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City of Grand Rapids
IRA Civic Center / Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Regular Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, September 11", 2019 — 5:30 pm
IRA Civic Center

Call to order

Financial reports (only if end of quarter)
Approve July Minutes

Setting of regular agenda

Visitors

Old business

a. Facility improvements update

b. Steering Committee Update

New business

Staff Reports
a. Programs and events update

Correspondence

Adjournment

To serve the Grand Rapids area by providing outstanding opportunities
through our facilities, programming and civic partnerships.



CIVIC CENTER AND PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
Regular Monthly Meeting
July 10, 2019

The IRA Civic Center and Park and Recreation Advisory Board held its regular monthly meeting on
Wednesday, July 10, 2019, at the IRA Civic Center.

L CALL TO ORDER

Board Members Present: Tasha Connelly, Lilah Crowe, Tina Glorvigen, Brad Hyduke and
Steve Oleheiser

Board Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Dale Anderson, Sara Holum
Visitors: None

II. FINANCIAL REPORTS

No financials presented.

III. MINUTES

A motion was made by Connelly and second by Hyduke, to accept the May 8, 2019
minutes.

Upon roll call vote, the following voted in favor thereof: Connelly, Crowe, Glorvigen,
Hyduke and Oleheiser. Those opposed: none. Motion carried.

IV. SETTING THE AGENDA

Steve Oleheiser asked that the discussion of Playground Equipment be added to “New Business”.

A motion was made by Connelly and second by Oleheiser, to accept the setting of agenda
and additional items.

Upon roll call vote, the following voted in favor thereof: Connelly, Crowe, Glorvigen,
Hyduke and Oleheiser. Those opposed: none. Motion carried.

V. _VISITORS

None.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

a. Facility improvements update. As of right now, there is nothing new to report on.

b. Steering Committee Update. Council approved the Steering Committee consisting of
members from ISD #318, City of Grand Rapids, GRAHA, SNSC, Visit Grand Rapids and
other businesses and business owners. The Committee will be responsible for
recommendations to the City Council regarding:



VIIL.

Roof design.

Joining of the two facilities.
Improve locker room situation.
Funding of the project.

Ll NS .

NEW BUSINESS

VIII.

Discuss Naming Policy for City Parks and Facilities. Dale presented the City of Grand
Rapids’ Policy for Naming City Parks, Buildings, and Related Recreational Facilities. Brian
Ames and his family used to live in the house by the Hale Lake Landing on Highway 38 that
the City took over with eminent domain. Mr. Ames asked if the Board would consider
renaming the boat landing the Ames/Williams Boat Launch or something to that effect.
After the discussion regarding the policy, the Board suggested that Dale return a call to the
family and discuss the adoption of the landing instead of renaming.

Playground Parks. Steve Oleheiser discussed that after using the playground equipment at
the Oakland Park, he has some concerns with the equipment. The sand and dirt was all
washed out under the swing set and the slide, which sits out in the sun, was too hot to slide
down. There was a conversation regarding the codes of the equipment and the possibility of
researching sun shades to go over some of the equipment.

STAFF REPORT

IX.

Programs and events update.

Civic Center: Ice is in and there are hockey camps, figure skating, and private groups
skating. There was a Circus that took place in June but their show attendance was not
great. The pavilion dasherboards are going to be replaced as there are some with cracks and
holes in them. Dale discussed the large bike event that took place wherein the bicyclists
camped in the Conifer field, used the Civic Center showers and restrooms and then had a
weeklong bicycle trip around northeast Minnesota.

Sports Complex: Girls fastpitch and men’s league softball is underway at the sports complex.
With the construction of the new elementary school, the parking lot was minimized and there
had to be an overflow parking lot set up behind Dick Distributing. The playground
equipment from the sports complex is going to be moved to the Library Riverfront area.

CORRESPONDENCE

X.

ADJOURNAMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted: Sara Holum



To: Park and Recreation Board
From: Mike Johnson

He: Renaming Legion Field to Streetar Field at Legion Park
Date: April 15, 2019

It is a privilege to help facilitate the process for the renaming of Legion Baseball Field to
Streetar Field at Legion Park. Bob Streetar has become a household name to any person that
has been involved with Grand Rapids area baseball within the last 50 years. The name is
instantly associated with the most manicured baseball diamond in northern Minnesota as well
as a coach who consistently produced winning baseball teams at all levels.

I had the opportunity to play for Bob Streetar for many years. From a young boy in 7th grade
to a successful adult in my 40’s, Streetar was always there. He had a sneaky way of using his
knowledge of the game to teach me life lessons that | will never forget. He always held his
players to the highest expectations, ensuring that everyone knew how to play the gane and
whiat it would take to come out on top every time.

| remember former Indiana basketball coach Bobby Knight, once said, “Everyone has the will
to win...... few have the will to prepare to win!” Bob believed this philosophy through and
through. He always expected us to work hard and act with honesty and integrity during every
game AND every practice, whether on our home field or not.

We were taught on road trips to always leave the dugouts in better shape than when we got
there. | remember many times picking up tiny gum wrappers on the ground of the dugout we
occupied, even though they had been there before we arrived!

Bob expected a lot out of his players, but he expected even more out of himself. No matter
the skill level, Bob took time every day to help each player develop his skills. i didn’t matter if
you were a reserve player or a college prospect, every player got the same attention from Bob.
Being a farm boy, he always had a soft spot for the “country” kids, who had to sacrifice a oreat
deal just to get to practice and back home again.

Along with believing in his team, Bob always believed that Legion Field was a gift that needed
constant care and improvement. He labored thousands of hours every year in order to keep

Legion Field at the level of a professional league balipark. He also took time to teach all of his
players how to properly manicure a mound and home plate area, trim the grass, and chalk the
lines. He would do anything needed to ensure it projected a positive image for Grand Rapids

baseball,

It would be a great honor for Bob to see Legion Field renamed to Streetar Field at Legion Park,
Bob cared about the development of his players, both on and off the field, and dedicated his
life and his family’s life to Grand Rapids baseball and Legion Field. It is hard to think of Grand
Rapids baseball without thinking of him.

| highly advise the Grand Rapids Park and Recreation Board recommend to the Grand Rapids
City Council the renaming of the baseball field to Streetar Field at L egion Park. Thank you in
advance for your strong consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,
Dir. Mike: Johnson
GRHS Class of 1974
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Mike Johnson

EXCELSIOR

Plhe Esaolsin Grosg

Hpwil 16, 2019

To Whanm it Way Conceen

Vwanted to wite to the Grand Rapads City Parks & Recreation Depadment wn support of e hamgging
the neme of Legion Baseball Field to Streetar Field al Legon Parh,

¥ had the preasure of biirg o part of Bob Strestars basebsl program from 19741978, | have
often sl Bob was the biest coach | have ever had in my sports career, That Yist includes, Herp
Brooks at the University of Minnesota. Bob presched prepsrat wn and haed work; an attribute
that helped us succeed on the field but more importantly bas helped me succesd w life.

Bob's dedication to the program and the Tield itself was unparalieled, | canmot inagine how
much me and personal money he powred into malog Legion Field one of the best conditioned
ballpaks | have ever seen. He did most of the work himsedt but also encouraged his Phayers o
take proade n o held for visitiog teams and Taos.

tn iy opinion it should be a very easy decisicon to rename Legion Baseball Field 1o Streetas Field
at Legion Park. Thete has never been o likely ever ol be oue swighe person 1o buve i wreishir
impact on & high school sports program and field than Bob Strestar. | am Tucky 1o have Bob as
an smpactiul pad of my hie which can also be ssid by hundreds of Tellow teammates ir Grand
Fapyiets!

I mppreiate yorr considerstion of W request,

& noerely

Suwrvves, W, Jeklumek

by S T £, 7 s W, B g
Tl e g 85 oo




Froom: Bian Trygstsd Blrygstad@oakidgefinancizl.oom @
Subject: Strectar Fied at Legion Park
Whizattues Ayl $63, 2018 @it 124 Fd
Ty Willees Jolwwsor mikeB2B5EE g com

Grand Rapids City Parks and Recreation Department:

I hope you will consider honoring ‘Qne of Our Own’ by renaming the Legion Baseball
Field in honor of Bob Streetar.

