
CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION
CITYHALL, COUNCILCHAMBERS, 420N. POKEGAMAAVE.  

DATE:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY27, 2021
TIME:  4:00P.M.  

MISSIONSTATEMENT
TheMissionoftheGrandRapidsHumanRightsCommissionistopromote

acommunityofharmonyandrespectfortherightsanddignityofall.  

BEADVISED:  PursuanttoMinnesotaStatute13D.021, Subdivision1, someorallmembersmayappearby
telephoneorotherelectronicmeans. 

4:00CALLTOORDER:     

CALLOFROLL: 

CommissionerConnelly: CouncilRepresentativeCommissioner Learmont: 3/19-3/22
CommissionerErickson: 6/20-3/23 CommissionerLopez-Cortes,ViceChair: 3/19-3/22
CommissionerEnsley: 3/18-3/21 CommissionerLeannStoll: 6/20-3/23
CommissionerFriesen, Chair: 3/18-3/21
CommissionerHodgson: 6/20-3/23

SETTINGOFREGULARAGENDA:        
Thisisanopportunitytoapprovetheregularagendaaspresentedoradd/deletean
AgendaitembyamajorityvoteoftheCommissionmemberspresent.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES:  DECEMBER30, 2020Meeting

FINANCIALS:  $ 4,297

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:   
ThisisanopportunityforanyonefromthepublictoaddresstheCommissionregardingcomments, concernsandaccolades.   

CIRCLEOFHEALINGUPDATE:    

BIGVIEWUPDATE:  

OLDBUSINESS:    
UpdateonColoredLines
SEENExhibitupdate
Workgroupupdateonnewcommissioneronboarding

stLookat1QuartergoalsonWorkPlanandcheckprogressofprojects.  
SetupCityissuedemail
Demographicinformationupdatefromworkgroup

NEWBUSINESS:  
ResignationofCommissionerMoren
PostvacantCommissionerposition

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:    

SETTINGNEXTAGENDA:  

ADJOURNMENT:  



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS
HUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

SCHEDULEOFCHANGESINREVENUEANDEXPENDITURES
FORTHEPERIODENDINGDECEMBER31,2020

Actual
12/31/2020

HumanRightsBudgetedExpenditures$ 7,500

SeenExhibitSupport3,200
PostageExpense3

GrantsReceived- 

BalanceAvailable$ 4,297



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapids
HumanRightsCommissionwasheldinCouncilChambers, GrandRapidsCityHall, GrandRapids,  
Minnesota, onWednesday, December30, 2020at4:00p.m.    

CALLOFROLL:  OnaCallofRoll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent:  CommissionersLearmont,  
Connelly, Ensley, Hodgson, StollFriesen.  Absent: Erickson, Lopez-Cortes, Moren.  

Staff:   ChadSterle, JanellHecimovich

CALLTOORDER: ChairFriesencalledthemeetingtoorderat4:00p.m. 

SETTINGAGENDA: 

Amendedtoadd collaborationinformationregardingtheStatelevelof HumanRightsandhowto
worktogether.  

MotionbyCommissionerConnelly, secondbyCommissionerHodgsontoapprovethe
agendaasamended. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote. 

APPROVALOFMINUTES:  

MotionbyCommissionerLearmont, secondbyCommissionerStolltoapproveminutesfor
November25, 2020. Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.   

FINANCIALS:   
Reviewoffinancials; nochange.  

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES:     
Nopublicattendance.   

CIRCLEOFHEALING:    
Playgroundcompleted – nofurtherupdate.    

BIGVIEWUPDATE: 
1619Seriespodcastwaspostedonline. Nofurtherscheduling.   

OLDBUSINESS: 
1) WebsiteUpdate.  
2) UpdateonColoredLines: HRCconsideredfortheviewingofthevideo. Takesanhour & halfto

dedicatetoit. Willbeworkingtowardstheviewingforthegroup
3) Createworkgroupfordemographicdata: Learmont, Hodgson, Erickson.  



