
CouncilorBlakeintroduced thefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoption: 

RESOLUTIONNO. 22-14

RESOLUTIONDECLARINGACLIMATEEMERGENCYINGRANDRAPIDS, MINNESOTA

WHEREASGrandRapidshasjustthispastyearexperiencednumerousclimatechangerelated
impactsincludingarecordJuneheatwave, dangerousairqualityfromdrought-fueledforestfireswhere
evenhealthypeoplewereencouragedtoremaininside, andwaterrestrictionsfromthesamedrought,  
makingitclearthattheclimatecrisisisnotonlyafutureissue — itisaffectingushereandnow;  

WHEREASextremeweatherwillcreatenewchallengesforGrandRapids’ infrastructureand
financesandwillposeathreattotheeconomicvitalityofourresidentsandbusinesses;  

WHEREASthegreatestburdenfromaninadequateresponsetotheclimatecrisiswillbefeltby
historicallymarginalizedorunderservedcommunitiesaswellastheyoungestgeneration, includingthe
childrenandgrandchildrenofGrandRapids;  

WHEREASinMinnesota, thetenwarmestandwettestyearseverrecordedhavealloccurred
since1998, warmingsurfacewatersareleadingtoasignificantlossoffishhabitatformanyprominent
speciesaswellasincreasingtheriskofharmfulalgaeblooms, forestsarechangingasnativenorthern
speciesarestrainedbywarmingtemperatures, cropsarestressedbycyclesofdroughtandfloods, home
insuranceratesarerisingfarfasterthanthenationalaveragefromanaverageof $368in1998to $1348in
2015, andfasterwarmingwintersareleadingtonewpestsaswellasshorterwinterrecreationseasons;   

WHEREAS, thebi-partisanNextGenerationEnergyAct, passedbytheMinnesotaState
LegislatureandsignedbythenGovernorTimPawlentyin2007, committedourStatetoachievingtoan
80% reductioningreenhousegas (GHG) emissionsby2050andwithinterimgoalsof15% and30%  
below2005GHGemissionslevelsby2015and2025, respectively, withcitiesbeingkeydriversof
achievingthesegoals;   

WHEREAS, ourStatedidnotmeetits2015goal, andisnotyetontracktoreachourfuture
targets;    

WHEREAS, inApril2016worldleadersfrom175countries, includingtheUnitedStates,  
recognizedthethreatofclimatechangeandtheurgentneedtocombatitbysigningtheParisAgreement,  
agreeingto “pursueeffortstolimitthetemperature increaseto1.5degreesCelsius”;  

WHEREAS, wehavealreadyreachedatemperature increaseofnearly1.1degreesCelsius
nearly2degreesFahrenheit) ascomparedtopre-industrialtimesandthedeathanddestructionalready

wroughtbythislevelofglobalwarmingdemonstratethattheEarthisalreadytoohotforsafetyand
justice, asattestedbyincreasedandintensifyingwildfires, floods, risingseas, diseases, droughts, and
extremeweather;  

WHEREAS, inAugust2021theIntergovernmental PanelonClimateChange (IPCC), theUnited
Nationsbodyresponsibleforassessingthesciencerelatedtoclimatechange, releasedareportthatstated
Itisunequivocal thathumaninfluencehaswarmedtheatmosphereandland,” andthat “Human

influencehaswarmedtheclimateataratethatisunprecedented inatleastthelast2000years,” and “with
everyadditionalincrementofglobalwarming, changesinextremescontinuetobecomelarger”;  



WHEREAS, recentscientificresearchindicatesthattoachievethegoaloflimitingtemperature
increaseto1.5degreesCelsius, carbonemissionsmustbehalvedby2030andreachnetzeroglobal
emissionsby2050; 

WHEREAS, atransitiontoacleanenergyeconomy, ifnotcarefullyplanned, wouldhavea
disruptiveeffectonimpactonthelivelihoodsofmanyinourcommunitywhileawell-plannedtransition
mayprovideexpandedjobopportunitiesforlocalresidents;  

WHEREAS, 2,012jurisdictionsin34countriesincludingMinnesota leadersDuluth,  
Minneapolis, andCrystalBayTownship, havealreadydeclaredclimateemergenciesinordertofocus
attentionontheneedforrapidactiontoaddressclimatechange; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, thatGrandRapidsdeclaresthataclimateemergencythreatens
ourcity, region, state, nation, humanityandthenaturalworld. 

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, GrandRapidscommitstoworkingforajusttransitionandclimate
emergencymobilizationeffortandwill: 

CompleteandImplementaClimateActionPlan
FullyImplementourautonomouselectricvehicleshuttlepilotprogram
ContinueservingasaregionalleaderandshareourexperiencewiththeGrandRapidsSolar
Gardenprojectandautonomouselectricvehicleprojectsoothercommunitiesmaylearnfromus
andimplementsimilarideas

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED,GrandRapidscallsontheMinnesotalegislatureandexecutive
branchtoimmediatelyandaggressivelysupportcitiesofallsizesaroundMinnesotatobothmitigateand
adapttotheeffectsofclimatechangeincludingprovidingfundingandresourcesforthedevelopmentand
implementationofclimateactionplans. 

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, GrandRapidscallsonthefederalgovernmenttoimmediately
commitresourcestosupporttheclimatemitigationandadaptationeffortsofcitieslargeandsmall, to
investintheinfrastructureneededforasustainablefuture, toensurethatinvestmentisatthescaleneeded,  
andtoprovidethenecessaryglobal leadershiptokeepglobalwarmingto1.5degreesCelsius (2.7degrees
Fahrenheit). 

thAdoptedthis24dayofJanuary, 2022

DaleChristy, Mayor
Attest: 

KimberlyGibeau, CityClerk

CouncilorTovensecondedtheforegoingresolutionandthefollowingvotedinfavorthereof: Connelly,  
Adams, Toven, Blake, Christy; andthefollowingvotedagainstsame:  None, wherebytheresolutionwas
declareddulypassedandadopted. 

CITYHALL0\kgibeau



