
ARTS & CULTURECOMMISSION
MEETINGAGENDA

NOTICEISHEREBYGIVEN, thataregularmeetingoftheArts & CultureCommission
willbeheldinConferenceRoom2AatCityHall, 420NPokegamaAvenue, GrandRapids,  
Minnesota55744onTuesday, September1, 2020at3:45PM.  

Agenda

1. CalltoOrder

2. PublicInput

3. SettingtheAgenda

4. Approveminutes: March10, 2020Regularmeetings.  

5. Financials: Currentrevenue/expenditurereport

6. NewBusiness
Conductartistinterviewforsculptureproject
Considerawardingsculptureprojecttoselectartist

7. SetAgendaForNextMeeting:  

8. Adjourn



ARTSANDCULTURECOMMISSIONMINUTES

CALLTOORDER: PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereoftheregularmeetingoftheGrandRapidsArts
andCultureCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2AoftheGrandRapidsCityHall, 420N.  
PokegamaAvenue, GrandRapids, MinnesotaonTuesday, March10, 2020at3:46PM.  

CallofRoll: Onacallofroll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent: Anne-MarieErickson,   Jessie
Siiter, DavidMarty, TomSippola, EdZabinski, KariHedlund. Absent: KaylaAubid, GailOtteson, Myrna
Peterson.  

StaffPresent:   TomPagel, LynnDeGrio, ChadSterle

PublicInput: None.      

SettingtheAgenda:   
AdvancedOpenMeetingLawdiscussiontobeginningofmeeting.    

MotionbyHedlund, secondbyEricksontoapprovetheagendaasamended. Motionpassedby
unanimousvote.  

OpenMeetingLaw: CityAttorneyChadSterlereviewedbasicsofopenmeetinglaw.  TheLeagueof
MinnesotaCitiesisscheduledtoprovideacomprehensivetraininginJuneandallmembersofBoards
andCommissionswillbeencouragedtoattend.  

Correspondence:  AfterreviewofletterfromMs. Sjodin, itisrecommendedthatanartmapbe
senttoherwhencompletedandconsiderinvitinghertotherevealofthechickadeemural.    

ApprovalofMinutes:     Notednameerroronpageone, RickNybergshouldbeKentNyberg.  

MotionbyErickson, secondbySiitertoapprovetheminutesforFebruary4, 2020asamended.   
Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

Financials:  Reviewedandacceptedfinancialsaspresented.      

ArtistinResidence: Overviewprovidingclarificationofprogram.    

OldBusiness:  
thDiscussNorthbankmuralproject:  NotedthatRickHardingisoutuntilMarch16 andMr. Pagelwill

contacthimafterthatdatetoscheduleameeting.   



PoetryContest: MembersreviewedproposalfromMichaelGoldberg. Thiswouldbebasedoncontract
forprofessionalservicefundedbyCommissionbudget, sononeedforRFP.  Committeeconsistingof
TomPagelandCommissionersEricksonandSiitertoworkwithMr. Goldbergtoironoutdetails.   

MotionbyMarty, secondbyHedlundtoapproveconceptaspresented.  Motionpassedbyunanimous
vote.    

PublicforumonPublicArt:  Mr. PagelwillcontactJenKrava, ForecastPublicArt, todetermineher
availability.  CommissionerSiiterwilladviseiftheDowntownBusinessDistrictwishesto
participate/host.     

Mayor’sArtsAward:  Awardfor2020winner, KAXE, willbeasculpturewithnameplatecreatedbyartist
CollinCloughandwillbepresentedattheChamber’sAnnualMeetingbyCommissionerMarty.  2019
awardwinner, BrewedAwakenings, donatedfundstobeusedforthe2020award.  Citymaynot
purchaseticketstoChambereventforthewinners, however, BrewedAwakeningshastheoptionto
purchaseticketsandpresentthemtoKAXEforattendance.  Concernsareexpressedonsettinga
precedentforfutureawardyears.  

th2020ArtRFQUpdate:  DeadlineisMarch20.  Mr. Pageldistributedscoringsheetformatfromlastyear
forreview, notingsuggestedchanges: additionofscorecolumnforexperienceinNativeAmericanArt.  
SubcommitteeformedincludingCommissionersHedlund, MartyandAubidorOtteson.   

NewBusiness

Newmemberpacketdevelopment:  Mr. PagelwillputtogetherwithassistancefromCommissioners
Hedlune, OttesonandSiiter.  Willconsideraskingpriormember, KathyDodge, toprovidenewmember
orientation.  

