
ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION

GRAND 0RAP[ DS
MEETING AGENDA

Its IN MINNESOTA'S NATURE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a regular meeting of the Arts & Culture Commission

will be held, beginning at Riverside Park located at the intersection of River Road and
Highway 169 and continuing in Council Chambers at City Hall, 420 N Pokegama Avenue,
Grand Rapids, Minnesota 55744 on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 3: 45 PM.

Agenda

1.       Call to Order

2.       Sculpture site visit (Riverside Park at intersection of River Road & Hwy 169)

3.       Public Input

4.       Setting the Agenda

5.       Approve minutes:   September 1, 2020 Regular meetings.

6.       Financials:   Current revenue/expenditure report

7.       Old Business

Mayor's Art Award — Follow up

8.       New Business

Consider proposal for "Better Angels" Sculpture

9.       Set Agenda For Next Meeting:

10.     Adjourn



ARTSANDCULTURECOMMISSIONMINUTES

CALLTOORDER: PursuanttoduenoticeandcallthereoftheregularmeetingoftheGrandRapidsArts
andCultureCommissionwasheldinConferenceRoom2AoftheGrandRapidsCityHall, 420N.  
PokegamaAvenue, GrandRapids, MinnesotaonTuesday, September1, 2020at3:52PM.  

CallofRoll: Onacallofroll, thefollowingmemberswerepresent: Anne-MarieErickson, David
Marty, TomSippola, EdZabinski, KariHedlund, KaylaAubid, GailOtteson, MyrnaPeterson. Absent:  
JessieSiiter

StaffPresent:   TomPagel, KimberlyGibeau

PublicInput: None.      

SettingtheAgenda: Noadditionsorchangesarenoted.  

Correspondence:  None.  

ApprovalofMinutes:   
MotionbyPeterson, secondbyMartytoapprovetheminutesforMarch10, 2020aspresented.   
Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.  

Financials:  Reviewedandacceptedfinancialsaspresented.      

ArtistinResidence: None.    

OldBusiness: None.  

NewBusiness

ConductartistinterviewforIndigenousPublicArtProject:    

GregMueller, MuellerStudiosLLC, presentedthreedifferentconcepts, providedoverviewof
timelineandcost.    

Duetoaschedulingissue, DuaneGoodwin, wasnotinattendance.  AfterspeakingwithMr. Goodwin, it
isdecidedthatattheconclusionoffurtherCommissiondiscussion, themeetingwillberecesseduntil
Tuesday, September8, 2020at4:30PMtoallowforMr. Goodwintopresenthissculptureconcepts.    



MemberscontinuedreviewofMuellerStudiossubmission, directingstafftoaskMr. Muellerfor
clarificationregardingcommunityengagement.  ScoringwillbecompletedfollowingMr. Goodwin’s
presentation.    

MotionbyMarty, secondbyAubidtorecessthemeetinguntilTuesday, September8, 2020at4:30
PM.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.    

ReconvenedTuesday, September8, 2020at4:30PM.  Onacallofroll, thefollowingmemberswere
present: Anne-MarieErickson, DavidMarty, TomSippola, EdZabinski, KariHedlund, KaylaAubid, Gail
Otteson, MyrnaPeterson. Absent: JessieSiiter.  StaffincludedTomPagelandKimberlyGibeau.  

continue) ConductartistinterviewforIndigenousPublicArtProject:    

DuaneGoodwinpresentedsculptureconcept, explainingtypeofrockmaterial, originand
meaning.  Ifawarded, Mr. Goodwinwouldcarvethesculptureonsite.  

Commissionmembersdiscussedaspectsofbothartistsandconceptspresented.  Recommendedsignage
forinterpretivepurposes.    

MotionbyAubid, secondbyPetersontoawardIndigenousPublicArtProjecttoDuaneGoodwinand
forwardrecommendationtoCityCouncilforapprovalofcontract.  Motionpassedbyunanimousvote.    

ThenextmeetingwillbeginattheRiversidePark, locatedattheintersectionofHwy169andRiverRoad
toreviewsculpturesitewithMr. Goodwin.    

