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UnemploymentRates
BackgroundInformation: 
HistoricallytheItascaCountyarea, includingtheCityofGrandRapids, hasexperiencedsomeofthehigher
unemploymentratesintheState.  TheunemploymentrateforItascaCountyinJulyof2012was7.6% whilethe
Statewas5.8%.  Theseunemploymenttrendshaveexistedforaminimumoftenyears. 

Recently, CouncilMemberZabinskiandIattendedaLocalGovernmentAffairsmeetingattheGrandRapids
AreaChamber.  Whatstruckbothofuswasalocalbusinesspersonwhostated: “Mybusinesshasopeningsbut
Iamnotgettingqualifiedpeople.”  Thebusinesspersonsstatement, combinedwithothergreateconomic
indicatorslikeMagnetationbeingpermittedfortheirnewmineprocessingfacility, Plant4, whichwilladd
another140jobs, alongwithhigherunemployment, perplexesus. 

Asacommunitywehavegreatleadership, people, andprogramstodevelopandcultivateaprepared, available
workforce.  TherearegreatexamplesofcollaborationsuchasworkforcedevelopmentbetweenItasca
CommunityCollege, MinnesotaPower, andUPMBlandinwherepapermakingandpowergeneration
curriculumwasdevelopedandpeoplewereeducatedandtrained.  Ourlocalschooldistrictsimplementedall
day, everydaykindergarten, withoutdedicatedfundingsixyearspriortotheStatefullyfundingthisactivity
becausetheyrecognizedthelong-termbenefitsofdevelopingourchildren.  Theexamplesgoon. 

Sohowdounemploymentratesstayhigh?  Howcanwehaveashortageofqualifiedworkers?  Howcanthe
Cityhelptogetabetterunderstandingoftheneeds?  IstheresomethingtheCitycandoinpartnershipwith
otherentitiestohelpimprovethesituation? 

WouldtheCityCouncillikeCitystaffandCouncilMemberZabinskitopursuethistopicfurtherwithother
interestedgroups? 

StaffRecommendation: 
Citystaffisrecommendingpursuingthistopicwithotherinterestedgroups. 
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