CityEmail:  AllmembersofCityBoardsandCommissionswillbeprovidedwithaCityemail.  Trainingwill
beprovidedattheApril7, 2020meeting.  

Announcements: ItascaCommunityChoruswillperformonMarch29, 2020at3:00atMethodist
Church.  

Itemsfornextagenda:  

Northbankmuralproject   NewMemberPacketdevelopment
PoetryContest  2020ArtRFQSelection
PublicForumupdate  CityEmail
Updateforartsawardprocessmoving
forward.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:33pm.  

Respectfullysubmitted:  

LynnDeGrio, DirectorofH.R.  



CITYOFGRANDRAPIDS
ARTS&CULTURECOMMISSION

SCHEDULEOFCHANGESINREVENUEANDEXPENDITURES
FORTHEPERIODENDINGJULY31,2020

WithComparativeTotalsforthePeriodEndingDecember31,2019

ActualActual
7/31/202012/31/2019

Arts&CultureBudgetedExpenditures$ 7,500$ 5,000

Supplies-160
Seminar/Meetings/School-- 
Mayor'sArtAward489308
FacilityRent-- 
UtilityBoxWraps-768
ArtMappingProject-1,000
OperatingTransfertoCapitalProj418-1,550

BalanceAvailable7,0111,214



GRANDRAPIDS,MN

CALLFORARTISTS
IndigenousPeoplesandLands

Sculpture
ArtOpportunity

RequestforQualifications

AboutGrandRapids

GrandRapidsisauniqueblendofsmalltownhospitalityandcharacterwithbigCityconveniencesand
opportunities.GrandRapidsoffersanexcellentqualityoflifetoresidentsoftheregionwithoutstanding
educationalopportunities,excellentmedicalcare,exceptionalcultural,natural,andrecreationalamenities, 
andanunequaledsenseofcommunityspirit.GrandRapidsprovidesresidentssafe,friendly,affordable
housingandinclusiveneighborhoodsthatretainandenhancenatureintheCity.Residentsandvisitors
canmovearoundtheCitywithequaleasebycar,bicycle,orwalking.GrandRapidswelcomesand
supportsadiversemixofthrivingbusinessesandindustriesthatprovidequalityjobs,promisingcareers, 
andeconomicvitality.GrandRapidsisawelcominggatewaytoMinnesota’sNorthwoodstourism. 

GrandRapids,MN,population10,869(U.S.CensusBureau2010),islocatedinNortheasternMinnesota
onthebanksoftheMississippiRiverandistheItascaCountyseat.It’ssituatedinthemidstofnumerous
lakesandforests.AsmallCityknownfor,logging,regionalservices,thearts,anditsNativeAmerican
andsettlercultures—GrandRapidsisaplaceofmanynarratives.GrandRapidsispredominatelywhite
96.5%),withNativeAmerican(3.1%),Latino(1.2%),Black(1.1%),andAsian(.9%)racialandethnic

minorities(U.S.CensusBureau2010).FifteenmileswestofGrandRapidsliestheeasternedgeofthe
LeechLakeBandofOjibweReservation;NativeAmericansarethelargestracial/ethnicminorityinItasca
County(4.9%). 

TheCity’snamehailsfromits3.5-milestretchofrapidsnowhiddenbyareservoircreatedbya
hydroelectricdam.ThehydropowergeneratedbytherapidsattractedUPMBlandin’spredecessorin
1902.TheMississippialsoprovidedanoptimalmeansofshippinglogstosouthernpopulationcenters. 
WhereasmuchofthenortheasternMinnesota’s“IronRange”regionhistoricallyfocusedonmining, 
GrandRapidsemergedasaloggingtown. 



GrandRapids,MN|INDIGENOUSPEOPLESANDLANDTHEMED-SCULPTURES| 
PublicArtOpportunity

GrandRapidsArtsandCultureCommission

TheCityCouncilestablishedtheArtsandCultureCommissionin2013.Itcurrentlyfunctionsasa
volunteercommission,reportingtotheCityCouncil,withninemembersandaCitystaffliaison. 
CommissionersareselectedbytheCouncilandserveathree-yearterm.TheGrandRapidsArtsand
CultureCommissionenvisionsacommunityinspiredbythepowerofitsabundantartsandculture.They
believe: 

