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1.Willthechangeaffectthecharacterofneighborhoods?  

Yes. Therequestedtextamendmentchangewouldallowforarecyclingcentertobeoperated
anywhereintheCityofGrandRapidswhichiszonedas “PublicUse”.  Itisimportanttonote
thatthereisanextensiveinventoryofpropertiescurrentlyzonedasPublicUseintheCityof
GrandRapids. Itisalsoessentialtonotethatalargenumberofthesepropertiesarelocatedcon- 
tiguousto, ordirectlywithin, residentialareas. AlthoughmanyPublicUsepropertiesareowned
bytheCityofGrandRapids, thustheiruseorsaleinanefforttodeveloparecyclingcenter
wouldrequireCitypermissionpriortocreation; manypublicusezonedpropertiesarenotowned
bytheCity. Forexample, schoolproperties, churchproperties, andtheItascaCountyFair
GroundsareallpropertiesthatarenotownedbytheCityandcouldbedevelopedasrecycling
centerswithoutCityconsent.  ItisoflargeconcerntotheCityCounciltocontemplatearecy- 
clingcenter’soperationwithinaPublicUsezoneassuchauseinincompatiblewiththeresiden- 
tialnatureoftheneighborhoodsthattheyshare.  

Theoperationofarecyclingcenterhasbeendeemedtobeanindustrial/generalbusinessactivity
innature. Theseseemtoconflictwiththecharacterofresidentialareasthatborderorco-exist
withtheCity’scurrentinventoryofPublicUsezones. 

2. Wouldthechangefostereconomicgrowthinthecommunity?  

No. Theproposedusethatleadtothetextamendmentrequestathandspursfromaconceptof
developingarecyclingcenteruponpropertyownedbytheCityofGrandRapids, inabuilding
constructedanduntilrecentlyutilizedbytheGrandRapidsPublicUtilitiesCommission. This
usecouldeasilybeaccommodatedinotherlandusezonespresentlyavailableintheCity. There
couldbenegativeeconomicconsequencesinareaslocatedtoaPublicUsezone, iftherequested
textamendmentweretoberatifiedbytheCityCouncil.  

Manyneighborsofthesubjectpropertyaddressedaboveattendedapublichearingonthisissue
andarticulatedtheirconcernsthatpropertyvaluesmaycertainlydecreaseintheareaadjacentto
thesubjectproperty. Decreasesinpropertyvaluescouldalsooccurinanyareasthatarecloseto
PublicUsezonesifthetextisamended

3. Wouldtheproposedchangebeinkeepingwiththespiritandintentoftheordinance?  

No. TheGrandRapidsMunicipalCodespecificallyatSection30-423statesthattheintentand
purposeoftheCity’szoningschemeisanefforttoaccomplishthefollowing.  

2) Dividingthecityintozonesanddistrictsrestrictingandregulatingthereinthelocation, con- 
struction, reconstruction, alteration, anduseofstructuresandland.  

Allowingarecyclingcentertobeoperatedwithinnon-industrialorgeneralbusinesszonesdoes
notfostertheseparationofseparatezonesinthatitinterminglestwoincompatibleusesinone
singledistrict.  



3) Promotingorderlydevelopmentoftheresidential, business, industrial, recreationalandpub- 
licareas.  

Therequestdoesnotpromoteresidential, recreational, orpotentiallybusinessusesinareasthat
maybecloselysituatedtoPublicUsezonesiftherequestisallowed.  

7) Providingforthecompatibilityofdifferentlandusesandthemostappropriateuseofland
throughoutthecity.  

TheCouncildoesnotfeelthattheoperationofarecyclingcenterinPublicUsezonesiscompat- 
iblewithotherallowableusesinPublicUsezones, ortoareaswhichborderPublicUsezones.  
Additionally,GrandRapidsMunicipalCodespecificallyatSection30-511statesthattheintent
andpurposeoftheCity’sestablishmentofzoningdistrictsareestablishedforthespecificpur- 
posesofmaintainingconsistencyinzoning. ByallowinganyrecyclingcenterinaPublicUse
zonetheCityCouncilfeelsasiftheycouldbeviolatingthespiritandintentoftheordinanceby
allowingincompatibleusestoco-exist.  

4. Wouldthechangebeinthebestinterestofthegeneralpublic?  

No. ForallthereasonslistedabovetheCityCouncildoesnotfeelthattheoperationofarecy- 
clingcenterinaPublicUsezonewouldfosterthebestinterestofthegeneralpublic.  Itcould
verywellleadtodegradetheintegrityoftheveryzoningregulationsestablishedbytheCouncil
toprotectthepublic.  

5. WouldthechangebeconsistentwiththeComprehensivePlan?  

No. ThereisnodirectionintheComprehensivePlantoallowsuchanexpandeduseinPublic
Usezones.  

TakendirectlyfromthetextofthepresentComprehensivePlan, thePlanholdsasits “Guiding
Principles” thefollowing:  

Guidingprinciplesreflecttheexpressedneedsanddesiresofthepeopleofthecommunityand
wereusedasaframeworktoguidethedevelopmentoftheComprehensivePlan. Additionally,  
theycanbecarriedbeyondtheplantoprovideguidancetodecision-makers.  

Growthistargetedtoservecommunityvaluesandenhancethequalityoflife
Changeisharmonizedtopreservethecommunity’scharacterandenvironment
Promoteeconomicvitalitytoprovidejobs, services, revenues, andopportunities
GrandRapidsisahealthyfamilycommunitywithstrongneighborhoods
GrandRapidsisthecommercialandservicecenterforthesurroundingregion
Communityparticipationisapermanentpartofgrowthanddevelopment
TheComprehensivePlanisfollowed, updatedeverythreeyears, andprogressisreportedto

thepublic.  



TheCityCouncilfeelsthatallowingatraditionallyindustrial/generalbusinessactivitysuchasa
recyclingcentertobeoperatedinPublicUsezonescoulddetractsignificantlyfromtheprin- 
ciplesthathaveguidedtheCity’sdevelopmentoverthelastmanyyears.  TheCitywouldliketo
fostereconomicdevelopmentandseebusinesseslikeHiredHandsflourishintheCityofGrand
Rapids, astheyofferavaluableservicetotheCity’sresidents. However, theCityCouncildoes
notfeelthatsuchauseiscompatibleinPublicUsezones. 
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