Help shape the future of Grand Rapids
November 7, 2024

The City of Grand Rapids Economic Development Authority (GREDA) is developing a small area
plan for the area along the Highway 2 corridor. GREDA, in partnership with the business community
and property owners, has made significant public investment and aesthetic improvements to the
blocks near the intersection of Highway 2 and Highway 169.

There is still work to be done to improve economic development, activate underused properties,
improve walkability, and make it easier and safer to get through the city and west along Highway 2.
The GREDA Highway 2 West Land Use and Development Study will address these needs.

Study Area

The GREDA is focusing on one block north and south of Highway 2 from NW 16" Avenue to NE 5"
Avenue, as shown in the map below. This is a busy corridor with a lot of vehicle and truck traffic on
Highway 2. Land uses include a mix of small shops, restaurants and fast food, offices, auto sales
and repair uses, convenience stores and gas stations, professional services, equipment retailers,
showrooms, and similar uses. The area is characterized by a lot of parking lots in various states of
repair, a lot of signs, some disconnected sidewalks and very little green space or landscaping.
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Study Goals

The GREDA is coordinating this planning effort with the Minnesota Department of Transportation’s
Hwy 2/169 Grand Rapids/La Prairie Corridor Study in an effort to build on the findings and
recommended improvements from that project. Other goals of the study include:

e Address land use and aesthetic challenges: Create a welcoming place where people want
to be by connecting this area to the Mississippi River, enhancing public spaces, and
identifying potential improvements to the aesthetics. Develop strategies to address land
use challenges, under-performing and poorly configured sites, environmental challenges,
and deteriorated property to improve visual appeal.



Support economic development: Develop strategies that encourage investment and
support economic development along this Highway 2 Corridor through appropriate mixes of
use, density, and scale.

Improve multimodal transportation networks: Develop a network of roads, trails, and
sidewalks that allow people to move safely through and within the study area, regardless of
whether they are on foot, in a car, on a bike, or using a mobility device.

More information about the MnDQOT Corridor Study is available online at: Hwy 2/169 Grand
Rapids/La Prairie corridor study - MnDOT

Get involved

We want to hear from residents, businesses, property owners and visits about what they like about
Grand Rapids and ideas for how this area could be improved. You can get involved by:

Visiting the website

Signing up for email updates Bolton & Menk

Taking this brief survey www.surveymonkey.com/r/GREDA

Participating in a walking tour on November 21 from 10 to 11:30 AM (space is limited so
please register here GREDA Hwy 2 West Land Use and Development Study: Morning
Walking Tour

Stop by the Grand Rapids Library at 140 NE 2nd St on November 21 from 2 to 4 PM to talk to
a staff person

To learn more about this project and sign up for project updates visit: www.GREDAStudy.com


https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy2-169-grand-rapids-la-prairie/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy2-169-grand-rapids-la-prairie/index.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNBOLTONMENK/subscriber/new?topic_id=MNBOLTONMENK_343&pop=t
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GREDA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B48ACAE22A2F9C07-52978539-morning#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B48ACAE22A2F9C07-52978539-morning#/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=338d8b1d4002aa8c0277a8b400b6dc1f8ef4a5d37719fdc5117f4b63bffa820aJmltdHM9MTczMDkzNzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2403b81a-e43d-62bf-0d24-ab32e516634c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9R3JhbmQlMjBSYXBpZHMmc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjQ1Mng4MjU4OTgxJnBwb2lzPTQ3LjIzMzA5NzA3NjQxNjAxNl8tOTMuNTI1ODYzNjQ3NDYwOTRfR3JhbmQlMjBSYXBpZHNfWU40NTJ4ODI1ODk4MX4mY3A9NDcuMjMzMDk3fi05My41MjU4NjQmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
http://www.gredastudy.com/

	Help shape the future of Grand Rapids