theartspavethewaytoawelcomingenvironmentforallregardlessofage,race,ethnicorigin, 
genderorsexualorientation
artsandculturecombinedwithrecreationalopportunitiesdefineGrandRapidsasaregional
creativedestinationforrelocation,shopping,tourismandentertainment
theartscontributetohealthandwell-beingbycreatingaestheticallypleasingplacestowalk, 
bicycle,hikeandplay
engagementintheartshelpsvulnerablepopulationsbuildconfidence,copewithstressandaid
withhealing
carefullyplannedandartisticstreetdesigncontributestoavibrantdowntownandaccommodates
allmodesoftransportation,helpingtomakemovementaccessibletoall
thebeautyofthenaturalenvironmentoftheMississippiRiver,lakesandforestsisadefiningand
valuedcharacteristicofourcommunity
accessible,qualityartseducationalopportunities,cradlethroughcareerandonthrough
retirement,areessentialtothedevelopmentofacreativecommunity
communitieswithrobustartsandculturearemoreprosperousandattractlargeandsmall
businesses,rewardentrepreneurship,andprovidemeaningfulcareerstoresidents

TheSculptureProject

TheArtsandCultureCommissionprojectswillconsistofonesculpturewithaconcentrationon
IndigenousPeoplesandlands.FifteenmileswestofGrandRapidsliestheedgeoftheLeechLakeBand
ofOjibwereservation.Thecommissionbelievesthathistoryandpublicartcouldamplifyandhighlight
theculture,voices,andstoriesofNativeAmericansincludingtribalcitizens–past,present,andfuture. 
Additionally,thatIndigenousartistsshouldleadpublicartprojectsthroughoutthecity.Manysigns
aroundtownhaveAnishinaabelanguageonthem,andprojectssuchasthiswillcontinuetostrengthenthe
connectionsbetweencitizensofGrandRapidsandtheLeechLakeBandofOjibwe.ThisRequestfor
QualificationsisfortheonesculptureprojectrelatedtotheconceptofIndigenousPeoplesand
Lands. 

OneartistwillbecommissionedtocreatethesculpturethatwillbesitedataMississippiRiverPark, 
stlocatedattheNEcorneroftheintersectionsofPokegamaAvenue(TH169)andSE1Street(River

Road).\[seefollowingpagesforlocationmaps\]. 

RequestforQualifications(RFQ) 

Artistsareherebyinvitedtosubmitqualificationstobeconsideredtoparticipateinthedesignphasefor
thepublicartopportunitiesdescribedbelow. 

TheArtsandCultureCommissionwillrevieweligibleapplicationsandselectagroupofuptothree
finalists/finalistteamstoinvitetoGrandRapidsforanin-personinterview.Eachartist/teamwillreceivea
stipendof$750tocoverfeesassociatedwithdesignandtraveltoin-personinterviews.Further
informationwillbeprovidedtothefinalists. 



GrandRapids,MN|INDIGENOUSPEOPLESANDLANDTHEMED-SCULPTURES| 
PublicArtOpportunity

Uponcompletionofanin-personinterview,oneartist/artistteamwillbecommissionedtodevelop, 
fabricate,andinstallthepermanentartwork.TheCitywillcovertheexpenseofsite/basepreparationfor
thesculpture.Additionalrequirementswillbeoutlinedininstructionstofinalists.Pleaseseethe
followingtimelineforfurtherdetails. 

Budget:$38,000
Thebudgetthesculptureis$38,000.Moreinformationaboutthesiteswillbemadeavailabletothe
selectedartist\[s\]. 



GrandRapids,MN|INDIGENOUSPEOPLESANDLANDTHEMED-SCULPTURES| 
PublicArtOpportunity

SiteInformation

Sculptureswillbelocatedatthreepre-selectedsitesinDowntownGrandRapids. 

Location:MississippiRiverPark



GrandRapids,MN|INDIGENOUSPEOPLESANDLANDTHEMED-SCULPTURES| 
PublicArtOpportunity

SelectionCriteria

Phase1:Selectionofartist/designerswillbebasedonthefollowingcriteria: 
Qualityofintroductoryletter. 
Qualityofworksamples. 
Abilityofartist/teamtosuccessfullycompleteprojectsbasedonresumeandpriorworkexperience. 
ExperiencewithcreatingandappropriatelygeneratingNativeAmericanartwork. 

Phase2:Designconceptsmustmeetthefollowingcriteria: 
Designconceptsareengaging,interactiveinsomeway,andevokecuriosityofpassers-byeither

throughcolor,movement,material,whimsicality,orotherconsiderations. 
ArtworksadvancesIndigenouspeopleandtheirhistoryandconnectiontotheMississippiRiver, 

eitherphysicallyorspiritually,andconsidernaturalprocessesinsomeway. 
ArtworksshouldtakeintoconsiderationallseasonsinMN,andshouldbesafeandlow

maintenance. 
Artworksconveyartisticexcellenceandinnovation. 