Bob Streetar molded the lives of mrrm“mwww young men in the Grand Rapids community (of

which | was one of the mmwmmm who were lucky enough to play on the beautifully
manicured diamond that Bob lovingly and meticulously maintained for more than 40
years. Ask any baseball player, coach, or fan from 1970 — 2000+ where the best park to
play at in (from a maintenance standpoint) and without a doubt they'd say Legion Field in
Rapids.

Bob sacrificed his blood, sweat, tears, and countless lawn mowers 1o the care of his
beloved Legion Field. Bob has been elected to the Minnesota Baseball Hall of Fame for
the success of his teams on the field and 1 think it is a fitting tribute (albeit, far too long in
coming) to share his name with the Legion Field moniker.

Back in the day, Grand Rapids High School baseball players coached the youth baseball
teams around town. Games were played during the day and using Bob as a reference |
was lucky enough to be able to teach younger baseball players what Bob had taught me
as my summer job during high school, 1972-1974.

Upon graduation from college | retumed home for the summer of 1979 and ran t outh
baseball program for the GR Park and Rec Department in addition to being the VF
Baseball Coach. Bob would go to all the V ames at Legion Field and specifically toid
me, “Tryg, just leave the field after the game, I'll take care of it!” Legion Field was Bob’s

baby....Sharon and the boys will attest to that!

I could certainly extoll many additional accolades that Bob Streetar richly deserves but |
think he would certainly be appreciative of sharing his name with a piece of GR history
that he was so instrumental in its success and legacy.

Thank you for your consideration of adding Bob Streetar’s name to the Legion Baseball
Field's signage. 1 think it is an honor that is warranted, justified, and long overdue.

Sincerely,

Brian Trygstad
GR Class of ‘74

Brian Trygstad, CFP, Wﬁm
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April 4, 2019
To the Grand Rapids City Parks & Recreation Department:

I am writing to encourage you to the name change of the Legion Field to
“Bob Streetar Field at Legion Park.” The time, talents, effort, and blood
sweat and tears Bob put into that field was gigantic for so many young
people who had the privilege to play for him. Coach Streetar dedicated so
much of his life to coaching, both as the GRHS head baseball coach as well
as the American Legion baseball coach. He was the coach, general manager,
chief fundraiser, concessions director, building general contractor, and head
of field maintenance!

As a former player at Grand Rapids (1971-1975) I gained so much in so
many ways. I moved to Grand Rapids just after eighth grade and I did not
know one person in town. One of the very first people who welcomed me
was Coach Streetar. I can’t tell you strongly enough how good that felt, for
THE baseball coach to welcome a very young and impressionable boy. At
that time I respected him so much and that feeling of respect has never
changed.

Coach Streetar was the main reason I chose a path as an educator. I was an
elementary physical education teacher, a sixth grade teacher and also
coached basketball and baseball; with my passion being baseball. In
addition to my coaching at Northfield High School I was also the Northfield
American Legion Baseball Coach for many years; desiring to give back to
the kids and game that gave me so much. The last seventeen years of my
career I have been the athletics/activities director at Northfield High School
and have been fortunate having many leadership opportunities; one of them
being the President of the Minnesota High School League Board of
Directors. I say this because Coach Streetar instilled such confidence in me
so that I have always felt I can take on any challenge and succeed.
Additionally I learned the importance of service to others from Coach
Streetar as I saw him donate so much of his time to his players, the game of
baseball, and to Legion Field.

Coach Streetar taught all of us how to “professionally” manicure a baseball
field. Without any doubt, Legion Field had the best playing surface (infield,
home plate, the mound, and all the grass areas) of all fields I played on at
that time. We were so proud to have other teams come to OUR home park



because it was so nice to play on. So much of the credit for the field being
in such great condition is attributed to Coach Streetar’s effort. Again, with
that being said, Bob had his players work along side him teaching all of us
how to properly maintain a baseball field. These lessons have been brought
to all the communities Coach Streetar’s former players are now a part of as
we all properly groom the baseball fields where we live. We all want to
make Coach Streetar proud!

