
CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION
CITYHALLCOUNCILCHAMBERS,420NPOKEGAMAAVE

DATE:WEDNESDAY,JUNE30TH,2021
TIME:4:00P.M. 

MISSIONSTATEMENT
TheMissionoftheGrandRapidsHumanRightsCommissionistopromoteacommunity

ofharmonyandrespectfortherightsanddignityofall. 

BEADVISED:Allmeetingswillbeattendedinperson. 

CALLTOORDER:4:00PM

CALLOFROLL: 

CommissionerConnelly,CouncilRepresentativeCommissionerLearmont:3/19-3/22
CommissionerErickson:6/20-3/23CommissionerLopez-Cortes,ViceChair:3/19-3/22
CommissionerJoselyn:3/21-3/24CommissionerStoll:6/20-3/23
CommissionerFriesen,Chair:3/18-3/2CommissionerHodgson:6/20-3/23

SETTINGOFREGULARAGENDA: 
Thisisanopportunitytoapprovetheregularagendaaspresentedoradd/deleteanAgendaitembyamajorityvote
oftheCommissionmemberspresent. 

APPROVALOFMINUTES:May26th,2021RegularMeeting
thJune17,2021SpecialWorkSession

FINANCIALS:$9,727.00

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES: 
ThisisanopportunityforanyonefromthepublictoaddresstheCommissionregardingcomments,concerns
andaccolades. 

OLDBUSINESS: 
2020CensusDate(DataDemographicWorkGroupCombination) 
CommissionerOn-Boarding
WorkPlanUpdate
IndigenousPeoplesDayCommunity-WideWorkgroup
ContinueddiscussiononpotentialactionregardingAnti-Asianviolence
Juneteenth(Bannerfor2022) 
Workgroup:ExploreCommunity-WideeducationopportunitiesabouthumanrightscollaboratewithGRPD, 
locallawenforcement,otherentities. 
Anti-Asianresponse/flyertoAsianAmericanbusinesses

NEWBUSINESS: 
thReviewWorkPlan(forpossibleapprovalatJuly28,2021RegularMeeting) 

TrueTuesdays
HumanRightsCommissionAttendancePolicy
SpeakerInvitation
StateofMinnesotaHumanRightsCommission

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES: 



SETTINGNEXTAGENDA: 

ADJOURNMENT: 
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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapidsHuman
RightsCommissionwasheldinCouncilChambers,GrandRapidsCityHall,GrandRapids,Minnesota,on
Wednesday,May26,2021at4:00p.m. 

CALLOFROLL:OnaCallofRoll,thefollowingmemberswerepresent:CommissionersHodgson,Connelly, 
Joselyn,FriesenandLearmont.Absent:CommissionersErickson,Carlson,Lopez-CortesandStoll. 

StaffPresent:CityAttorneyChadSterleandCynthiaLyman

CALLTOORDER:ChairFriesencalledthemeetingtoorderat4:00p.m. 

SETTINGOFREGULARAGENDA: 

AdditionstoNewBusiness: 
Discussionof“DoodlePoll”toestablishworkgroupdate. 
ResignationofBrielleCarlson. 

MotiontoacceptAgendapassedbyunanimousvote. 

APPROVALOFMINUTES: 

April28,2021Minutes

MotionbyCommissionerLearmont,secondbyCommissionerHodgsontoaccepttheminutes.Allin
favor,motionpassed. 

FINANCIALS: 

CommissionChairFriesennotedthattherehasbeennothingnewrecordedtothefinancials.TheReifinvoice
hasnotcomeyetastheyareworkingongettingittothecity,possiblynextmonthandthenitwillbeupdated
toreflectthat.So,subtract$2,000.00fromthecurrentamount. 

PUBLICCOMMENT/ACCOLADES: 

DiscussionthatCommissionChairFriesenworkedwithagentlemanonhelpinghimaccesstheonline
systemforfilingacomplaintwiththeStateHumanRightsDepartment.CommissionerLearmontstated
thatinthefuture,wemaywanttoformalizetheprocessoratleastsetuparoutine. 