Additionalconsiderations: 
Artshouldbewelcoming,accessibleandappropriatetothesite. 
ArtistsshouldaddresshowtheywouldworkwiththeArtsandCultureCommissiontoengagethe
communityinsomeway. 

Eligibility
Applicantsmustbeexperiencedvisualartistsorartist-ledteamsresidinginthestateofMinnesota, 
withspecialpreferencegiventoartistsfromNorthernMinnesotawhohaveexperienceincreating
NativeAmericanartwork. 
Applicantmustprovideevidenceofproducingatleasttwocommissionedpublicartprojectsofa
similarscaleandbudgetwithinthepasttenyears. 

Wearecommittedtoapolicyofprovidingopportunitiestopeopleregardlessofeconomicorsocial
statusandwillnotdiscriminateonthebasisofrace,color,ethnicorigin,nationalorigin,creed,religion, 
politicalbelief,sex,sexualorientation,maritalstatus,age,veteranstatus,orphysicalability. 

SelectionProcessOverview

TheArtsandCultureCommissionwillreviewapplicationsandselectuptothreeartistsorteamsto
participateinthedesignphase.Eachartist/teamwillbepaidastipendof$750topreparedesignconcepts. 
Deliverablesincludegraphicdepictionsoftheproposedartworkandabriefnarrativedescription. 
Artists/teamswillhaveapproximatelysevenweekstopreparepreliminaryconcepts,includingthe
presentationstotheArtsandCultureCommission. 

Schedule
February14,2020–RFQannounced
March20,2020–DeadlineforRFQsubmission;allrequiredmaterialsmustbereceivedby4PM
CST. 
April7,2020–Committeereviewandselectionof3finalists
April13,2020–CityCouncilapprovescontractswithselectedartists/teamsforpreliminary
designs
June2,2020–PreliminarydesignconceptspresentedtoArts+CultureCommission
August10,2020–CityCouncilapprovesfinalcontractwithselectedartistorteam.Commence
designdevelopment. 
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PublicArtOpportunity

Septemberof2020:Basedonapprovaloffinaldesign,artist/teamcommenceswithfabrication
May/Juneof2021:projectsinstalled/projectcompletion

RequiredSubmissionMaterials(indigitalformatonly) 
Pleaseprovidethefollowingtextin12-pointfont,inasinglePDFdocument: 

Contactinformationforleadartistand,ifapplicable,allteammembers
Threereferences(contactinformationonly)forrecentlycompletedprojects
One-pageletterdescribinginterestinprojectandapproachtodesign;pleaseincludestatement
addressingeligibilitycriteria
One-pagelistingofeachworksample;pleaseprovideabriefdescriptionandbudgetforeachwork
sample
One-pagebiographicalinformationorresume;ifyouhavemultipleteammembers,pleasekeep
biographicalinformationforeachteammembertoonepage
Worksample:Upto10digitalimagesofyourrecentandrelevantprojects.Individualsandteams
arelimitedto10imagesmaximum.SaveallimagesasstandardJPEGandlabeleachwith
applicant’sfullnameandnumberinsequencecorrespondingwithlistofworksamples. 

NOTE:Donotsubmitaproposalforartworksatthistime. 

PleasesubmitallRFQmaterialsviaemailto:tpagel@ci.grand-rapids.mn.us.Allmaterialsmustbe
receivedby4p.m.,CST,Friday,March20,2020.NoRFQswillbeacceptedafterthistime.Ifyouneed
clarificationorfurtherinformation,contactTomPagel,CityAdministratorat:tpagel@ci.grand- 
rapids.mn.usor218.326.7626



SculptureScoringSheet

0-5pts)( 0-5pts)( 0-5pts)( 0-5pts)( 0-5pts)( 0-5pts)( 0-5pts) 

Artists
Are the conceptsengaging, interactive, and evokecuriosity through color, movement, material, whimsicality, orotherconsiderations?Do the concepts highlight were water comes from, either physically orspiritually, and consider natural processesinsomemanner?Are theconcepts conducive to allseasons, safe to thepublic, andlowmaintenance?Artwork advancesIndigenous people and their history and connection to the Mississippi River, either physically orspiritually, and considernatural processesinsomeway.Do theconcepts convey artisticexcellence andinnovation?Are the conceptswelcoming, accessible and appropriate forthesite?Did the artist address how they would engage thecommunity intheprocess?TotalPointsGregMueller00000000

DuaneGoodwin00000000