I was so very fortunate that my family moved to Grand Rapids and that
Coach Bob Streetar was my coach. I feel so blessed to have played for him
and learn from him. He is my role model. All the players I have
communicated with are excited that the Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation
Department are considering a name change to Legion Field with Bob
Streetar’s name being associated with it. Thanks so much for your work
with this project and all that you have done and continue to do to make
Grand Rapids a great place for people of all ages.

Sincerely,

Tom Graupmann

GRHS Class of 1975

Member of the 1975 Minnesota State Championship American Legion
Baseball Team (coached by Bob Streetar)!



April 14, 2019

To: GR Parks & Recreation Board
From: Bruce LaRogue
Re: Renaming of Legion Baseball Field

I am writing this letter to give my whole hearted support to the renaming of Legion Park
(basebali field) to Streetar Field at Legion Park. This is an idea and action that would
be a great honor for any person and | cannot think of someone who is more deserving
than Mr. Bob Streetar.

Bob was a person who committed himself completely to the game of baseball and the
players he coached as well as the program he was in charge of. He sacrificed a lot of
extra time to ensure that baseball in Grand Rapids was a success and he left the
program in a better position when he retired then when he bagan. Beyond that he
constantly gave of his time to ensure that Legion Baseball field (playing field) was in
pristine condition every day. He gave his all and was totally committed to do things the
right way and this took a lot of sacrifice by him and his family over many years.

| also want to add that | now have a much greater understanding and appreciation for
how much Coach Streetar sacrificed in order to help build a great baseball program and
in keeping Legion Field in the condition that he did. Please understand that he was
meticulous in all that he did. | was fortunate to have not only played for Coach Streetar
but to have also coached a little with him as a JV coach. Through these experiences
and through my own as a player of multiple sports, teacher of 29 years, and a coach of
multiple sports at the high school and JV level in baseball, JV and Varsity level in
football and muitiple levels in hockey which includes 14 years as Head Coach in Grand
Rapids | have a much deeper understanding of all that he sacrificed for so many.

Please do not hesitate in your consideration in the renaming of Legion Baseball Field to
Streetar Field at Legion Park in honor of Bob Streetar. | cannot overstate how much he
has meant not only to the program but most importantly to the players he coached and
the lessons he taught about life to so many.

Sincerely,
Bruce LaRoque
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April 14, 2019

To the Grand Rapids Parks & Recreation Board:

I am enthused to extend my support towards renaming Legion Baseball Field to
Streetar Field at Legion Park.

I was an Assistant High School Coach under Robert (Bob) Streetar from

1980 — 1988. During that time I coached with Bob in six (6) high school state

tournaments including a state championship in 1984. 1 learned first-hand the

positive impact Bob bad on Baseball players, Baseball teams and the Legion
Baseball field itself. I don’t know if there’s a person who could even to begin to

count mdlﬂrm ]]llmm Wm WLW%M onl mw;ﬁwm %““‘“ﬁwM m do WMMW MW mrﬂm@, mﬁ]ﬂ% ﬁwm wmw
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rake and do it all over again each baseball season for 32 years. Inmy 40y
public education, no one else I've known surpasses Bob’s commitment to [Gr wmﬁﬁ

Rapids] Baseball and Baseball Coaching.

Bob dedicated over three (3) decades of effort on and off the field to put Grand
Rapids on the map for excellence in High School, VFW and Legion Baseball in the
State of Minnesota. I stron y urge the Grand Rapids Parks & Recreation Board to
approve the renaming of Legion Baseball Field to Streetar Field at Legion Park

to honor long-time coach Robert (Bob) Streetar.