OLDBUSINESS: 

1)SponsorshipofReifPerformanc:Thereismoreinformationontheattendance.Theperformancewas
madeavailabletothehighschool,possibly1,200students,statedCommissionerConnelly,intheorythat
isthenumberofstudentsthatcouldhavehadaccess.Therewerealsosixotherschoolsthatboughtinto
itandparticipatedinit. 

TheothercontributorstotheperformancewereMidwestArtsCouncilwhogave$2,000andMobility
Maniagave$250.00. 

2)DataDemographicWorkgroupUpdate:CommissionersHodgsonandLearmontmetwitharesidentwho
hasmobilityissues,MyrnaPeterson.ShestatedthattherearefourmajorissuestothecityofGrandRapids: 
a.Transportation
b.Gettingintobusinessesandgettingaroundinsideofthebusinesses
c.Sidewalksandpedestrianramps–infrastructure
d.Awareness

TheystatedthatthiswasaneyeopenertohearthoseissuesandthatCommissionerEricksonfoundsome
censusdatabuttheyhavenothadanopportunitytolookatityetandwehavenotmet. 



3)CommissionerOnboarding(WorkgroupFriesen,Stoll&Connelly):Noupdatesatthistime. 
Discussionregardingtheexistingdocumentssuchas; 

CommissionerLopez-CorteshasPastCommissionmemberFreida’sbinder
BarbSanderson’sboxesincludeacompletehistoryoftheCommissionsinceitsstartin2004. 
Readinglistfromlastmonth,couldbeupdated/broadenedtoincludewhattheCommissionfeelsis
missingi.e.raceandotherprotectedclassinformation. 
Organizing/consolidatinganddigitizing/scanningtheBinder’sandBox’sdocumentsfornew
Commissioners
CityBoardsandCommissionsDropDownoncitywebsiteisagoodresourceincludesphone
numbercontacts,informationdownloads,otherresourcesandupcomingevents. 

4)WorkPlanUpdate:CommissionChairFriesensaidweshouldsavethisforthespecialmeeting. 
CommissionerJoselynaskedaboutthelastupdateoftheexistingWorkPlanandhowshecouldacopy. 
TheywillsendtoCindyLymantoredistributepriortotheWorkPlanmeeting.Wearegoingtotalk
aboutthedateforthespecialworkgroupmeetingundernewbusiness. 

5)IndigenousPeoplesDayUpdate:Discussion:CommissionChairFriesensaidthatshehasnotmade
progressonthis.CommissionerConnellyhasameetingtomorrowwithISD318&316,themultidistrict
culturalgroupandtheyareinterestedinpartneringwithus.Therehasalwaysbeenathemeandmaybe
thebetterwaywouldbetoaskthemandseewhattheywouldliketodo. 

CommissionJoselynsaidthattheCircleofHealinghasplayedaroleinorganizingthisinthepast.They
willnotbearoundthisyear.CommissionerJoselynwouldliketotalkaboutandaddTrueTuesdaysto
thenewbusinessforthenextmeeting. 

6)Anti-AsianViolence:(HRCAwarenessGroup)CommissionChairFriesenandCommissionerJoselyn
agreedthattheyhavenotmettodiscussthis. 

NEWBUSINESS: 

1)EventsforJuneteenth:CommissionerChairFriesenstartedthediscussionbysayingthatyouallhavethedraft
versionofthewrite-upthatCommissionerEricksonpotentiallydidforthepaper.CommissionerEricksonwasnotsure
abouttherelationshipwiththeJayceesandhowithappenedinthepast.DiscussionensuedastotheJayceessettingup
oftheflags,usingthewriteupinthepaperfromlastyear,thecity’sJuneteenthProclamationandthepossibilityof
gettingasignfornextJuneteenth. 

2)2020CensusData:CommissionChairFriesenaskedthatiftheywerethinkingthatCommissionerEricksonhadsome
moreofthedata.CommissionerHodgsonstatedthattheyhavesome2020CensusDatainrawformthatwehavenot
lookedatandwepledgetodothat.CommissionChairFriesenaskedthatmaybenextmonthweputitinparenthesis
andmakeit2020CensusData(DemographicWorkgroup)putittogetherunlessyouseeareasontokeepitseparate. 
CommissionerLearmontsaidthatitwillnotbeuntilSeptemberbeforeweactuallyseemoreupdateddata. 
CommissionerJoselynsaidthatrightnow,theyonlyhavestatedata.AttorneySterleaddedthathewenttotheirsite

standtheyhavethecitybreakdownsforraceandhasbeenpostedasofJuly1,2019. 

