonization

futre tionof o

land."

During the 2019- 20 academic year, the plaque will travel to prominent

rationoda UW-Madison the

locations across campus to increase its visibility and to begin incorporating
Tso1W-adi

of respectse
the

its message into the university's teaching and learning. It will return to its inherentre, coveg
a

gwith the eleven other

unk

permanent site on Bascom Hill in fall 2020.      NatiFirst Nations ofWisconsin.
DOUG ERICKSON