Sincerely, >

- e
oy (9%
W”flw,mry/g Guggisberg, Ed. D.
Rosean Superintendent of Schools



Source: Tink Larson, Minnesota State High Scho

Bob was inducted into the St. Cloud State Hall of Fame (1

)97)

Bob was inducted into the Minnesota State High School Hall of Fame (2004)

Updated: August 1, 2017

please contact Tink Larson: tlarson@®hickorytech.net or 507-838-5645
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April 14, 2019

Dear Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation Board,

I’'m writing you today showing my support for naming the baseball field at Legion Park
“Streetar Field”.

| played for Bob Streetar in 1994, 1995, and in 1996 where we finished 3 in the State. Bob
was clearly a passionate coach with an unbelievable knowledge of the game. | learned a lot
from him both about baseball, but also how to prepare. These preparation lessons have
certainly carried over from high school baseball to many facets of my current life!

One reason why | believe the naming of the field should go through is | don’t believe Grand
Rapids could have asked for a coach that took more pride in his field. Legion Field has been a
gem of the Northland and wonderful place to play. Every April Bob could be found spending
countless hours getting the field prepped to play in the spring. Once the season started his
work didn’t stop as he would groom and ready the field like no other sports coach would.

I also had the opportunity to coach Legion baseball with Coach Streetar in the summer of
1999. Coaching along side of him | continued to see his dedication and passion for the sport.
His discipline and demand from his players have had a big impact on my coaching skills as well
as the skills of many of his former players that have gone on to coach too.

I believe that it would be very fitting for the new name of our Grand Rapids ballpark to be
called Streetar Field at Legion Park.

Sincerely,

Guy Clairmont Jr.



Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation Board:

This letter is in support of renaming the Grand Rapids Legion Field to Streetar Field. Bob
Streetar has been instrumental in impacting the lives of so0 many, from the very young to the
very old. | have many life-long friends because of my years on the field with Bob Streetar as
my coach. Baseball is a passion of mine, and 1 attribute that to Bob. He put countless hours
into making Grand Rapids baseball the highlight of every spring and summer. His
encouragement and support on and off the field surpassed any other I've had experience with
in our community.

| am definitely in support of changing the name from Legion Field to Streetar Field, and
encourage the GR Parks and Rec Board to accept this recommendation as well.

Sincerely,

Lee Thies



To: The Grand Rapids Parks & Recreation Board

As a friend of Grand Rapids Baseball, | am writing in support of renaming Legion Baseball Field
to Streetar Field at Legion Park. Bob was a mentor to me and hundreds of other student
athletes. He is a major reason why baseball is what it is today in Grand Rapids.

As a coach he helped develop great teamwork - the reason for the many successes that we
have enjoyed. Baseball coaches in Grand Rapids also take care of the fields. Bob’s field was
always in temrific shape, a fact recognized throughout Minnesota.

This would be a fitting tribute to a great coach and mentor to many young men.

Best regards,

Tom Saxhaug
Captain, 1966 District 28 Champs



Brian Titus

24542 Old Still Road
Grand Rapids. MN 55744

April 10, 2019

City of Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids MN 55744

To members of the Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation Board:

I wholeheartedly support the idea of renaming the Grand Rapids baseball field to honor
Bob Streetar. When you think of Grand Rapids baseball, you have to think of Bob and
all he has contributed to the sport in our city.

I worked closely with Bob when I served as president of the Grand Rapids Amateur
Baseball Association in the 1970s. His dedication to and knowledge of the game were key
factors in the success of baseball programs at every level in the Grand Rapids area. He

spent 32 years as head baseball coach, and he is a member of the MN State High School
Baseball Hall of Fame.

This would be a well-deserved honor for a man who spent most of his life helping young
men develop into good baseball players and great citizens of our city. Please consider
making this change—many people in our community and throughout the state would

approve of this action.

Sincer e]y your e . -
<
R

Brian Titus




Grand Rapids Parks & Recreation Board:

I am writing on behalf of the proposed name change of Legion Baseball Field to Bob Streetar
Field at Legion Park. | am very much in favor of this name change.

| played for Coach Streetar in the 1980's. | played varsity baseball for four seasons under Bob.
| was fortunate to be a member of the 1984 State Championship team as a junior at Grand
Rapids. | have also spent several years as an assistant coach for our varsity program at Grand
Rapids under current coach, Bill Kinnunen.