3)WorkGroupCommunity-WideEducation:DiscussionthatstartedbyCommissionChairFriesenstatingthatwith
theGovenor’smandatechanging,thatthereisapossibilityofgettingmoreinteractivecommunity,policeand
partneringopportunitiesfortraining.Commissiondiscussedthefollowing: 

PoliceChiefJohnsonmentionedProfessorfromSt.CloudStatewhowemightbeinterestedin. 
AtWorkPlanSpecialMeeting-Investigate/discussdetailshowtospreadoutwithCommunityandPolice
ChiefJohnson’sinterestinpartnership
PossibilitiesofInterestedGroupsforeducationalopportunitiessuchasPolice,Schools,CityGroups,City
Itself,CountyandCountyDeputies
LookattentativetimeframeforthepossibilityofrecommendedtrainingsbyPoliceChiefJohnson
CommissionerJoselynremarkedonthedebriefingofPoliceChiefJohnsonafterheattendedtheAnnual
Lectureon“FindingCommonGround”.ThePoliceDepartmentiswellresourcedatthistimeandislookingto
theGRHRCommissiontoassistwith: 



i.Helpingtoidentifygoodcontent
ii.CommunityPartnership–lovedthemodeloftheAnishinaabeWorldViewTraining

TheRoletheGRHRCommissioncanplayishelpingtopromote,engageandpartnerwiththecommunityalong
withthePoliceTraining
GRHRCommissionassistedwithfundinginthepast,checktoconfirmthis
Communitygroupskickingintohelpwithfundingaswell
BrainstormattheWorkGroupSpecialMeetingotherdifferentcommunitypartnerstheCommissioncould
reachoutto. 

th4)Discussion/PlanDateforOutsideWorkSession:CommissionChairFriesenaskedifThursdayJune17,wouldbe
okayfortheSpecialWorkGroupMeeting,tostartat4pm.CommissionerConnellymayhaveaconflictwithGREDA, 
butwillcheckandcomeinwhenitisdone.Ifthatworksforthemajority,thenwewillhaveitonthatdate. 

WhatistheCityPolicyonattendingmeetings,wearelookingatCommissionerStoll’sattendance.AttorneySterlesaid
thatthereisanAttendancePolicy.Wewilladdressthisonthenextagendaandattachthepolicy. 

Thespecialworksessionmeeting,willroughlymeet2hours,butscheduleitfor3,justincaseandorderameal.There
arerestrictionsonusingmoneyformeals,butpeoplecanpitchinforthatasnottousebudgetmoney.AttorneySterle
statedthatthepeoplethatwillbeattendingwillpayforthemealsothatitisnotcomingoutofthepubliccoffers. 

thMotiontosetaSpecialWorkGroupMeetingforThursday,June17at4pmintheCityCouncilChambersby
CommissionerJoselynandsecondedbyCommissionerLearmont,motionpassedbyvoicevote,noneopposed. 

5)DiscussionregardingCommissionerBrielleCarlson:CommissionerConnellystatedthatCommissionerCarlson
thsubmittedherresignationtotheCityCouncilattheirMay24CouncilMeetinganditwasapproved.AttorneySterle

saidthatthereisaletterthatgoesouttoBoardsandCommissionmembersthankingthemfortheirtimeserved. 

CALLS/COMPLAINTS/INQUIRIES:CommissionerFriesenaskedifthereisanythingtoaddtothisitem,no. 

SETTINGNEXTAGENDA: 

DiscussionontheMinnesotaDepartmentofHumanRightsaddingittotheAgendaasNewBusiness. 

OldBusiness: 
2020CensusData(DataDemographicWorkGroupCombination) 
CommissionerOn-Boarding
IndigenousPeoplesDayCommunity-WideWorkgroup
JuneteenthEvent

NewBusiness: 
ReviewWorkPlanafterSpecialWorkSession
TrueTuesdays
HumanRightsCommissionAttendancePolicy
StateofMinnesotaHumanRightsCommissionMeetings

CommissionchairFriesenaskediftherewasanythingelsefortheAgenda.No. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meetingadjournedat5:30pm. 

