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RAPIDS
MEETING AGENDA

ITS IN MINNESOTA'S NATURE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a regular meeting of the Arts & Culture Commission

will be held in Conference Room 2A at City Hall, 420 N Pokegama Avenue, Grand Rapids,
Minnesota 55744 on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 3: 45 PM.

Agenda

1.       Call to Order

2.       Public Input

3.       Setting the Agenda

4.       Correspondence

Letter from Sydney Sjodin — Mural Project suggestion

5.       Approve minutes:   February 4, 2020 Regular meetings.

6.       Financials:   Current revenue/expenditure report

7.       Artist in Residence

8.       Old Business

Update on Northbank mural project — Commissioner Aubid

Poetry Contest — See attached

Public Forum for Public Art Project

Update for Mayor's Arts Award process moving forward
2020 Art RFQ Update

9.       New Business

New member packet development
Open Meeting Law — Chad Sterle, Attorney
City Email

10.     Announcements

11.     Set Agenda For Next Meeting:

12.     Adjourn



29284 Pine Ridge Rd

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

January 21, 2020

City Administrator Tom Pagel

City Hall 420 North Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Dear Mr.Pagel:

My name is Sydney Sjodin, and I' m a 14 year old student at Robert J Elkington Middle School.
I' m writing to you today, in hopes of creating a new mural somewhere in Grand Rapids. The
murals that currently decorate the outer walls around Grand Rapids are indeed eye catching and
show a lot about native culture. Yet as I' ve looked at the art work, I' ve noticed that there wasn' t

really anything representing other cultures of Grand Rapids.

I truly believe it would be great if a mural was made representing the town of Grand Rapids and
our history.  Since there is such a variation of ethnicity in Grand Rapids, it may be favorable to
do a mural of early settlers of Rapids, or perhaps things or traditions in our town that are
symbolic to current day citizens.

So if it is possible, I hope that this could be a potential project for you. I believe that if made,

this mural would give Grand Rapids citizens just one more reason to love their town. Thank you

for taking the time to read this, and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Sydney Sjodin



February19, 2020

Ms. SydneySjodin
29284PineRidgeRoad
GrandRapids, MN55744

Re:  YourletterdatedJanuary21, 2020

DearSydney;  

ThankyousomuchforyourlettersuggestingmuralsthatcontainearlysettlersofRapidsor
traditionsinourtownthataresymbolictocurrentdaycitizens.  Ihavepassedonyourvaluable
correspondencetotheArtsandCultureCommission.  

TheArtsandCultureCommissionistheresponsiblecitybodyinchargedevelopingpublicart.  I
haveenclosedasummaryoftheirfive-yearartplacementplanforyourreference.  Youcanalsofind
thefulldocumentandmanysupportingdocumentsat:  https://cityofgrandrapidsmn.com/your- 
government/boards-and-commissions/arts-and-culture-commission/80-arts-culture-articles/696-arts-and- 
culture-guiding-documents

IwouldalsoencourageyoutoattendtheArts & CultureCommissionmeetings.  Theyaretypically
heldonthefirstTuesdayofeachmonth, at3:45pm, atCityHall.  

Ifyouhaveothersuggestions, pleasecontactmebyemailattpagel@ci.grand-rapids.mn.usorcallat
218.326.7626.  

Regards,  

TomPagel
CityAdministrator



ARTSANDCULTURECOMMISSIONMINUTES

CALLTOORDER:PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereoftheregularmeetingoftheGrandRapidsArts
andCultureCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2AoftheGrandRapidsCityHall,420N. 
PokegamaAvenue,GrandRapids,MinnesotaonTuesday,February4,2020at3:45PM. 

CallofRoll: Onacallofroll,thefollowingmemberswerepresent:AnneMarieErickson,Jessie
Siiter,GailOtteson,TomSippola,KaylaAubid,KariHedlund,MyrnaPeterson(viaSkype).Absent:David
Marty,EdZabinski

StaffPresent: TomPagel,KimGibeau

Public:None. 