During my time as a player, coach Streetar served as a teacher, mentor and more or less, a
second father figure to most of us. We spent more time with Bob than with our families during
the spring and summer baseball season. Bob not only taught us to be very good baseball
players, he made us young men. Bob had standards as a coach that demanded accountability,
commitment, and excellence to the task, whatever the task may be. | owe Bob a lot for his
involvement in my life.

Coach Streetar worked tirelessly on Legion Field. There is no one who has put more time in to
the maintenance of the facility. He also taught us as players to take proper care of the field.
These traditions hold true today. Each player in our program has jobs to do on a daily basis to
properly maintain Legion Field and keep it nice. We owe this to Bob.

Coach Streetar has done more for baseball in our community than anyone before or since. Qur
program has a rich tradition and has produced many fine players and successful men in all
walks of life. Qualities like leadership, team work, integrity and honesty were stressed and
made us successful in all aspects in life. We all owe Coach Streetar for stressing those things
to us as players.

This honor of renaming Legion Field is far overdue in my opinion. Bob is very much deserving
of this honor. - His name and accomplishments as one of the most winningest coaches in
Minnesota Sports history should be recognized and appreciated now and in to the future.
Renaming the field would be a great way to honor Bob. Please consider the name change, it is
the right thing to do.

Sincerely,

Dr. Scott McBride, DC
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April 2,2019

Grand Rapids
City Parks and Recreation Department
Grand Rapids, MN 55374

RE: Renaming Legion Baseball Field to Streetar Field

Thank you for the time to consider changing the Legion Baseball Field to Streetar Field, I was lucky
enough to play high school baseball in Grand Rapids for Coach Robert “Bob” Streetar. I was a player
on the team that won the 1984 State High School Baseball Tournament.

Bob took a lot of pride in his teams and his field, always working diligently on the field to present
Grand Rapids as a serious baseball community. His success in High School Baseball is legendary in
Minnesota High School Baseball, I know this because my son was a Blaine High School Baseball
player and many of the parents and coaches, that I would speak with while watching my son,
remembered the Grand Rapids Baseball Teams and the beautiful baseball field that we all played on.

I hope you will consider changing the name to Streetar Field, it would be a great tribute to a man that

spent so much of his life showing pride in Grand Rapids and Grand Rapids Baseball.

Thank you,

Mark Sonaglia, Vice President

Veit & Company
Affimnstive Action Expial Opportunity Employer
Comiracting Waste Menagoment
Farttwork Holt-off Containers
Demmlition Construction & Demolition Debris Lamliills
I ilitins Recycling & Transfor Failitis
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Hnetommanteliiermtiition
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From: dean and karen balley lkdbailse @yahoo.com
Sulject: Renaming Legion Field
Date: April 6, 2019 at 329 PM
Tew: Mhike Johnson mike82556@gmail.com

Dear Parks & Recreation Dept. :

When | heard there is a chance to rename the Legion Field to "Streetar Field", | am
all for it. | coached with Bob for 15 years as his assistant baseball coach and 3
years as his assistant coach in basketball. He is not only a great coach but great
teacher of young men. This honor is long over due. He has done more for the
sport of baseball than any other baseball coach Grand Rapids has ever had. Let's
get this donel!!

Sincerely yours,

Dean Bailey
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Lamppa, Justin L Justin.Lamppa@itascacc.edu &
FW: streetar

April 23, 2019 at 11:21 AM

Mike Johnson mike82556@gmail.com

From: Nelson, Darla J <Darla.Nelson@itascacc.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 11:21 AM

To: Lamppa, Justin L <Justin.Lamppa®@itascacc.edu>
Subject: FW: streetar
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From: Darla Nelson <;jzyls, el taseace e
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 11:08 AM

To: Nelson, Darla J <[Jayla.ldelson @ inscacs.ecdy>
Subject: streetar
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