RespectfullysubmittedbyCynthiaLyman
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CITYOFGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CALLTOORDER:PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereofaregularmeetingoftheGrandRapidsHuman
ndRightsCommissionwasheldatthemeetingroomoftheGrandRapidsAreaLibrary,140NE2St,Grand

Rapids,Minnesota,onThursday,June17,2021at4:00p.m. 

CALLTOORDER:CommissionChairFriesencalledthespecialworksessionmeetingtoorderat4:30p.m.asa
quorumwaspresentatthattime. 

Presentwere: 
CommissionChairFriesenCommissionerLopez-Cortes
CommissionerLearmontCommissionerStoll
CommissionerEricksonCommissionerJoselyn
CommissionerConnellyCouncilRepresentative–joinedlateafterEDAMeetingatCityHall

Staff:CynthiaLyman

SPECIALWORKSESSIONMEETINGMINUTES: 

TheFourthQuarter2020–CalendarYear2021WorkPlan(preparedinaccordancewithCommissionBy-Laws,Article10) 
washandedouttoallpresentCommissionMembers. 

FirstQuarterDiscussion2021: 
MoveExploringopportunitiesofinterfaithcommunityhumanrightseventtolate2021or2022
MinnesotaLeagueofHumanRights–checktheirschedule
IndigenousPeople’sDay–workontheme,possiblyincollaborationwithKaylaandtheArts&CultureCommittee

thMoveExploringCommunity-WideEducationOpportunitiesaboutHumanRightstoCollaboratewithGRPDtothe4
Quarteror2022andkeepfunded. 
IndigenousPeople’sDay–(isineachquarter)NeedtotalktoKaylaonArts&CultureBoardCommission,increase
fundingto$1,500to$2,000.00

SecondQuarterDiscussion2021: 
Juneteenth
ocheckonwhatishappeningforevent,Brittaatpaper,theCityProclamationwaspublished,flagsandJaycees
oBannerDiscussion–movetoanotherquarter–canput$1,000.00towardit? 

Disability/DifferingAbilitiesOpportunities
oTheAutonomousCarcomingtoGrandRapidsin2023
oNationalDisabilityHistoryMonthinOctober
oStillgatheringinformation
oIsitpossibletoaddADACompliancetothebuildingpermits

DiscussionregardingaRacialTensionincidentattheElementarySchool
Passedouthand-outRaisingtheStandards
NaildownthemewithIndigenousPeople’sDay,sculpture–checkwithMcRostie

ThirdQuarterDiscussion2021: 
ReviewofHumanRightsEducationalOpportunitieswithSchools
oMainlyIndigenousPeople’sDay
oMeetwiththeGRPoliceChiefagain
oSchoolcalendar–earmarked2yearsout
oCommissionerConnellybeingtheLeadwiththemeetingsattheDistricts. 
oPossibilityofinvitingspeakers
oPlatformforPublicComment

MinnesotaLeagueofHumanRights
ClasseswithintheCommunity
oDisparities
oProtected
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MonthlyEvents
NationalLeagueofCities
Budget
Revampcommunitywideeducationalfor2022
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EXCERPTFROMTHEHUMANRIGHTSBY-LAWS

ATTENDANCEPOLICYFORTHEGRANDRAPIDSHUMANRIGHTSCOMMISSION

CopiedfromemailreceivedfromtheCityClerkKimGibeauon6-22-2021

CommissionattendancerequirementsareaddressedinArticletwelveoftheHumanRightsBy- laws.Ihave
pastedthespecificarticlebelow. 

ARTICLETWELVE

EverymemberoftheCommissionshallberequiredtoattendatleastseventyfivepercentofallmeetings
eachcalendaryear.Commissionmemberswhoareunabletomeettheattendancerequirementwillbe
deemedtohaveresignedfromtheCommission.AnymemberoftheCommissionmayvoluntarilyterminate
membershipbysubmittingawrittenresignationtothechairandtheCityCouncil. 