SettingtheAgenda: 
AdministratorPagelrequestsadditionofPoetryContestunderOldBusiness. 

MotionbyOtteson,secondbyAubidtoapprovetheagendaasamended.Motionpassedby
unanimousvote. 

Correspondence: None. 

ApprovalofMinutes: 
NotedcorrectionofsecondforapprovalofminutestoreflectsecondmadebyMarty,notSmith. 
Spellingcorrectiontoartistname:JonThunder. 

MotionbyHedlund,secondbySiitertoapprovetheminutesforJanuary14,2020asamended. 
Motionpassedbyunanimousvote. 

Financials:Reviewedandacceptedfinancialsaspresented. 

stArtistinResidence: Willpublishnextcallforartistapplicationsafter1Friday.Wouldliketohavea
copyoftheagreementwithMacRostieforprogrammanagementprovidedinthenextagendapacket. 

OldBusiness: 

DiscussNorthbankmuralproject,GrantdiscussionandKiosk: 
Stillworkingontheseitems.TomPagelwillfollowupwithKatieMarshallandneedtosetmeetingto
speakwithRickNybergregardingthemuralprojectfortheNorthbankbuilding. 



ArtsAward:Nominationsreceivedincluded:PamDowell,ProjectFreeCare;GrandItascaClinic
Hospital;KAXENorthernCommunityRadio;Sam&KatieMiltich;andJannaSalmela.Following

discussionofvariousattributesofeachnomineeandthequalificationsundertheawardcriteria, 
nomineesareindividuallyrankedbyeachCommissionmember.ResultsofrankingshowedKAXE
NorthernCommunityRadiotohavethehighestscore.Theawardwillbepresentedattheannual
ChamberDinnerinApril2020.CommissionersAubidandHedlundwillpresent. 

Thestandardamounttobeusedfortheawardis$300peryear.Mr.Pagelwillmakecontactwith
CommissionerMartytoadviseofawardrecipientandrequesthebegintheprocessof
commissioning/purchasingtheawardforpresentationattheChamberDinner. 

Alsonotedistheneedtodevelopaprocessfortheaward.Detailsforcriteria,selectionprocess,etc.can
beclarifiedandupdatedpriortothenextawardcycle. 

MotionbyOtteson,secondbySiitertonameKAXENorthernCommunityRadioastherecipientofthe
2020ArtsAward.Motionpassedbyunanimousvote. 

PoetryContest: 
Mr.PagelmadecontactwithMichaelGoldberg,whowillworkwithCommissionmemberstodevelopa
completeconceptforapoetrycontest,withawinnertohavetheirwritingengravedinthesidewalk. 
CommissionerEricksonandAdministratorPagelwillworkwithMr.Goldberg. 

DiscussorganizingpublicforumonPublicArt: 
CommissionerAubiddoesnotrecommendhostingtheforumduringtheArtFair,butsuggestsduringa
FirstFridayevent.Mr.PagelwillsubmitdateoptionstoJenKrava,ForecastPublicArt,todetermineher
availability.April,MayorJunearegoodoptions.Oncedateoptionsarereceived,theywillbebrought
totheDowntownBusinessAssociationforcoordination. 

Itemsfornextagenda: 
OldBusiness

Northbankmuralproject,Grantdiscussion&KioskKatieMarshall,MacRostie
PoetryContest
PublicForum
Updateforartsawardprocessmovingforward. 

NewBusiness
NewMemberPacketdevelopment
ChadOpenMeetingLaw

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness,themeetingadjournedat5:33pm. 

