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July10,2017

JamieMacalister
EnvironmentalReviewManager
MNDepartmentofCommerce

th857PlaceEast,Suite280
SaintPaul,MN55101-2198

Re:FollowuptoJune26,2017LetterregardingLine3ProjectDraftEISComment,specificallyregardingChapter8
ExistingLine3AbandonmentandRemoval” 

DearMs.Macalister, 

OnJune26,2017,theCityCouncilofGrandRapidssubmittedaletterregardingtheabandonmentofEnbridgeLine3. 
Specificallywestated: 

Theresourceinquestionforourcommunityisourpublicwatersupplyandwecannotsupportthe
abandonmentofLine3knowingthattheimpact“couldbesignificantinthelong-term.”AccordingtotheD- 
EIS,“TheLongerthePipeIsintheGround,theMoreLikelyItIstoFail”(8-8).IfLine3isnotremoved,andwhen
itfailsand/orbuoyancyislost;itisgenerallyexpectedthatCitiesanditsresidentsareresponsibleforthe
clean-up.SinceLine3runsdirectlythroughourWellHeadProtectionArea(WHPA),whichisthesolesourceof
municipalwaterfortwocities(GrandRapidsandLaPrairie),theCityisrequestingthatyourequirethetotal
removalofLine3withintheWHPA.Inaddition,theCityrequeststhatanycontaminatedsoilswithinthe
WHPAberemoved.Lastly,werequestthatLine3beremovedinanyurbandevelopedareas. 

Sincethesubmittalofthisletterandrequest,theCityCouncilhashadapreliminarymeetingwithEnbridgestaff.Asa
result,theCityisrequestingthatEnbridgeandtheCityofGrandRapidsworktogetherinordertocollaborativelycome
toanamicablesolutionforthedeactivationofLine3toensuretheprotectionoftheCity’sWPAandtoprotectthe
environmentasawhole. 

Sincerely, 

DaleAdams,MayorTashaConnelly,CouncilMemberDaleChristy,CouncilMember

RickBlake,CouncilMemberBillZeige,CouncilMember

CC:TomPagel,CityAdministrator,DennyDoyle,GrandRapidsPublicUtilities
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ConsideramendingtheCity’sordinancetoallowoperationofATVsinalargerportionoftheCentralBusinessDistrict. 

BackgroundInformation: 
Recently, theItascaCountyBoardofCommissionersmodifiedtheircountyordinancetoallowtheoperationofATVson
countyroads. Currently, theCityofGrandRapidsOrdinanceprohibitstheoperationofthesevehiclesinaportionofthe
CentralBusinessDistrict. 

TheGrandRapidsChamberofCommerceandVisitGrandRapidshasapproachedtheCityaskingthattheCouncil
consideramendingtheCity’sordinancetoallowoperationofATVsinalargerportionoftheCentralBusinessDistrict. 
Mr. Pagel, CityEngineerWegwerth, AssistantChiefSchaarandChiefJohnsonmetwithChamberPresidentBudStone
onJuly5, 2017todiscussthisrequest. 

AtthistimethePoliceDepartmentwouldliketointroduceforCouncildiscussiontheattacheddraftofan amended
ordinancethataccommodatesthisrequestwhilemaintainingtrafficsafety.  ATVswouldnotbeallowedtooperateon

ndstateroadways, exceptindirectcrossing.  ItalsoprohibitsthecrossingofPokegamaAvenue (StateHwy169) at2
rdStreetNorthand3StreetNorth. Thisisanareainwhichthereismuchtrafficcongestionandvehicleturning

movements. Wedoexperienceanumberofvehiclecrashesatthesetwointersections. 

TheproposedamendmentshavebeenreviewedbyCityAttorneySterle. 

StaffRecommendation: 
DiscussamendingtheCity’sordinancetoallowoperationofATVsinalargerportionoftheCentralBusinessDistrict. 
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