4) ConnectwithITonyourcityemails
5) BallClubplayground: NonewnewsbutplaygroundwascompletedinNovember.    

NEWBUSINESS: 

1) Createaworkgroupfortheonboardingofnewmembersandcreatingbios: Connelly, Friesen,  
Stoll

2) DepartmentofHumanrightslookingforagroupofpeopletoassisttheminactionsthatthey
should/couldbetaking. Howtobemorebeneficial.  

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:   

1) Linethroughthecityhadonecall – butthecalldidnotfallintothescopeoftheHRC

ITEMSFORNEXTAGENDA:  
stRevisit1QuarterWorkplan

Workgroupupdateononboardtraining
SEENexhibitionupdate
Cityissuedemails
ColoredLinesupdate
Demographicinformationupdatefromworkgroup

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:07PM.    

Respectfullysubmitted: JanellHecimovich, AdministrativeAssistant



DataandDemographicWorkGroup – 
MemotoCityofGrandRapidsHumanRightsCommission, January2021

ThedataanddemographicworkgroupwascreatedbytheHumanRightsCommissionforthe
CityofGrandRapidsto:  

Gatherordevelopdemographicdata.  Fromthisdatawearetoidentifythemost
significanthumanrightsconcernsinourcommunity, and
Developstrategies, activities, andpolicyrecommendationstoaddresssaidconcerns.    

TheworkgrouputilizedseveralsourcestoreviewdataanddemographicsforGrandRapidsand
surroundingarea, including:  

KootascaCommunityAction. (n.d.) KootascaCommunityAction2020CommunityNeeds
AssessmentBrief.  KootascaCommunityAction.  https://www.kootasca.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2020/06/KOOTASCA-Community-Needs-Assessment-2020-Brief.pdf
MNCompass. (n.d.-a) NorthlandRegionData. MNCompass (WilderResearch).  
https://www.mncompass.org/profiles/region/northland
MNCompass. (n.d.-b) GrandRapidsData. MNCompass (WilderResearch).  
https://www.mncompass.org/profiles/city/grand-rapids

Afterreviewingthedata, thisworkgrouprecommendstotheHumanRightsCommissionto
furtherinvestigatetwoareasofinterest:  

Disability – definedasincluding, butnotlimitedto: hearing, vision, cognitive,  
ambulatory, self-care, independentlivingdifficulties

o 19.6% ofCityofGrandRapidspopulationhasadisability (MNCompass, n.d.-b).  
ThisishigherthanwhatisreportedatboththeNorthlandRegionandstate
level, at17.4% and11% respectively

Housing – access, issues
o 25% ofhouseholdsinpovertyreportedthathousingthatissafetoliveinwasa

problem (Kootasca, n.d.)  
o 26% ofthosewhowerehomeless, werehomelessmorethanoneyear (Kootasca,  

n.d.)  

Oneadditionalobservationthatwasnotedwithintheworkgroupwasthatthemembers
approachedandconsideredGrandRapidsasacitytonotbean “island” – andreflectingonhow
theCityexistswithinthelargercontextofthecounty, region, andstateareimportant
considerations.  

Theworkgroupsuggeststhesetwoareasofhumanrightsinterest (disabilityandhousing) for
furtherstudyduring2021especiallyastheyrelatetoprotectedareasasdefinedbystatelawand
becausetheyrelatetothequalityoflifeinGrandRapids.    

Tofurtherinvestigate, thisworkgrouprecommendslookingintoadditionaldatasourcestosee
whatthedatasaysorsuggestsabouttheissuesofdisabilityandhousinginourcommunity, and
toseewhatopportunitiesexistfortheHumanRightsCommissionasitmayrelatetoactivitiesor
policy/actionrecommendationstotheCityofGrandRapids.  Theworkgroupwouldliketo
contactCityAdministrationtodetermineifCityStaffresourcescouldbeusedtoassemblethis
additionaldata.  