Respectfullysubmitted: 

KimberlyGibeau,CityClerk



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS
ARTS&CULTURECOMMISSION

SCHEDULEOFCHANGESINREVENUEANDEXPENDITURES
FORTHEPERIODENDINGFEBRUARY29,2020

WithComparativeTotalsforthePeriodEndingDecember31,2019

ActualActual
2/29/202012/31/2019

Arts&CultureBudgetedExpenditures$ 7,500$ 5,000

Supplies-160
Seminar/Meetings/School-- 
Mayor'sArtAward189308
FacilityRent-- 
UtilityBoxWraps-768
ArtMappingProject-1,000
OperatingTransfertoCapitalProj418-1,550

BalanceAvailable7,3111,214



Memorandum of Understanding
between

The City of Grand Rapids
And

MacRostie Art Center

The City of Grand Rapids ( City) on behalf of the Grand Rapids Arts and Culture
Commission ( GRACC) has established an Artist in Residence program housed on the
third floor of Old Central School. The mission of the program is to provide space to

support artists' development and provide an opportunity for the public to engage with
artists. The City of Grand Rapids ( City) values the contribution of the arts in our
community and furthermore sees value in the increased activity an Artist in Residence
program will bring to Old Central School and the merchants located there.

The MacRostie Art Center ( MAC) is an advocate for the arts and a center of arts
programming in the Grand Rapids community. MAC is connected to the networks of
visual artists across the state and region and is willing to manage the Artist in Residence
program at Old Central School.

The parties commit themselves to building mutual confidence and trust, and through
this Memorandum of Understanding ( MoU) provide detailed areas of agreement that will
guide them in accomplishment of the stated objectives.

To this end, the GRACC and City have agreed on the following:

1.       Grant of Use/ Location

1. 1.      The City, through an agreement with the Grand Rapids Economic
Development Agency, will grant the use of a space on the third floor in Old
Central School ( space), the location of which will be approved by the City's
appointed representative.

1. 1. 1.  The City may cancel this MoU at the City' s sole discretion at any time.
1. 2.      The space will be provided by the City without compensation for use by a

Guest Artist(s) selected by MacRostie Art Center.

1. 3.      The space may be used by up to three Guest Artists at a time, provided
each of the Guest Artists have read and agree to abide by the terms of this
MoU, and the occupancy is in compliance with all Federal, State and Local
laws and ordinances.

1. 4.      The space will be provided for six month terms, and can be extended for

one additional term upon re-application by the artist. After two terms are
served, the artist must refrain from re-applying for a year.

1. 5.      One key for the space will be provided to the Guest Artist(s).  All keys will

be returned to MacRostie Art Center at the conclusion of their stay.



1. 6.      All day public parking is available for the use of the Guest Artist(s) within
two blocks of Old Central School.  Parking spaces on the grounds of Old
Central School will be reserved for tenants and customers.

1. 7.      If the City finds a paying tenant for the space, or for some other reason the
City needs to cancel this MoU, the City will provide written notice to MAC
and the Guest Artist( s) 14 days in advance of when the space must be
vacated and returned to its prior condition.

1. 7. 1.  If the property of the guest artist( s) is not removed within the notice
period, the City may remove any abandoned property at the sole expense
of the Guest Artist(s).

1. 7. 2.  If vacation of the space is needed to facilitate occupancy by a paying
tenant, other space may be made available to the Guest Artist, if vacant
space is available at the time.

2.       Expectations of the Guest Artist(s)

2. 1.      MacRostie Art Center will assist the GRACC and the City in ensuring that:
2. 1. 1.  The Guest Artist(s) act as regular tenants by being considerate and

refraining from the production of noises and offensive odors that would
negatively impact the use and enjoyment of Old Central School by regular
tenants and customers.

2. 1. 2.  The Guest Artist(s) use the space during the regular operating hours of
Old Central School to provide opportunities for public engagement with the
artist and their work.  Guest Artist(s) are welcome to utilize the space

outside of regular operating hours.

2. 1. 3.  The Guest Artist(s) provide at least one public event or activity during the
course of their residency, such as an exhibition, performance, workshop,
demonstration, or other type of community engagement.

2. 2.      Guest Artist(s) will not make any alterations to the space or cause any
damage to the space.  If any damage or alteration is caused by the Guest
Artist(s), the City will cause necessary repairs to be made at the sole
expense of the Guest Artist(s).