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, themeetingadjournedat5:46PM.  

Respectfullysubmitted:  

KimberlyGibeau, CityClerk



CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

With Comparative Totals for the Period Ending December 31, 2019

Actual Actual

9/ 30/2020 12/ 31/ 2019

Arts& Culture Budgeted Expenditures 7, 500       $     5, 000

Supplies 160

Seminar/Meetings/ School

Mayor's Art Award 489 308

Facility Rent
Utility Box Wraps 768

Art Mapping Project 1, 000

Operating Transfer to Capital Proj 418 1, 550

Balance Available 7, 011 1, 214
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Let Us Appeal To Our)

BetterAngels

Submitted by The Milligan Studio
A.S. Milligan

Dr. Nicole MaryMilligan( N.M.Kelby)
459 Selby Avenue

14'( H) x 10'( W) x 20'( L) St. Paul, Minnesota

4' 1°   A Rene Magritte- inspired installation of thousands
55102

651- 756- 7683of spinning " angel wing" pinwheels in variations
jai+ aw 7 K

of blue and white invites the viewer to honor the themilliganstudio@gmail.com

t  `       r words of Abraham Lincoln and take a selfie with
www.themilliganstudio.com

hashtag# BetterAngels



i

the milligan studio
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We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of
affection. The mystic chords of memory will swell when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature."

Abraham Lincoln

BetterAngels evokes President Lincoln's first inaugural address when he spoke to a divided nation and asked all to embrace their better
angels and join together as a country.     

2 _ _
The sculpture is a joyful arched structure featuringhundreds of spinningP 1 Y
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wings, which, when seen together, create the illusion of a pair of Magritte-    / lAx.      

inspired giant wings made of sky. Immersed in color and joyous movement,      111/ 4/ 10.101, 141 11 Y/ 1t!r) 1*\ 1i•, 9,,•+
audience members can stand inside this" cloud tunnel' and hear the spinning      •   ,     ,
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I ' 11/ 11, 11 111, Ii1of the wings, which calm, as they sound like gentle rain.( Sound clip enclosed
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in email.) The" wings" move with very little air circulation and have been o,), 11%    tiouismat=ga+',     "    ''

COVID-spaced to allow for plenty of air flow.    
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PROPOSAL:     I,/ Y111d( ISI•  01. 11,. 0 r

This is an original work, of which there are no copies.   
11' 111,+ 1•

For$ 1, 600 we would refresh Angels and install it in a site of your choosing.    tµF; As
it would be installed indoors,we could remove the concrete footings,   M to 44404141101,0"'which

would make the work approximately12ft tall, or less if need be.  We
have extra wings,and so we would replace those that need replacement. We

would bespoke the work to your site.Better

Angelswouldbe on loan for an indefinite periodof time.If you'd like it moved

to a new location,or taken away, contact us.      3= r,.,..is._•...--..,•,In

conjunction with the installationof the work, we would be willing to be artists
in residence fora 3 day period. We would work with your schools to provide
lessons with an eye to STEAM initiatives and District policies.We,

of course, would show everyone how to make their own wings,as we have

a few hundred" spinner sticks"in our studio. They are great fun to make.



THE STRUCTURE:

The frame is anchored by several stainless steel arches. The height and length can be shortened if need be.
To create the Magritte- inspired installation, several thousand plastic pinwheels in shades of blue and white were reengineered to

resemble angel wings. These colorful plastic pinwheels are strung on horizontal steel wires for maximum strength and wind collection.
The pinwheels are held in place with a metal clamp.

PUBLICITY:

Better Angels appeared in nearly every Twin Cities publication, including the Pioneer Press and the Star and Tribune. We would, of course,
make ourselves available to talk about the work, and Lincoln's message, and its new home in Grand Rapids.
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BETTER ANGELS
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A timpani of bcaung wings, their joyous thunder, can be a call for unity.

R C 3 Take a Scifie.
lalN

Post it.

BETTER ANGELS

THEMILLIG:\ NSTVOIO. COM
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