2. 3.      The Guest Artist( s) shall insure their own personal property on the premises
as they see fit.  All personal property placed upon or in the Old Central
School premises or common areas or external grounds shall be at the risk of

Guest Artist(s) or the owner of the personal property and the City and Old
Central School shall not be liable to Guest Artist or any other party for any
damage, destruction or loss of said personal property arising from any cause
whatsoever.

3.       Authorized Agents

3. 1.      The City shall appoint authorized agents for the purpose of administration
and facilitation of this MoU. The City and GRACC are notified of the
authorized agents of each are as follows:



3. 1. 1.       City Agent:
Tom Pagel

City Administrator
420 North Pokegama Avenue

Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744
218.326.7622

tpagel@ci.grand- rapids. mn. us

3. 1. 2.       MAC Agent:

Katie Marshall

MacRostie Art Center Executive Director
405 NW 1st Avenue

Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218. 326. 2697

katie0macrostiea rtcenter.orq

City and GRACC will not undertake any action inconsistent with the letter or spirit of this
Memorandum of Understanding.

City of Grand Rapids MacRostie Art Center

Qp O Date: 9^ 015"'14,/,,,,„,eDate: °l - 24" 2-b1
Mayor Director



From: MichaelGoldberg <goldberg@actionmedia.org>   
Sent: Wednesday, February26, 20205:49PM
To: TomPagel <tpagel@ci.grand-rapids.mn.us>; AnneMarieErickson <rcainann@icloud.com>  
Subject: PoetryContest

Here'sasummaryofwhatwetalkedabout.  IftheCommissionwantsmetocoordinate, I'dbe
happytodoso, forafeeof $2,000.  

PleaseletmeknowifIshouldclarifyorexpandanythingintheattached, orifyouwantmeto
makeotherchanges.  

Thanks!  

MichaelGoldberg
612.805.4045



GrandRapidsPoetryContest2020
PoetsonPublicArt”  

OpencallforpoemsinspiredbyartworksonpublicdisplayinGrandRapids.    

Purpose: Supporttheliteraryarts, drawattentiontothewealthofvisualartsinGrandRapids,  
anddemonstratethevitalityoflocalartistsinspiringeachother (andinspiringtherestofus.)  
TimedtocoincidewiththeMacrostieArtCenter’sJuriedShowofworkssubmittedbythe
public, reinforcingthemessagethattheartsareopentoeveryone.  

ThepoemawardedFirstPrizewillbeengravedincementsidewalkorputonplaquebesidethe
artwork (ifit’sinpermanentoutdoordisplay).  AtJudges’ discretion, therewillbeadditional
AwardsforExcellence, alsotobedisplayedasplaquesat, orprintsnear, theartwork.  

Workplan:  
March-May.  Compileexistinglistsoflocationsoflocalartworks, expandedtoincludeallprivate
businessesandinstitutionsdisplayingworksoflocalartists.  Commissionmake (largelybudget- 
driven) decisionsabouthowthislistwillbedistributed.  Producethelist.    

April
Recruit3-personjury, (wouldsuggestinvitingsomeonefromtheCollege, SteveDowningor
HeidiHoltanfromKAXE, andBrittaArendtfromHeraldReview).  

Establishcontestrulesandprocedures (includingmaximumwordlength), inconsultationwith
Commissionsubcommitteeandjurors.  

May-June
SetSeptemberdateforpublicreadingatMacrostie.    
SetpublicityschedulethroughSeptemberforprint, broadcastandonlinepromotionofthe
contestandrelatedevents.   Forcontestannouncement, promotionwillincludecross- 
promotionwithMacrostie, throughtheirmonthlyartistsnewsletterandtheirpublicartist
invitationfortheirJuriedShow (exhibitedthemonthofAugust).  

July – August
Promotecallforpoems, deadlineendofAugust.  

September:  
Selectionofwinners.  Publicreading, NorthernCommunityRadiobroadcasts, andnewspaper
publication.  

October:  
Planforpermanentdisplays
Projectevaluation, fordecisionsaboutfutureevents.  


